BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Tower of London 1&33&

Finn: The call of a raven.
Jean: K52 Araven. FATHEANTARET RS, KOYEA SALEF .

Finn: Yes, but don’t worry, today we’ve come to a special place in London where
the sound of ravens is actually a good thing.

Jean: Really? Why is that?

Finn: You’'ll find out later. Today we’ve come to the Tower of London for this edition
of ‘On the Town’ from BBC Learning English.

Insert

Tour guide: ...but by the year 1078, it felt safe enough to build...

Finn: That’s our guide Michael — he’s a guard at the Tower.
Jean: Jel), B RICAERE R T — AR T
Finn: The Tower of London is a very old castle in the centre of London. It was

founded 900 years ago.

Jean: B3, @i founded. So what happened here?
Finn: Well, it’s often thought that the Tower of London has had a dramatic and

bloody history.

Jean: AN FETHR R (O RE F g S
Finn: It has seen executions...
Jean: Executions 4Effi...

Finn: Prisoners...

Jean: Prisoners [AAC...

Finn: And ghosts!

Jean: W 2 G AT T !
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Finn: And people often think it was full of dungeons.

Jean: HH7E 5?2 Dungeons are dark scary places... S A HEABGE FET .  Quick,
let’s catch up with the tour. FATH T IEAELS A THHARAC 2 B RE Y 35 1 7
The White Tower. & b 2:iiéh N —FhaE (1 8 .

Insert

Tour guide: ...a Royal Palace. And for nearly 500 years our Kings and Queens lived on the
top floor...

Finn: He says the royal family...

Jean: The Royal Family 2% 5E...

Finn: Lived on the top floor, and their knights and ladies...

Jean: Knights and ladies %+-f15tid...

Finn: Lived on the floor below, kitchens were on the next floor down, but...
Insert

There is however, another floor... (audience gasp)

Yes, this one is partly below ground... (audience ooh)

The walls there are fifteen feet thick, there are no windows, it’s dark! (audience ooh)
We’re close to the river, it’s always damp and cold! (audience oooh)

This was the ideal place for...

(audience: a dungeon?)

Wine! (audience laugh) Wine, it's a palace - hello!

Jean: Haha... Wr A TEL At /e UF R o, SEbr EARA IR E — 5 oRoie o [ 52 % Bk
72 52 g ) !
Finn: The guide used some interesting words, he said that the wine was kept in a

place partly below ground...

Jean: —Hsr,  partly, AR4. BUE BN A MR LY.

Finn: And the walls were fifteen feet thick.

Jean: WA R, Feet B, 15 WREAZHILKZKT .

Finn: And that the place was always dark, damp and cold.

Jean: WS e W RECOR AT S MESZ 1K), G XA Y damp, I SEAEA AN G IRy, AN

iff A2 it B 1) AR P o

Well I've learned a lot about the castle, but there’s one thing I still need to
find out. Finn RICAFLEREATTY H — TR AR IRATTH B R S50 2 At AAbA /a2
X IR e ?

Finn: Well, 1 asked one of the guards called Michael to find out:
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Insert
There is a legend that says, should the ravens leave the Tower of London, the Tower of

London will collapse, the monarchy will disappear, and a great disaster will befall the
nation.

Jean: JERIZ L 5 B I TR AR X AR ME BB o MBI A — ML

Finn: A legend...

Jean: AR L BT TS, B ..

Finn: The tower will collapse, or fall down...

Jean: [T Sl syil) -3 R S B M

Finn: The monarchy, or royal family, will disappear...

Jean: M3 ER Y 9HE ..

Finn: A great disaster...

Jean: F P I X AN S [

Finn: Will befall the nation! Befall means ‘to happen to’, especially when it’'s

something bad.
Jean: So could | ask “what befell you at work today?”

Finn: Well, no, ‘befall’ is a literary word; you wouldn’t normally use it in everyday
conversation.

Jean: JERR M F, AN H 8RR B E B A1 o 5 R SR I 28 15 A8 e — T >4
TR TAE — iy AW Ao 2 B LB B A T AR o R IE G B S ) iy 2 i
TR, ANy BRI E AR K T

Finn: That’s about it from this week’s ‘On the Town’ from BBC Learning English.

Jean: A B RFMIA TR T — IR BIEHIOR IR, R3] T — 2 H AR e
FH .

Finn: Don’t forget you can visit our website at any time to help you improve your
English.

Jean: BATHIPIAL B2 www.bbe.co.uk/china, siii Learning English JEiE #0254k vl LI

See you next time. Byel

Finn: Bye.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/china

