BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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The Old Bailey £ )

Jean: Hello, XWrBBCH# Tifiu% 1 H, FRAZEHEL,
Helen: Hi, I'm Helen. This is the programme where we visit some of the most

interesting places in and around London.

Jean: R T] BERRAEAN R FRATA R H ok, 4ok [l By 44Uk e, A TR e IX HL i
P LR -

Helen: The Central Criminal Court.

Jean: Criminal 7EX HBMFREE, Sl —E RS T

Helen: The Central Criminal Court also has a famous nickname.

Jean: 2 ? HiLAT MM nickname?

Helen: Well, the courthouse is also known as The Old Bailey.

Jean: EHIANS AL U] The Old Bailey. HIX & A B 4R 2

Helen: It comes from the street where the courthouse is located. The street follows

the line of the original wall of the city which was known as ‘The Bailey’.

Jean: JRARX AL AE X AT A 0. e ZCEES i Bailey, 1Mk Re IELF A% 75 7]
—4t b, MR T2 NAIIXAMMS . Helen, what's the history behind this most
famous courthouse?

Helen: Well, there has been a courthouse on this site since the 17" century, but the
present building was built in 1907, just over 100 years ago.

Jean: L7 A X B —AMERE T, AN I Ay B R 2 LOOAE R B -
Helen: We followed Michael Ramston inside the Old Bailey.
Insert

There are 18 courtrooms linked by imposing waiting areas, that usually bustle with
lawyers, the relatives of those on trial, and journalists. For 100 years, these courts have
been hearing criminal cases that have captured the interest of the nation.
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Jean: Wr Michael -2 Jafp ik b A 184N E courtrooms.

Helen: And they are all linked by imposing waiting areas. Imposing here means
impressive, and their huge size can feel a bit scary to people.

Jean: SIS AEVE BT Bk I EGE AR lawyers, KIETE judges, #i5KJE relatives
of those on trial, it # journalists.

Helen: And the cases heard in these courts are serious crimes which frequently
capture the interests of the nation.

Jean: FEIX ey g vh R4 T 1) — AR SR IR K RO IRI ZE 244 serious criminal cases, 4k & itk
IV I£E 55 capturing the interests of the nation. JSAMFEEIR H 44 % e ?

Helen: One of the famous trials at the Old Bailey was that of Dr Crippen who
poisoned his wife and then disposed of her body in a number of horrible ways.

Jean: Yuk, 191045504 [F ) AR AP BRI 5 028 1), A LA U B K

Helen: Also, Ruth Ellis, the last woman to be executed in Britain was tried and
convicted at the Old Bailey in 1955 for murdering her lover.

Jean: XA BRI Ruth Ellis /219554712 VIR, W2 D[R i g —MEA AL SR Y
ZNs
Helen: More recently, the infamous Yorkshire Ripper, Peter Sutcliffe, was convicted in

1981 for murdering 13 women in the north of England.

Jean: WA 19814 Peter Sutcliffe, fhb#lifRk hy 22 el T T the Yorkshire Ripper, —3t
WATLI3® LT

Helen: Let’s move a bit deeper inside the courthouse. Now we’re looking at the Dead
Man’s Walk.

Jean: WK LA I BOROBR,  £E°Z DM L AP PR B oG — BUR A AT, IXAE s 2% the

Dead Man’s Walk. FA Wi T4E A 52 Charles Henty Ktk .
Insert

The idea was the condemned person was frankly left with no choice in turning round, so
as you get to the bottom here, there is absolutely no space for that person to turn
around, and as they went down to the end there, turn to the right, they met their maker
at the drop.

Helen: Basically, the pathway gets smaller and narrower with each step. The
condemned person was left with no choice in turning around. It only went one
way...

Jean: XBOEE kA, iAEIE the condemned person LiE# 45 no space to turn

around, HEEHERTE, EMSET.
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Helen: If you are interested in the British criminal justice system, then you should
definitely make the Old Bailey your number one stop in London.

Jean: 2 DUR A [ e iR —FERS SR VP S ARt P ATEAT ATV E BRE 55 0T
Helen: But you must not take any notes or pictures, and definitely no mobile phones.

Jean: AT AE AR T S A R RE R, AR AT s .

Helen: That’s it about the Old Bailey.
Jean: See you next time.
Helen: Bye bye.
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