BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hello, you're listening to BBC Learning English. I’'m Helen. Welcome to On
the Town.
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London is famous for many of its sights and historical buildings:
Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, the Tower of London, to name but a few.

But where are you taking us today?

Today we’re visiting a monument, which you may not have heard of but is
well worth a visit.
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And this one is rather tall. We are at the Monument to the Great Fire of
London.
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Sure. In 1666, there was a huge fire in the city and nearly half of London
was destroyed. According to records, the fire burned for days and it was
absolutely devastating for everyone living in the city.
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Now let’s focus on the Monument. Our guide today is James Clare. He is
the Historic Buildings Architect for the City of London.

So what can James tell us about this monument?

It's a tall stone column and there are stairs inside that you can climb and view London
from the top. Just above that viewing platform, there is a golden ball of fire that
commemorates the Great Fire of London in 1666.
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It’s a tall stone column and there are stairs inside which allow people to
climb up and view London from the top.
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That’s to commemorate the Great Fire of London.

To commemorate X2 — M EX . AHRALS—MERIN, 832 — Mk
K24k, So when was the Monument built and who built it?

It was started in 1671 and finished in 1677. There was a Commission set up jointly
between the government, which was the Crown, and the City of London, and they had
equal representation on that committee. The leader for the Crown was Sir Christopher
Wren and the leader for the City was Robert Hooke.
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So the monument was built eleven years after the Great Fire of London
and the construction project lasted six years.
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A commission was set up between the government and the City of London.
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A committee, a small group of people chosen to make decisions on behalf
of a larger group.
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Robert Hooke.

Sir Christopher Wren was a very very famous architect.
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And some of his other buildings are popular tourist attractions today.
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Yes, he designed and supervised St. Paul's Cathedral, the new cathedral in the classical
form which replaced the old Gothic cathedral which had been destroyed in the Great Fire.
And you can get a good view of St. Paul's from the top of the Monument.
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The old St Paul’s Cathedral was in the old Gothic style. It was destroyed in
the Great Fire of London.
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Absolutely, we did say there are stairs...

Well, it's over 200 feet tall, that's about 61 metres and there are 311 steps to the
viewing platform.
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311 steps.
Wow, X6 i 61 K, —ILE€ 311 & H.

So you’d better be prepared, there’s no lift service and there’s not likely to
be one in the future.
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And here’s what some of the visitors thought of their visit.

Man: It's a really amazing view, and it's really nice, we have a perfect view over the
whole city and | really enjoy it.

Woman: It's really cool, | can't say any more. You must be here and see it, all the city.
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They've really enjoyed themselves, haven’t they?
Well, that’s it for today’s On the Town from BBC Learning English.
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That’s it, so see you next timel!
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Bye bye.
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