BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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The sound of gushing water, but where am 1? This is BBC Learning
English with another edition of that programme where we visit the
sights and taste the delights of London. This is On The Town.

ERAMAS R HS, John ILLER IEAEAS 0 O % BRIER B AR
KRFEWEA KT T Somerset House. John is at Somerset House
at this very moment. John, what’s going on down there?

Well Jean, I’'m sitting here in the sun enjoying the fountains here at
Somerset House.

The fountains Wi/f Sounds fun - but what exactly is Somerset
House?

OK well I'll keep the history brief. Well the building started out as a
great Tudor Palace - that was in the 1500s. The house was built in
1547 for a great member of the aristocracy. By the 18™ century the
house became the home of some of Britain’s most influential and
important societies, the Royal Academy of Arts, the Royal Society,
and the Society of Antiquaries. It was also the home of the British
Navy. Today it houses an amazing art gallery.

OK so the house started out as a great Tudor Palace, 43414 %
74 started out EEUERAARIUME N AL AT A P DA BRIERE B R A
—BEECRHAEE duo ERIRIEE  ARDIB FrE1sital 2 rasital, X
At L8 Bk — S [ > ) g o B ) AR A S, 50 ] R RS R 22 e,
The Royal Academy of Arts  JilF B2 5X*#<s The Royal Society & ¥
E S esy . XIS EIRF IR the home to the British Navy. So
what is Somerset House used for today John?

Well, today it's the home of a wonderful art gallery. It is called the
Courtauld Institute.

OK John, at the beginning of the programme you mentioned the
fountains that you can see at Somerset House, can you tell us a bit
more about them?

Sure! Yes, the fountains have only been here a few years, and
what’s special about them is that they simply come out of the
ground in the middle of a large court yard! Now if you are standing
in the court yard you could be caught unawares, and the fountain

Page 1 of 1



Jean:

John:

Jean:

Jean:

John:

Jean:

John:

bbhe.cowuk'china

could spring up around or even underneath you if you are not
careful! So I'm sitting here now and all of the fountains are very
small at the moment, they are starting to rise higher, there are
some children playing near them, and if they are not careful they’ll
be blasted by one of the jets of water, because that’s what these
fountains are really. Oh and there’s one of the children heading
straight for one of the fountains right now!

So John, there’s nothing stopping anybody from jumping on any of
the fountains.

Yes that’s right, and there’s lots of young people dashing in and out
of the fountains when it's a hot day. It is quite a good way to cool
off if you are hot!

Amazing. Well you’re listening to BBC Learning English time now to
update you on what we’ve been talking about so far.

We’ve been hearing about fountains, Wi/ a Tudor Palace, —JE#lEE
EB FATHIAEWT John 51X LR 2 WKL B A H R they simply
come out of the ground, & Ui fREE R B apEmH T caught
unawares, UIHRARESFERE T4 5 105 . Johnids 1 1 5 e it SRt — AR AR
Kt jets of water fhidG W—/NuhifEWTR LM% T B4 4 S #iE 711 OK
well let’s go back outside and see how John is getting on with the
fountains at Somerset House. John have you been caught unawares

yet?

Well Jean | haven’t actually, I’'m one of the lucky ones, but yes it is
easy to be caught unawares by those fountains. Now, what else can
we say about Somerset House? Well around the fountains are lots
of tables and chairs where local people working in the area sit at
lunchtimes on their lunchtime breaks eating. It's a great public
space in the summer time for people to come. Now why do |
mention this, well in London there aren’t many squares like this for
people to sit and enjoy being outside, and the parks aren’t always
convenient for people to get to. So, the enclosed space that you see
here at Somerset House is what you could call unique! Jean.

So there aren’t many squares in London like the one at Somerset
House then, that’s surprising John b5 HSZ/E A B IXFE A S
WISIEAZ PrRAA] DL BB ZE B2 AH AR ) unique AR I
lunchtimes 12 sz (1) AN HAAFEIZX HLIZ AP0, AR HL RSk Al AT T 2P B AR L
If15] their lunchtime breaks.

OK John A I 1 21 5y — il 2 BB ZE F SRR IX LA AR 220 i ah
1, Z0 1 A L P AR TS A I ) AR R S, IR AR A A SR
i John do you fancy going to see a bit of art?

Yes, why not, I'm not an expert, but I know what I like!
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J7ok John b CUBHE = R SEAR . AEDETE B A0 SRR B SER A AR i
wie 1 like a bit of art John A il B AR A A& FOAR R AbKITE fh =0 A4
I know what | like 2R/ HEFRERIRA LK, ALmgsn——,

And from me John at Somerset House, see you!

Page 3 of 3



