BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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On The Town - Leicester Square IR - ELE 5

John: Hello welcome to Leicester Square for this edition of On The Town
from Learning English, I am John and with me is my colleague Lily,
Lily: REGFY REWH, DAEE, FATRE] TS H0T 0 4 1SR 1

Leicester Square. | know it is one of the busiest spots in London,
so what are the main attractions here John?

John: Well, Roger Cobuill has studied history and is very knowledgeable
about London. Here’s his sketch of Leicester Square:

Insert

It has a considerable number of cinemas which surround the square and normally the
main premieres for any film in London are held in this particular square. Leicester
Square is named after the Earl of Leicester who was a minister under Queen Elizabeth
the first, and that’s where the name comes from. The square itself has got a lovely
garden in it. During the premiere this area is usually fenced off and the red carpet is out,
so many celebrities are shown to people, and come here, very much like Cannes.

John: Now let’s look at some of the words he used: Leicester Square is
named after the Earl of Leicester, to be named after somebody

Lily: EAFLERA, w2 iR R — AT A 4

John: A considerable number of cinemas, considerable

Lily: BRIIRE )y B 2 A& KA e #02E T- 1, considerable %
=PV

John: film premieres

Lily: g B, premieres. S KB FEARATE MR 42817, PrLliB
SR 22 A 1A keI, — i B AR A e

John: So whenever there is a premiere, the square is fenced off

Lily: Iz e g, DU 4 FIRE K, fenced off

John: the red carpet is out and many celebrities are shown to people.

Lily: I TAE RS R EAE T2 EE 2 A1, the red carpet 9 230042 [F 58 & i 1)
H 48, so the red carpet treatment &L %=458. Celebrities #
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Insert

While the cinemas claim to be the biggest and the best, the tickets
are the dearest too.

B, KRR, OB ISR\ B L, KYY 120 SRR, Kot T

too dear!

But still, a lot of people love to come here for the excitement. This
couple we are talking to often take their children out for a
weekend treat.

Listen out for these words...
bright lights

PR RR ] 2 R S AT

the glamour of the movies
S RER DR

buzzing atmosphere

AR B (1R

All the bright lights all the glamour of the movies and some fantastic premiers from time
to time, eat ice cream, Haagen-Dazs and Starbucks as well...

We love the buzzing atmosphere around the cinemas, but we also like to come to the
park to see the statues, it’s a lot quieter, so we get the best of both worlds.
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AL AL, HEHZEZANMEY  Famous statues:

The one which is central to the Garden is William Shakespeare.
78] F T2 D[RR Rl X AR N 95 LU P (R AR

Then there is Sir Isaac Newton, the scientist
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Sir Joshua Reynolds, the first President of the Royal Academy
e[ 55 e B AR B A TR T2 i L

John Hunter, a pioneer of surgery

PARSIREZ A F 5 R

William Hogarth, the painter.
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Insert

The most recent addition is a statue of film star and director
Charlie Chaplin.

I ST N PR U 53 R S 35 AR AR

But apart from the film mania and the solemn statues, there are
always some buskers entertaining the crowds with their music.

KABT HE RN R I RS 2 A6, T3 VY J A — Lok Sk 20N B 3 35wl
7%, Buskers #3L¥ A but, according to Roger, not everyone is
allowed to put on a performance here.

Mentioning the buskers, many people don't realize that they have to obtain a license
granted by the London authority and have to go through some audition so that their
performance has to be of high standard.
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So these buskers have to obtain a license.
WM A R4 52 to obtain a license
to go through some audition

SRR 2 TSRS R T audition, DLBTIEAE 0 E, R A B b
#E, high standard. &, iX4Ui, |37 LRI G0 K B U T2

Oh yes, they are professional caricaturists. They make good
money out here, you know - £30 starting price!

T AR SRR — 5. Caricaturists miSe T I8 i 14 4% A i
%o MGEKBRIGEY 30 9i8% ! Everything is expensive here!

The Square is home to several nightclubs too, making it often very
busy, particularly on Friday and Saturday evenings.

A, B2 nightclubs 2 T JHARIE T A B, 550K ANETERR A /DI H
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I am hungry too! Shall we go and get some dimsum?

Sure, thank you for listening and we’ll see you next time!

Page 3 of 3



