BBC Learning English — On the Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre — 3+ L WHEREI

Helen: This is a round building.

Z0é: It looks old and yet quite new too.

Helen: And it has an open theatre inside.
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Helen: The Globe Theatre on the South Bank of the River Thames

in the centre of London.
Z0é: KEU, BAEXE,

Helen: Hello, I'm Helen. Welcome to “On the Town” from BBC
Learning English.
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Helen: Now just to set the record straight, the Globe Theatre we
are seeing today is a marvellous reconstruction. The original
Globe Theatre was destroyed by fire 393 years ago on June
29" 1613.
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Helen: And to answer our questions about the Globe Theatre is
Patrick Spottiswoode, the Director of Globe Education.
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Insert
It is a round building. It is in fact a twenty-sided wooden O, a polygonal O. And it

is made of oak in the main, and it's an open air O so people gather round in the
theatre to hear a play.
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Helen:

Z0é:

Helen:

Z0é:

Helen:

Z0é:

Insert

A twenty- sided wooden O, and Patrick used a special
phrase to describe this shape — a polygonal O.
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That’s oak. Oak is a very durable and hard wood. It’'s
commonly used in buildings and also for furniture in the UK.
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Open air plays. The shows are performed outside, so we call
it open air plays.
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Well it was built in 1599 and Shakespeare and a group of actors put money
together to build the theatre. It was the first time ever in England actors had paid
to build a theatre. So that was very special.
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Insert
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And it was the first time ever in England that actors used
their own money to build a theatre.
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And it became the number one theatre in London as Shakespeare's company
became the number one acting company of London. So it became from 1599 as
the number one venue for theatre and certainly the number one venue for
Shakespeare's plays until 1613.
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It became the number one venue for theatre.
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The original Globe Theatre provided great entertainment to
the public for over 13 years before tragedy struck.
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And in 1613 they put on a play about Henry VIII and they had a cannon effect to
announce the arrival of the king on stage. But it was a special effect that went
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badly wrong because a spark from the cannon flew up and hit the roof which is
made of thatch. It caught fire and the theatre burnt to the ground during a
performance.

Helen: Now we know how the fire started. The theatre was burnt
down during a performance.
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Helen: A special sound effect, a cannon firing to announce the
arrival of the king on stage.
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Helen: Thatch roof made of dried grass. As you can imagine, fire
and dried grass don’t mix, and the theatre was destroyed
very quickly.
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Helen: Luckily for all of us today, the theatre has been rebuilt and it

is a wonderful place to be.
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Helen: So until next time, it’s goodbye from both of us at BBC
Learning English.

Zo0é: Bye.
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