BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Tower Bridge #303EHE

Finn: Quick, Lily! Come and see - the bridge is opening!

Lily: Oh yes Finn, that's cool! Down there you can see the boat going
through.

Finn: Today in On the Town from BBC Learning English, we've come to the

famous Tower Bridge in London.
Lily: Tower Bridge. B2 G BMIENr. RS H 2 A 9 B A WIS )7 XU B B4 2
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Finn: And right now we’re standing on the high walkway between the two
towers.

Lily: The walkway. Af7ifi# .

Finn: Here’s Jess, who works for Tower Bridge, to tell us more.

Insert

We’'re actually standing on the high level walkways of Tower Bridge. From here
we can see St. Paul’s Cathedral and the London Eye and lots of very famous
sights of London; so the view from up here is absolutely fantastic.

Lily: S, X B R TR ORI T !
Finn: Fantastic!
Lily: Jess SHIAIN AU, WX AT LA RIS 20 288 K0 St. Paul’s, it fy

R EIREER% London Eye, DAy —2E 4 {0 % 5, sights.
Insert

You have two Gothic towers, and it’s a very very famous bridge, and then you
have the walkways which span between the two towers. They were actually built
to fit in with the Tower of London nearby, so that’s why they’re Gothic and that’s
why the bridge looks a lot older. It’s actually a Victorian structure and it was
finished in 1894; so it’s actually a lot younger than people think it is.

Lily: X B M R SRS S AR A
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Finn: Gothic.

Lily: 0 A A R0 ) S5t A DAl 2 A R PR el — P DA AT 8 A ATTHEIRT 3, S5 e
S A TR A I 2C I 3

Finn: In fact, it’s quite new; it was finished in 1894. It’s a Victorian structure.

Lily: — R YEZ AR . AN S R H B T O RS L . BERY
(R AT S Rt 2 A 1 7 (S 28 L] L f s R Re A IR e

Finn: Yes, in those days, London’s River Thames had a lot of river traffic.

Lily: IAE R ZRIE ] ORI AZ KBRSl T, AR ZE 900
Z o

Finn: You know, Lily, Jess told me something else about Tower Bridge: river

traffic has priority over road traffic.

Lily: FAHMSER has priority over Bt UMr L B4t - a4 B Rl . mdeik
TORZJEAREEAT T .

Finn: And that’s no matter how important the person inside the car!

Insert

We’ve had Bill Clinton, who was actually stuck during a bridge lift, he couldn't get
across; and he was in the first car waiting for the bridge to lift. That was a few
years ago now. So regardless of who is waiting, it’'s always the boats that get
through first.

Lily: HIJLAY4 Bill Clinton sodR#iys A& 2 %, witlN7E T stuck B5#rid b
Finn: Yes, so even the President of America had to wait when a boat was

passing under the bridge.

Lily: AN AT FE LA (A A IO B, AR AT IS T

Finn: That’s right. He made it across safely in the end. But one year, a
London bus had a very frightening experience when it was crossing the
bridge.

Lily: Really, what happened?

Finn: Well, here’s Geoff, a guide at the Tower Bridge exhibition, to tell us

what happened.
Insert

The bridge started to rise with the bus going halfway up it. The driver had to
make a split-second decision and decided to go for the jump, and bounced across
to the other side. There were 16 passengers on the bus at the time who got
bounced about, but there were no serious injuries. It can't happen today because
we've got steel gates that close before the bridge can lift.
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halfway across.

The driver had to make a split-second decision.
—WBEZ AR PR - BRI AR T RIC R4k STt 20e?
And he decided to go for the jump.

EL b RASRBER, %2 T 1.

Thankfully, there were no serious injuries.

B EAH

But Geoff says that this won’t happen these days because there are
steel gates that stop cars from going across when the bridge is opening!

W KT steel gates.
And that’s all for this week.

AT PIHEZ www.bbe.co.uk/china.

Bye for now.

Bye!
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