BBC Learning English — On The Town 3ii#E

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Big Ben KA&4F
John: Welcome to On the Town with me, John.
Chen Li: And me, Chen Li.

John: Today we're going to investigate one of the most famous
London landmarks.

Chen Li: What is it John?
John: Big Ben.
Chen Li: KRR RN, EaEE ] E2RUEELNREZ—, BT KE

M2 . KA, Big Ben.

John: The BBC spoke with author and London expert Philip Arlor about Big
Ben, and he’s gone out to investigate.

Chen Li: JEFNH MR, he's an author, BBC JRfAT1E KA S 245457 350

John: Here’s his report.

Insert

If 1 tell you that I'm standing in front of Big Ben, most of you will know at once
that I'm outside the Houses of Parliament in London. Of course there’ll be a
handful of listeners who think Big Ben is a wrestler or a grizzly bear, but you're
the ones who don’t get out much. Just about everyone knows that Big Ben is the
Houses of Parliament’s clock tower, which means just about everyone is wrong.
Because if truth be told, and | do like a bit of truth once in a while, Big Ben is
actually the name of the bell, which through the magic of radio and a piece of
good timing on my part, should start bonging away shortly!

John: Ok, we’ll be going back to Philip in a moment. First though, he used
some interesting phrases there. Let’s have a closer look at them shall
we Li?

Chen Li: Sure! FEFFEAE T —/NAE at once. iRIBIRBRA 5E B — DN EIER, ARk

FHEF at once, &, LRI,
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And Philip was standing outside Big Ben, which is next to the Houses
of Parliament.

Ah, yes, the Houses of Parliament, i< KE, 9EBUFINIR S KEHSEAE
X BRI

Now Li, you do know what Big Ben is, don’t you?
I do indeed!

Well, Philip explained that for those people who do not know what
Big Ben is, they might mistake it for the name of a wrestler!

A wrestler, KT .

Or a grizzly bear.

AL fE

But for those who don’t know what Big Ben is, Philip also says they
“don’t get out much”, meaning they don’t leave their homes very
much, so they wouldn’t know what Big Ben is!

They don’t get out much! ffTIANG 1T s BTy LAl AT IR 55 & o
So Li, is Big Ben the Houses of Parliament’s clock tower?

Of course it is! KEZE N LA BB

You’re wrong!

Oh!

As Philip says, Big Ben is the name of the bell that you hear inside
the clock tower.

Ah, so Big Ben is a big bell! k204, —mkeh o grel, &k, HEFE
AR B R A AR AR IE R, e AR T .

And the word that Philip used to describe the ringing of the bell, is
bonging!

Bonging, 4 X4K8h A1 Bonging & —MREHEEI R, kR g gl s
We could say it’s an onomatopoeic word.
What?

It’s onomatopoeic! A word that is onomatopoeic is a word that, when
spoken, resembles the sound that something makes.

Onomatopoeic, S/, AR, H&ET WA SR FY) AL 1) H 1) 2 L.
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Insert

And that’s certainly what the word bonging is. A bell bongs. Bong!
Bong!

T AT 1SR Wy SE LA 1t T #6442 What else did Philip discover John?
Listen out for these phrases: for obvious reasons...

DRh L8158 111y 5 DL T A

As flat as a pancake — a phrase we use in English to describe
something very flat indeed.

ZHPE—FE T, —AMRE SRS, fhd—FEAR VIR P4
A cliché...

ki) 14 o

Gothic and medieval styles...

EHRP AU R AL R, IR BRI R RS RS TR, AR R 2 T
B, XFRA RTINS o

What a great sound! It was called big for obvious reasons. The bell weighs in at
around 13,700 kilograms, over 13.5 tonnes. Which means that if it landed on
you, the phrase “as flat as a pancake”, wouldn’t be a cliché, but an accurate
description. It’s called Ben rather than Dave or Nancy because it got its nick
name from a chap called Sir Benjamin Hall, who was in charge of maintaining The
Houses of Parliament at the time.

Chen Li: IRATE R P s, W John FHSERE: ) R o
John: Join us next time for more, but from this edition of On the Town, it’s
goodbye.

Chen Li: Bye.

Glossary

wrestler EEF

bonging EE ik

onomatopoeic Z 0

cliche iR IR

gothic B
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