BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Bush House #iftXE

Insert

This is the BBC in Lagos. Rome. Shanghai. Sofia. Freetown. Rio de Janeiro. Wherever you
are you’re with the BBC.

Yang Li: 33 languages are being broadcast to the world every day from Bush House.
Feifei: Yes, Bush House! BBC [ 5G4z T4 A KB o [H 5K G R i s vy, A RERAT T30 K

KRG AR EHAT AR . R, B AEE.

Yang Li:  Hi, I'm Yang Li. Welcome to Bush House. As a listed building it has a long
history and beautiful architecture.

Feifei: H 15 TR IR KB/ IX e KR4 T, € fh4n Bush House ig?

Yang Li:  Andrew Thompson, Head of BBC Learning English, has the answer:

Insert

I've been working in this building for about 20 years. 1 like it, it’s big, it’s got big
corridors. It was built at the turn of the 20" century, if I've got it right, and it was going
to be a trade centre, built by an American called Bush - who | have been told has nothing
to do with the president of the same name or his father - he was just an American called

‘Bush’ and that’s why it was called Bush House.

Feifei: KRR T 20 HAy], MR B — A SR = s r, FrPAe4 A Bush
House.

Yang Li: But as Andrew said the name has nothing to do with the president of the
same name. To have nothing to do with somebody.

Feifei: e MNAHE YA R R R B RN TR

Yang Li:  Bush House is very centrally located. You cannot miss it, as it stands out as a
very unique building.

Feifei: Unique fli—J& —ffJ. Listen to Nigel's description of Bush House and pay
attention to the adjectives he used:

Insert

Bush House - and it’s absolutely wonderful! The very view of it, as you come out of the
tube, you look down Kingsway and there’s this magnificent building, classic architecture
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that’s shrouded in trees; and it just makes you want to go down there and find out what
it’s all about. Um, it’s a lovely place to work, there’s so many different peoples from so
many different nations working here, it's beautiful! |1 always say it’s like working in the
heart of the United Nations, because there’re so many interesting people from so many
different countries.

Yang Li: He described Bush House as absolutely wonderful!

Feifei: Absolutely wonderful JE¥H#E!

Yang Li:  It’s a magnificent building; classic architecture that is shrouded in trees.

Feifei: XL P MEF RS, AR R JE B T A8 B B AR e 2% WA AN il

Yang Li:  Yes, he likes working here as it is like working in the heart of the United
Nations.

Feifei: BAT R FRYTWT Andrew &S AU

Insert

It’s interesting, it’s a kind of United Nations, but it very, sort of, British in a way, in that
the neighbours don’t get involved too much with each other. So you can have, you know,
on one floor there will be a lot of Russians, very very passionate, and very involved in
Russian politics and life; and then on a separate floor you might have Latin-Americans
who are equally passionate, but thinking about completely different things; and all this
sort of co-exists and we all go and we eat together in the canteen, but somehow it’'s kind
of like lots of separate worlds that are living beside each other.

Yang Li: It’s kind of a United Nations, but it’'s very British in a way.

Feifei: Andrew BiAi K B U LICE B &G, H2 AR SEE L.

Yang Li: It's a very British thing that the neighbours don’t get involved with each
other.

Feifei: sz Andrew it AN [FIVE A AT 25 100, AN AR E I AFTER T TRAE .

Yang Li:  They co-exist but at the same time it’s like lots of separate worlds.

Feifei: Co-exist JLff; separate worlds AS[E 5,
Yang Li:  Every year on the second weekend of September, Bush House is open to the

public for visits.
Feifei: Nigel A kA R AR S 30 XUA% Pl 1 s 2
Insert
Mr. Bush, the actual original backer, with his architects, had based the design of Bush
House on what was quite a revolutionary idea at the time; where you would have come

in at one entrance, and above you would be gallery and gallery of open, a new idea, open
plan offices; and at the back of the building, you would have come in to a wonderful
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concert hall. So it was both the ethics of work, leisure, enjoyment and information, all
put together; it would be a whole cultural experience.

Yang Li:

Feifei:

Yang Li:

Feifei:

Yang Li:

To Nigel, the idea of open plan offices was very forward-looking and he used
the term ‘revolutionary’.

I, forward-looking. {ERLIA IR, — AR EHTINM SN, LR
A D1, L7 IR SR — A O T

So do come for a visit when you are in London. Thanks for listening.
See you next time.

Bye!
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