BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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On The Town — Oxford Street -

Andrea: Which is the most popular?

Jean: The busiest?

Andrea: And the most crowded shopping street in the whole of the UK?
Jean: TR AR EEHAC ) At T

Insert

You can get anything at Oxford Street. Anything you might want you can get there.
Andrea: Hello, I'm Andrea Rose.

Jean: KK, BAEEM. EFHAT5RKEIBBC Learning English™iH 24, Fdi1H]
KGR FK U H— Mo Fi#& 41 Oxford Street’fidtf .

Andrea: We met up with Eve Kutner who used to live in the UK but who
now lives in Paris, in France. When she comes home for her
holiday, Oxford Street is one of the first places she heads for.

Jean: To head for something — /& HFFHAN My
Andrea: Here’s Eve describing what Oxford Street is like.
Insert

It’'s a very long straight road with lots of red double-decker buses going up and down all
the time - lots of noise, people milling about. It’s just very intense. You have to be brave
and just walk through otherwise you’ll get crushed.

Jean: Evelih 1iiiX 45 Oxford Street/z—4 XK N AR riE. 1M HAr ERARZ 5
FEXUZ K.
Andrea: On Oxford Street there are always many people milling or

wandering about. But you’d better be careful otherwise you might
get crushed or squashed.

Jean: Eveii 7F 4 H A W I8 JE AU N AFI— intense. R 751X B I N #B
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Andrea:

Jean:

Insert

But Oxford Street wasn’t always a shopping street. From the 12"
to the 18" centuries the street was well-known as the route
prisoners were taken on their way to being executed or killed.

How awful. #rPE/eE LLAT ISR S #47E /- H T — Sk fIMarble Arch K2
AT, X AR R Evedk EXK AP X!

One of my favourite stops when | come to London is Marks and Spencers. | love the big
‘Marks’ up at Marble Arch.

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:
Andrea:
Jean:

Andrea:

Insert

Marks is short for Marks and Spencer and it’s one of Eve’s
favourite shops on Oxford Street.

X HEEvelg ) ) 2] —ikA stop

In fact Marks and Spencer is exactly where the old Pantheon used
to be in the 18™ century.
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For Eve, one of her earliest memories of coming to Oxford Street
was when she was a child and visited the street with her parents.

I remember as a child coming up to London was a big treat, coming on the tube up to
town with my parents. And Oxford Street was always one of the highlights. | do
remember it being a big deal when | was little.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:
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She says that Oxford Street was a highlight. It was somewhere
special. Did you catch the other phrase Eve used to describe how
exciting Oxford Street was, Jean?

She said it was a big deal — At i 8] & 2FERE ] 82 Fib .

Nowadays, it’s still a very popular shopping district. It’s also one of
the best places to go when the are sales on.
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Insert

To be honest | would never go to Oxford Street on the first day of the sales because |
think you would get killed. Everybody tries to rush for the first item on sale. | never go
on the first day but then there’s nothing left unfortunately. So you have to get there
early to get the good stuff.

Andrea: Eve says that she wouldn’t want to go to Oxford Street on the first
day of the sales. She uses the expression — to be honest

Jean: To be honest, | think | agree with Eve. It sounds dangerous!

Andrea: Well Eve says that people almost kill each other trying to get a
bargain, so it’s better to leave it and go another time.

Jean: Eve ULUIARZFKMLRNNBEEYIRIMEE DT, HELAY RERA K.,
You’ve got to get there early to get the good stuff.

Andrea: Sadly in recent times sales have been suffering. People have
stopped going to Oxford Street as much as they did. The bombs in
London last year affected shopping.

Jean: EvelynjEOxford Street I — 5 /IR )k 4 B

Insert

This time of the year we have a lot of tourists but now we don’t see that many. It’s not
really like last year. Last year was really busy and the figure was up but now it’'s down.

Andrea: She says that the figures or the money made on Oxford Street
used to be much higher.

Jean: IRZ W Z A =R B R,

Andrea: But at the moment, the numbers of people are down. That’s not
stopping Eve. She’s about to go there right now!

Insert

I’'m actually going to Oxford Street this afternoon. I'd like to go there and see if I can
pick up some bargains on CDs and DVDs.

Jean: A BA T L Eve kGt I EIGYIE . So until the next time,  it’s
goodbye from both of us at BBC Learning English.

Andrea: Bye.
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