BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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On The Town — Carnaby Street Mg -E/RMbE

Andrea: Trillby hats and hipsters...
Jean: ...mods and rockers...
Andrea: Yes, we're talking about the clothes and people you used to find on

one of London’s most famous streets.

Jean: It’'s Carnaby Street

Andrea: Hello I'm Andrea Rose

Jean: RHEGF, LIEHEAL.

Andrea: Welcome to On the Town with BBC Learning English.

Jean: A RILAT TR 240 2 R 4l L K Carnaby Street.

Andrea: The 1960s were the era, or time, when Carnaby Street was at its
peak.

Jean: 43X B iR UG

Andrea: So what do people think of when they hear the name, Carnaby
Street?

Insert

When | think of Carnaby Street of course | think of the sixties and swinging London. Of
course | wasn’t alive at the time but we see so much of this in films and on TV so that’s
what | automatically think of.

Jean: The swinging sixties. 7&/%& ST KA 7 6044E,

Andrea: The 1960s were swinging because they were a time of the sexual
revolution - people were taking drugs and young people felt very
free.

Jean: AT &5/ 3 T % — They felt liberated..

Andrea: That's what that a person thinks of when she hears the name

Carnaby Street. That's what she automatically thinks of.
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Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Insert

Automatically - )1, FHARTRI.

Of course, Carnaby Street wasn’t always the place where people
went for fun and fashion. In the 1790s the street was known as a
place for buying tobacco. People went there to buy pipes to smoke.

ANFLEI B NI S, Ray b KT8 % 3¢ T the street
became derelict.

Percy Dobson has owned a shop in Carnaby Street for over 60
years.

Carnaby Street was derelict virtually; almost up until the sixties. It was just a variation of
different shops. There was a little baker’s shop, several small dairies that sold
sandwiches, and even a fried fish shop. There wasn’t any atmosphere at all. It was a

poor street really.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Insert

PercyZGIRAVER T — T RO R — HBI60FACUNMKI 5t 5 . A5 4 N
WIS RS- FERI R MG . A variation or variety of shops.

There were dairies that sold sandwiches and a fried fish shop. But

there was little atmosphere or feeling about the street until the
1960’s.

AL E T 6OFARMMIN X 4 KT T HPE A e, An explosion - 7EIX
HUIFASEN R, T B R R . SR

Carnaby Street was the place to go if you wanted to be hip and
trendy.

W% A IR SR M The BeatlesH 7 HURBA, 1445 the Rolling Stonesi&
A1 R B BIX 4 LR SKA M

It happened so rapidly really. Nobody could come to terms with it, that it was happening.
You think of the Beatles, the Rolling Stones all those sort of people were coming there. It
transformed the whole street into something nobody had ever seen before. It was an
explosion. We were amazed — we were getting people coming from all over the world.

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:
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Percy says that the change to the street happened very rapidly or
fast. It was so quick, people found it hard to come to terms with.

To come to terms with somethinggli /e NMEAEZ S, PR E.

One minute it was a quiet street and then suddenly it was
transformed. It changed into something totally different.

A FE I 2 TR = SR k.



Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea

Clip

But what about the Carnaby Street of today? Is it still as lively and
special as it used to be?

AL NAMIRN A IX A H & — AR S A AR H 5125 J7an exciting
and alternative place.

Take a listen to see what and whom you might find on Carnaby
Street.

I guess it’s fashion, Bohemian fashion, Doc Marten’s, punks...that kind of thing.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:
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AL A, AR A HARIE B8 AR I T HRIB AN R Ay KV R A o
Bohemian fashion is quirky, different and maybe a little strange.
PR e T AR L3 3 2 44 (Do Martins i 4 #t .

And you can still see the occasional punk with their gelled hair and
plenty of piercings.

Piercings — &7 EEERITEI I R B A Z A Ow, that sounds sore!
Carnaby Street is also still a place for entrepreneurs.
Entrepreneurs — 5.

You can find film production companies and advertising agencies in
the area.

YA A DS RIEA AR & AELA F— Il have to go there to
become famous!

There’s still a lot of life in London’s Carnaby Street.
There sure is. Maybe we should head down there now?

What a great idea. So until the next time, bye-bye from BBC
Learning English.



