BBC Learning English — On The Town HHE

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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The British Library XZEEBE

Yang Li: Have you been to the British Library in London, Carol?

Carol: Not yet. MRS B4 RIATEE LRI E IS ? KU T, IXA A8 365 4 (1 by
PEHEST

Yang Li: Wow! What an impressive building!

Carol: Huge and impressive!

Yang Li: I remember that the old British Library was one of the first landmarks |

visited when | first came to the UK.

Carol: HRRTRNT: P i e Y 2 e I R B34 07 VUM N A 3 8 R = S (LR (N DA ST iR
24" .
Yang Li: Talking about the significance of the British Library, Heather Soderlind,

Head of Public and Regional Marketing, has a lot to tell us:

Insert

Heather: The British Library is the UK national library and it is actually one of the three
largest libraries in the world; the other two being the Bibliothéque Nationale de France
and the Library of Congress in Washington.

Li: So how big is the collection?

Heather: We have over 150 million items in the library and it's growing all the time.

Carol: Heather i 3% 508 2 95 [H [FH K 131% . The UK national library.
Yang Li: It is actually one of the three largest libraries in the world, and the other
two being...?
Carol: W, X ATHEAMEI T . B T ORTER AR Ah, A AR R 53 AP R P AR S 2
PPN B PSR P I VA R SJESRES A TS ES PSR Y=
Yang Li: Well done Carol. How big is the collection according to Heather then?
Carol: Over 150 million items. K- it 1425T Ji it
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Yang Li: Next Heather tells us about some of the iconic treasures in the British
Library.

\N

Carol: Iconic treasures HA G XKL M .

Insert

Well, we have two large exhibition galleries that are open to everybody and free of
charge and here you can see some of the nation's most iconic treasures. Such as the
Magna Carta, Jane Austen, James Joyce, Leonardo da Vinci's notebook, the only surviving
sighature of William Shakespeare and his first folio, wonderful examples of sacred texts
across all faiths, maps. Amazing artefacts that we call treasures, that are on show for
everybody.

Yang Li: Let's have a look at the nation's most iconic treasures: the Magna Carta.

Carol: Kogwe, R HEE 121541 % k.

Yang Li: Jane Austen.

Carol: ] o BT,

Yang Li: James Joyce.

Carol: WL« TR

Yang Li: Leonardo da Vinci's notebook.

Carol: KL « LS5 MEIL A,

Yang Li: The only surviving signature of William Shakespeare and his first folio.

Carol: Me—— A IAE AR « 75 L LA DR VPS5 — 3 FFAR 1 1.

Yang Li: It sounds like heaven for students of English language and literature,
doesn't it?

Carol: Yes, absolutely! Heather highly recommends a visit:

Insert

This is home to the whole of the English language memory since the English word began.
Do come and see some of the wonderful literary manuscripts — some poetry that's on
show. Labelling in the exhibition galleries is written in English. If you are a more
advanced student, you might want to consider becoming a reader here. It's very easy to
get an admission — a pass — to use the reading rooms, and there you can call up any kind
of English language book you desire, we have them all.
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Yang Li:

Carol:

Yang Li:

Carol:

Yang Li:

Carol:

Yang Li:

Carol:

Insert

She said that the British Library is home to the whole of the English
language memory since the English word began.

R PIH B P%, 45 T A I8E A LR BT A 91548
There are wonderful literary manuscripts.
Manuscripts F-H4.

For advanced students of English, you might want to become a reader.
It's free and you can use the reading rooms and call up any kind of
English language book you desire. Call up.

Call up MZAE. A reader —#i5#. BN KEE PG & i# KU AAET,
PRAT AR A T BB AR B S, RS R SRR A 1

Carol, can you imagine sitting in such a spacious and stylish library
savouring a good book?

FRNE, XAAGE IR E AR RIR e gk i 8 IR T 304N TR
BRESER T IR PR AR WEIX)L, BRI Heather 2B AU
.

The architect was a man called Sir Colin St John Wilson, and he designed this building. It
took him 30 years to complete it and you can imagine that was a whole lifetime work for
him. But once you come inside, the spaciousness of it is quite stunning. There's no
building like it in London.

Carol:
Yang Li:

Carol:

Yang Li:
Carol:

Yang Li:
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ST A 0 A P AR T A —2E R0 L. A whole lifetime.
The spaciousness of the building is quite stunning.

T JRE SRR P 3 A ) RS AE A A 45 and there is no building quite like it in
London.

It's very unique, so you must get your camera ready when you visit.
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Bye.
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