BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Piccadilly Circus Pl

Youling:  Hello. You're listening to On the Town from BBC Learning English. K&,
AT . WIAEAEBRI], FMRK —EHEERATN Jo XAAMHER K. Hi Jo— where
are you today?

Jo: Hi Youling. Yes | am on the streets of London with Matt Jonas who is going to
tell us all about where we are today. He works for londontown.com which is
an online guide to London; so he knows lots of things about the city. So Matt
where are we - and can you describe it for our listeners?

Matt: Ok, we’re standing in the middle of Piccadilly Circus which is a traffic junction
in the middle of London. We are surrounded by huge grand Victorian
buildings. On some of the buildings there are huge neon signs advertising
everything from tapes to electrical equipment to beer.

Youling:  Circus AR,  —/MEda ki, s SRk M ETE R Sk, 54—
BAREAARZEE ST Y. (EXE, Matt FREEESE —AEE,  WmEbd s
RHE) 7. AT TRAEM, Matt Feh a traffic junction, 28 Xig1- A
junction. fbfl T to be surrounded by #IRLEE XA FIETT . P FELEK
i, AT huge F1 grand SKRIEAEEFYIZ KFEE.  Victorian buildings, 4%
AR, TR dE 2 P e EAEAL g 1837-1901 XAMEANH .  Matt
R T EORRSERTAT T 5, neon signs FEMT4T) 47, advertising J 77, to
advertise.

Jo: You’re listening to On The Town from BBC Learning English and I'm here in
Piccadilly Circus with Matt Jonas who is telling us all about this famous place
in London. So what do you know about the history of Piccadilly Circus Matt?

Matt: Well, Piccadilly Circus was built in 1819 when the architect John Nash
designed Regent Street and it was originally a roundabout joining the roads
with a fountain in the middle. It’s not a roundabout anymore but it’s still a
very big junction.

Youling: ‘&/2&HEFIN John Nash 7& 1819 4Fixil . To design #il, an architect
FEAIT . I D R AT B R R Rl . XA A Rk . R
B ORI B a roundabout. BESRGIIL,  ABAAT 4 R BT IR T Y
A X AP TR I 5 e ? Why is it such a famous place in London?

Matt: Well, it’s right in the middle of the West End, there’s great shops and
everything near here; and you’ve got the famous statue of Eros in the middle,
which is what most people come to see.
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Youling:  West End #i/e# 4 IMCETEX . BT O, RET RZ ISR, Fb, &0

MR o

Jo: Matt, what can you tell us about the statue here, on the fountain, of the
angel?

Matt: Well, it’'s a memorial to Lord Shaftesbury who in the 19th century helped

abolish child labour in London and it’s actually of Anteros who is the Greek
god of brotherly love but people in London have shortened it to Eros which is
in fact the Greek God of sexual love.

Youling:  JF R IEIE A A&V I IRAA AN B T A0 . IXA AP B AE 1O 20 Sk HU A6 B0 7 T
VEH T MK TR, Matt X A7 RA§HY Eros. iX{7 Eros JEAEy oG E— M, b2
PR B 20, (HOX B RS SEBR g 44N Anteros (14l 2R SL K TR
A ZIZ M. Anteros ik4iFA Eros.

Jo: Well, thank you Matt for all your help today and for introducing Piccadilly
Circus to us. And thank you Youling for explaining the language to us.

Youling:  You're welcome Jo. A THFH Bl > — F P H#rii. See you next time.

Jo: Yes from all of us here at BBC Learning English On the Town, bye!
A junction.

Youling: XM,

Jo: To be surrounded by.
Youling:  #HZEE .
Jo: Grand.
Youling:  HEFSH).

Jo: A fountain.
Youling:  Wi%.

Jo: Neon signs.
Youling:  SEHLAT) 4.
Jo: To advertise.
Youling: U %.

Jo: An architect.
Youling:  #3ili,

Jo: To design.

Youling:  #il.
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Jo: A roundabout.
Youling: 4L
Jo: A memorial.

Youling: 4@, 4.
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