BBC Learning English — On the Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Helen: Hello, I'm Helen. Welcome to “On the Town” from BBC Learning
English.

Z08é: 4K I#) BBC Learning English, FAl T4 FIR KGRI [5 2 44 1R [H 5 R
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Helen: The National Gallery. This wonderful place is very easy to find. It's

right behind the famous Trafalgar Square in the heart of London.
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Helen: Gill Hart is a curator with the National Gallery and we asked her what
we could see in this magnificent building.

Insert

The National Gallery houses western European painting from about the year 1250,
right up to 1900. 1900's our cut-off point although we do, of course, have the

odd thing that dates from about 1904, 1905; but roughly, the beginning of the
20" century is our cut-off point.
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Helen: European paintings.

Zoé: M HLIS TR A BRI

Helen: That’s right. The collection starts from about the year 1250 and goes

right up to the beginning of the 20th century.

Zoé: M 1250 7745, —HEF 20 48],

Helen: And the phrase cut-off point means no paintings collected are dated
after 1900.

Z08é: XHIRATAT LS — AN TE,  a cut off point, &/ 24k % Hi.

Helen: Now let’s listen to Gill again.
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Insert

The National Gallery houses western European painting from about the year 1250,
right up to 1900. 1900's our cut-off point although we do, of course, have the

odd thing that dates from about 1904, 1905; but roughly, the beginning of the
20" century is our cut-off point.
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Helen: So, Gill gave us a run-down of the famous artists and their work on
display here.

Insert

It’s hard to know where to start, but I think if you were heading into the earlier
part of the collection, some of the things to look out for would certainly be our

Raphael paintings. And of course we've got examples of Leonardo Da Vinci and
Michelangelo as well. A couple of Michelangelo paintings which again are worth
looking at and comparing to some of his contemporaries.
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Helen: Raphael was from the High Renaissance period.

Zoé: BRHSCE e i I I 3]

Helen: Renaissance.

Zoé: R SCER IR

Helen: The gallery also includes work from Leonardo Da Vinci.

Zoé: ROF R R TR, A AL,

Helen: Also several paintings by Michelangelo are worth looking at.

Zoé: KITWIFED A Ll X R o IRk, RSO WL SR XY
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Helen: That’s right, the visitors have the chance to compare these great
artists and see the differences in their artistic styles.

Zoé: FRFNTEAE F K TR AT 2000 2 M, AR 7 HIA SR, BATEREE 2
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Insert
It’s also worth paying some attention of course to some of the British artists.
We’ve got a wonderful British gallery in the collection, which has some great

examples of Turner and Constable. Constable’s “Hay Wain” being | think probably
one of the most famous paintings in that part of the collection.
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Helen: Yes, and famous British painters include Turner and Constable.
Zoé: AbATTFR A ot A LA [T ) FE Bl RO ML S5 €0 A
Insert

The collection really comes to a climax if you like, with our French 19" century
galleries.

Helen: Gill said the collection comes to a climax at the 19th century galleries.
Z08é: ] climax, AN Y a2 4R 7E 19 2l i) T
Insert

We’ve got a really strong collection of Monets; | think we in fact cover pretty
much all of Monet’s career. And then finally I think, moving towards the very last
few rooms of the collection, it’s worth paying some attention of course to Van
Gogh’s “Sunflowers”.

Zoé: 19 fhzd, 20 AR AR RIRE EN R .

Helen: That’s impressionism.

Zoé: RAERIRIER NI L —, AEEFARIEIATRER B AE—E b Al 0 XU
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Helen: Also another must see painting is the “Sunflowers” by Van Gogh.

Zoé: M H 2% sunflowers RJ 24655 ANRERS I

Helen: Sadly for us, it’s time to say goodbye. It’s been great to see the

National Gallery with Gill.
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Helen: And it’s free.

Zoé: XY, AT

Helen: So until next time, it’s goodbye from both of us at BBC Learning
English.

Z0é: Bye.

Helen: Bye-bye.
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