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About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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University of Oxford &tk

John: Hello and welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English. I'm John.
Feifei: KK, FIEW AR HEZTE, TEDIEE,
John: University of Oxford, or Oxford University, located in the city of Oxford, is

one of the oldest universities in the English-speaking world. It is also
regarded as one the world's leading academic institutions.

Feifei: BET LR HETT A HER 2 AR R TR ZOR U — i LA, EAMUBUR IR ot 22
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John: We spoke to Heather Bell, the Director of International Strategy at the
University of Oxford. She told us when the university was created.

Feifei: BATVRAT T 2 H KA [ Br (i 75 28 % 14T Heather Bell, gy 565Uk T FAl K222 B
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Insert

The university was created in the 13" century, so the first colleges were created around
1260. Groups of scholars started gathering in Oxford to study and coalescing into
colleges which remain a hallmark of Oxford's distinctiveness globally. We have had
scholars here for many many hundreds of years.

John: The university was created in the 13" century. Oxford University has 39
independent and self-governing colleges and seven Permanent Private
Halls; the first colleges were created around 1260.

Feifei: R AN O A3, KA 3N B LR T A /K AR A E Permanent Private
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John: Groups of scholars started gathering in Oxford to study and eventually the
colleges were formed.
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John: Let's listen to Heather again.
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Insert

We have, all-told, 20,000 students in the university, 18,000 of those are full-time
students. We have 6,800 international students, so that's around 34% of the student
body. On latest numbers, 640 of our students are Chinese — that number has grown
enormously over the past 10 years — it's huge. China is now the third largest source of
students for Oxford, after Britain obviously and the United States.

Feifei: 640 Chinese students. That's a lot, isn't it?

John: It is. Like Heather said, the number of Chinese students has grown
enormously over the past 10 years. She used the word huge.

Feifei: Huge ECKI, #KH. Heather Hh [H 2/ E fBCE 7R 2 10 H48 LA RRFHES,
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But I thought it's almost impossible to study at Oxford, so | asked Heather.

Insert
Clearly there are 640 Chinese students who would say it's enormously possible to study

here. The standards are very high, we take the very best students who are getting the
best exam results and show the best academic potential.

John: So Heather thinks it's enormously possible to study at Oxford.

Feifei: Enormously EX¥. Enormously possible A A REf .

John: The standards are very high.

Feifei: AR R SRR A e

John: They take the best students who get the best exam results and show the

best academic potential.

Feifei: RERS BRI 1) B UT fE o i B AR 22 B4 . Academic
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John: And you also need to think about the cost of studying at Oxford.
Insert
And the cost of an education here is not cheap. We have a number of scholarships for

international students in particular and we're looking to increase the amount of funding
that we can provide to the best students from around the world.

John: Well Heather says the cost of an education is not cheap, but they have a
number of scholarships for international students in particular.
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John: Heather says the university is looking to increase the amount of funding
they can provide to the best students from around the world.

Feifei: Funding %4, %#. Let's say you are one of the best students and you
can afford the cost of studying and living. What else do you have to think
through before applying?

John: Heather has the answer to that question. But first, let's look at some of the
words she uses. Appropriate.

Feifei: &40 appropriate.

John: Rigorous.

Feifei: PRSI, I

John: Demanding.

Feifei: PR E.

John: Proficiency.

Feifei: KF-, K proficiency.

John: Social environment.

Feifei: A2 S social environment. Let's listen.
Insert

Chinese students, like students anywhere, should be thinking about whether or not that
is the appropriate experience for them. We think it's a fantastic one, very rigorous but
it's also very demanding. It's important to reach the appropriate level of English
language proficiency. We have certain standards that you need to meet before getting in
and you will have a better time if you have the ability to take in all of your coursework as
well as enjoy the social environment.

John: Studying at Oxford is very rigorous, and it is also very demanding.
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£, Well John, we've missed our chances to study there.

John: I know, never mind. But if you are thinking about studying abroad, Oxford
might be the one for you. Join us again for another On the Town soon on
BBC Learning English. In the meantime, don't forget to visit our website.

Feifei: It's www.bbcukchina.com AT WIS RER A& EHT . BT, AT TR H
/N
John: Bye bye!
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