BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Neil: How are you today Jean?

Jean: Well actually I'm feeling a little run down. | need a break.
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Neil: Oh no, what’s up?
Jean: I think |1 need to get out of the city.
Neil: Well I know somewhere we can go which is peaceful, has a

fascinating history and is just twenty minutes away from
the centre of London.

Jean: Sounds perfect.
Neil: Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English, I'm

Neil. This is the programme where we visit some of the
most interesting places in and around London.

Jean: So, where are we going?

Neil: St. Albans.

Jean: St. Albans. Neil# i E L 1 H i, w46 20 X 42— ey
St. Albansf/Mik.

Neil: Well, here we are. Quiet, isn’t it?

Jean: Wow, | can actually hear birds singing. So, what can we
do here?

Neil: Let’s start at the biggest and most impressive building in

St Albans: the cathedral.

Jean: Cathedral. K#%. It's beautiful.
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Insert

Yes, and it tells the story of the city.

What do you mean?

Can you see the bricks in the main tower of the cathedral?
The red ones?

Yes. They’re actually Roman bricks.

Roman bricks? % 4%k ?

St Albans used to be a Roman city. In fact, it was one of
the most important cities in Roman Britain.

About two thousand years ago %' ™5 \{rixX B it T X R BLAE AR
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The Roman city was called Verulamium. There’s a museum
all about it here. Let’s have a look.

The museum has some very impressive Roman mosaics.
Mosaic.

3% %0 . Mosaic.

David Thorold is an archaeologist at the museum. He
describes the biggest mosaic.

Archaeologist. #5245,

The main design itself is a seashell and it’s also very reminiscent of the rays
of the rising sun and that’s quite a common image in Roman design.
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The design is in the shame of a seashell.
Seashell. V5.

And it makes you think of the rays of the rising sun. In
other words, it's reminiscent of the rays of the rising sun.

Rays. Jt4k. Reminiscent. $£IHF.

Page 2 of 4



YOU’RE LISTENING TO BBC LEARNING ENGLISH

Jean: So, if the cathedral is made of Roman bricks, does it mean
it's a Roman building?

Neil: No, there aren’t any Roman buildings left. What
happened was that when the Romans left, the local people
demolished the Roman city and used the bricks to make
the cathedral. Demolish.

Jean: Oh no. Demolishif /2 75 k.
Neil: As you can imagine, David from the Roman Museum is not

very happy about that.

Jean: But he thinks that the Roman buildings would not have
survived anyway. fthiiix 8 RS IX AR T, SEAE S
AR A o AT A 0 B IR Se G 3R W R AR IR, AT RER AN S Ok
B TR

Insert

On a purely archaeological level of course it's always a shame because it
would have been so nice had some of the buildings survived, but the chances
are, one way or another, that the buildings would have not survived.

Neil: Did you know the Romans went to China?
Jean: Really? What did they do?

Neil: Here’s David again.

Insert

What we are looking at is a small amount of trade and that we actually have
Roman merchants going out to the provinces and looking for new trade
routes, looking for new markets to sort of make profits from because the
Romans were very much driven by that sort of thing.

Neil: Roman merchants were looking for new trade routes.

Jean: Merchants. & A. Trade routes. %)%k,

Neil: He says the Romans were driven by profits. Driven.

Jean: Driven. #if 49804 . AT L DRIVENX AN]SR JE AR 2R
WA .
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So, the Romans went to China to try to find new ways of
making money. Well, after all that information | could do
with a drink. How about you Jean, fancy a pint?

Fancy a pint. X2 —AMHYA H R 9EE LE R A), SRIBIE AR
R TP TR AR TR o PNt I A 0 R Y O i FH P LT R T 2
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We could go to the oldest pub in England. Well, there are
a few pubs in England which people say are the oldest and
one of them is in St Albans. It’s called Ye Olde Fighting
Cocks because it used to be a venue for cock fighting.

Cock fighting! =}-%%!

But don’'t worry, cock fighting’s been illegal for years now.
We can just have a relaxing drink in a lovely old building.

Well, that’s about all we have time for today on BBC
Learning English.

If you want to learn more, go to our website
www.bbc.co.uk/china

See you next time.

Bye.
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