BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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On the Town — London Eve BB EBERLE

Vicki: Hello, this is BBC Learning English, I’'m Vicki

Jean: KK, FRAEM. YU BBC Learning English %55 HI4E/H“On the
Town” TiH.

Vicki: And today we’re talking about one of London’s most popular tourist

attractions.

Jean: TEAC b T 2 ) — A S, WL ? .
Vicki: See if you can guess.....
Insert

It’s a big wheel.

It’s a modern structure.

Really big.

It’s made of steel... glass or maybe plastic.

It’s huge.

It’'s a big wheel and it looks like an eye ‘cos it’s got a black thing in the middle.

Jean: W, FOREN RN, B LA TR AR, AN A ROE R 51 1
Vicki: But where is it and what does it do?
Insert

It goes round... slowly. It’s on the river bank, opposite the Houses of Parliament.
It gives visitors to London a good view of the city.

As you go round it’s really fun because you can see everything.

It’s on the embankment of the Thames.

It moves in a circular motion, very slowly

Jean: T XA S AR T4 AEAS SR I VAT =< AT ™ S AN 1] 75 1 B AT P AN R Rt vz
Vicki: River bank....and embankment.
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KA KIE T EERAAE AR ), AAE EIIRS B EMEBUR 2 (..

You get a good view

Well Vicki, | think it must be the London Eye!

Well done Jean! That’s right, it’s the London Eye.

HVicki, PRGN — FiX4London Eye &R BERE b 1d?

Well, it’s the 6™ tallest structure in London.

Structure — HHY. ACOFEDREAEE, WIREACHENR BRI IXRAER (3B
it

The top of the London Eye is 135 metres above the river Thames. So you
get a great view from the top.

KA B, ShEPERSS ERT AR PSSR X 45, ORI AR 235 44 B 5 R
X

Yes, you can see many famous London landmarks, like Big Ben, the
Houses of Parliament, St Paul’s Cathedral and so on.

FXA BIRER A L LRGN R R, AA B EAIR 2R T .

Yes, it's like a Ferris wheel at a fairground, but there are some differences.
HSHEBAT AT A AR ?

Well for a start it moves much more slowly than a Ferris wheel. Another
difference is that the pods, or capsules are on the outside of the wheel, not
hanging underneath.

OKJF R ER A LIZS 4, LB pods, ¥ capsules, & 23R
P

Well there are 32 capsules, and each one can have up to 25 people in it. In
one day up to 15,000 people can go on the big wheel.

BRA—JTTLTN, Baz!
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YOU’RE LISTENING TO BBC LEARNING ENGLISH

Jean: KEIAEWTHJE BBC Learning English #77H . 4 KiEE 2 London Eye —
ARVRAE R LI A IR EE R B

Vicki: So why is it so popular? | went to talk to some people who had just been
on the London Eye to ask them what they thought about it.

Insert

It’'s a wonderful experience.

I think it’s a great attraction.

The view was absolutely spectacular.

I liked when we went up high.

We thought it was fantastic.

It was OK, a bit slow — you get a bit bored when you get to the top. You want to come
down again then.

It was really good.

Jean: FoR KA Nib A =X A London Eye. fibiTHE] T4 JLANA R 250
Vicki: Wonderful.... Great.... Spectacular.....Fantastic.

Jean: AL AR Ay, ARG ?

Insert

I got a bit scared so | sat in the middle

Was it scary? No! No! No!

The little one found it scary.

Vicki: The London Eye is very modern compared to many of the ancient London
buildings nearby, like the Houses of Parliament.

Jean: ISR FRIZRER])— A B A ABVENE ?

Vicki: We asked some people if they think the London Eye enhances the London

skyline, or detracts from the historical buildings.

Jean: to enhance — #iff, To detract from — ##ii. The skyline — KFrgk. 15 KEKH

DWF R LR, A REARERIE SR TR 2= < MR~ (I, 20 TP 2
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Insert

I wouldn’t say it’'s an eyesore... maybe it does look a bit out of place but I think that’s
perfectly alright for London.

I’m not sure that it enhances it ... no not really.

It looks like a big white monstrosity on the side of the river — you’ve got all the nice old
buildings like the Houses of Parliament, you’ve got the nice old bridges and things like
that. 1 don’t think it looks too good.

I think it fits in really well.

Vicki: So some mixed opinions there... the two words which are used to describe

something ugly were.... A monstrosity

Jean: —NIRIEH . PR AR Y

Vicki: and an eyesore

Jean: An eyesore. MEENIZY, IRF4]. Well that's all we have time for today.

Vicki: Don’t forget you can visit our website to help improve your English

Jean: FAT M E www.bbe.co.uk/china, sl dEEHACEHTLL T . Join us next time!
Goodbye.

Vicki: Bye!
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