BBC Learning English — On The Town #FHH#H¥

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Art Installations in London #3EEZA

John: Painting, sculpture, art of any sort, you name it, | love it!
Feifei: What about installations, do you like those?

John: What?

Feifei: Installations.

John: What are they?
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John: Ah, I know the thing you're talking about Feifei, art installations!
Well I'm John, with me is Feifei, and today we're On the Town, where
the BBC has been at the Great Hall of the Queen's House in Greenwich

at an art installation.

Feifei: The Great Hall is often used as a place for art. It's part of the Maritime
Museum in south-east London.

John: But of course there are many places in London where you might find
an art installation. At the Tate Modern, perhaps.

Feifei:  REFIMCERLE, SAE—/NHE] BO3Eah Eocdtm s, e TR L A .
It's on the South Bank.

John: You might see an art installation at the Hayward Gallery.

Feifei: PR VR A8 18 JEG o

John: But the BBC went to Greenwich to look at an installation by Esther
Shalev-Gertz. She has created an exhibition of 24 computer-generated
portraits.
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Feifei: 245Kl HNHIERI 1%, 24 computer-generated portraits.
John: The pictures even speak!

Feifei: W[ JEsR ] LLciE, ORI b N T35, BBCIRICH AAIEH
Esther —[a]fif: e Wiy

Insert

We can go here and look at the figure of the woman that lives in my street in
Paris. And every time | walk by she sits and looks from the window on the ground
floor and smiles. She's so historically French, you know?

Feifei: 5K AP 2 /e AL S, Esther Sl &8 e 2 5 R L E N so
historically French.

John: Yes, she has a typical French look to her, although | can't say what
that really might be!

Feifei: So John, these portraits are all of just ordinary people.

John: Not so ordinary. The ceiling of the exhibition space at the Queen's
House in Greenwich has pictures of 24 women representing painting,
sculpture, music and architecture.

Feifei: J7ok Esther MWJET R TN 2 e i A3 AE R B, LS ii24 6o 520
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John: But, can we say that these electronically-generated portraits are art. Is
it sculpture?

Insert

It is really sculpture! Today we just sculpt on computer, we don't become dusty,
we don't become full of glue, or earth or other material, but you still have the
same problems, to create a figure, that you do in real life. So it was very
interesting that | can do sculptures and they don't take a space really.

Feifei:  Esther A i il £ 10 AN AGOS0 2 RSB AE S, It BB RE R RESEAN 28 T 57 4596
K7 you don't become dusty, A4 Bl 7K full of glue!

John: Well, let's hear some of the recordings that accompany the portraits.

Feifei: FERE NG B 355 AR BAE R TAER TA/EAN DL, HAH RS i the attendants,
57 AL the cleaners, 47 K4 B\ the museum curator. XA 15kWT
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Insert
There've been some people they've been frightened of working in the house.
I think you feel a little bit eerie when you work here at the weekend when there's

nobody else about.
They talk about the house as a person almost.
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John:

Feifei:

John:

Feifei:

John:

Feifei:

So the exhibition space itself has provoked quite a lot of reaction.

K RLEE 2T FEIE, MAT51% T A1 2 1) i they provoke a lot of
reaction from people. {HiE{E Esther (22 E 2R, AW AD M43 T ]
I PTALIR RS, FRATTAT LA 0 S LA 2 A 2 R IR R . 1t works on

many levels!

So, when you're next in London be sure to find out where there's an
installation on.

It's quite an experience.
Bye for now.

Bye!
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