BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

KT B #E

TR 36 H IR PR PE . A SCRG T e e RIS g4I R b =79 F AR
AR

Ain’t #F

I ain’t got time.

There ain’t any food left in the fridge.
I ain’t having a good day.

There ain’t anyone here.

I ain’t going to do this.

Diarmuid: Hello everybody, and welcome to another Question and Answer of the
Week from BBC Learning English. I'm Diarmuid.

Li: And I'm Li. Xi@WrfRin &3 H. What were those people at the beginning
of the programme talking about Diarmuid?

Diarmuid: They were talking about lots of different things but what each sentence had
in common is that it used a particular word.

Li: WA BAT T 2 ek % BLERH 21 T —NRIFE R Fn]. Is that the word that we have
been asked about for this programme?

Diarmuid: Of course it is. This week’s question comes from Erika, from China. Let’s
hear what we she had to say.

Insert
Thank you for reading my letter! I am a teenager. | come from China.

I wonder what the word ‘ain't’ means? And for instance, what does ‘Ain't No Sunshine’
mean?

I am looking forward to receiving your letter, thank you very much.
Erica
Diarmuid: So thank you to Erica for that interesting question.

Li: Erica [r] 7 [ [ 8UE A 5% — MRA BRI SCTE fn], i HAR 2295 XA Bl B VEAN

o

Diarmuid: Yes, Erica has asked us about the word ain’t. It’s a word that you can hear
frequently in spoken English. But what does it mean?

Li: A FELEFATWE T H TFLAABLEXHEIE . Here they are. Listen closely:
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Insert

I ain’t got time.

There ain’'t any food left in the fridge.
I ain’t having a good day.

There ain’t anyone here.

I ain’t going to do this.

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:
Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:
Diarmuid:

Insert

Ok Li, what do you think of those sentences? What do they all have in
common?

Well, it seems clear to me that the thing they all have in common is that
they are all negative sentences. Ji Xt #2121,

You ain’t wrong!
I ain’t?
Sorry Li. Let me say that again. You aren’t wrong. All of the examples were

negative. Let’s listen to them one by one and decide how we could say the
same sentence without using the word ain’t.

WA, H I FRA TR ain’t XA ] A ) SRR ——HU

Let’s begin:

| ain’t got time.

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Insert

=z

I ain’t got time. =D EFKAAGHH. So | think that another way to say this
sentence should be: | haven't got time. Am | right?

Exactly. | ain’t got time. | haven’t got time. So in this sentence ain’t has
the same meaning as haven't.

Let’s try another one.

Ok. Listen to this:

There ain’t any food left in the fridge.

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

There ain’t any food left in the fridge. VKFHEEAWZINAE T . It's a negative
sentence so it should be: There isn’t any food left in the fridge.

That’s right. In this sentence ain’t means the same as isn’t. There isn’t any
food left in the fridge,

So here ain’t means isn’t. There isn’'t any food left in the fridge.
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Diarmuid:

Insert

Exactly. Let’'s do another.

I ain’t having a good day.

Li:

Diarmuid:
Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:
Diarmuid:
Li:
Diarmuid:
Li:
Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:
Li:
Diarmuid:
Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Insert

I ain’t having a good day. Ok, it’s negative so instead of saying | ain’t
having a good day, we could say I'm not having a good day.

Exactly. I ain’t. I'm not.
I ain’t. I'm not. &F ain’t WJUARKRIBZAFIHE. Is that right?

That’s correct. We can use the word ain’t instead of the negative forms of
the verb to be or the verb to have.

So ain’t could be used instead of am not.

Isn’t.

Aren’t.

Haven’t.

And hasn’t.

Absolutely. We can use the word ain’t instead of all of those words.
This word ain’t is fantastic, Diarmuid. We can use it instead of am not,
isn’t, aren’t, haven’t and hasn’t. £ & SZH K —N ], FRATA] DU B R HAIR
2 HoAh 1], AR ?

That'’s true. But there is a problem.

A problem? £} [n] @i ?

The problem is that the word ain’t isn’t correct English.

Ain't AN EARAETEE!

That’s right. Although lots of people use the word ain’t, it is not seen as
being correct English. Some people might even see it as a sign of being

poorly educated.

ALK BBC Sk ## i 5 L K Cath FIATLIE,

It's interesting the word ain’t. You’ll hear it a lot. People do use it a lot in normal spoken
English. The main problem is, of course, that it’s not correct. So you might want to be a
little bit careful in using the word ain’t in formal situations.

Li:

That’s interesting. Cath said that it is a word used a lot “in normal spoken

English”. ZE I 1138 4 .
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Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

Diarmuid:

Li:

She did. But she also went on to say that the word is not correct English,
and that you need to be careful using that word in formal situations.

FEIERIZ G T .

So while it may be acceptable to hear and use ain’t when speaking English
in informal situations, it is better not to use it in written English and in
formal situations.

Eaul, fETAEREE BRI, FRATANZA ain't.
Or if you are writing something in English, it's best to avoid it.

But I have a question, Diarmuid. If so many people use this word so
frequently, why isn’t it accepted as correct English?

That is a very good question Li. This is an ongoing debate in the English
language — should words, phrases or structures become accepted as
correct English by popular use?

Or should correct or standard English be protected from the mistakes of
people who don’t speak it properly?

Hmm, | imagine lots of people have very different answers and opinions to
those questions. Perhaps we should ask our audience what they think.

LS AT AR AT, BRI W ORI EVE — AR R DL W A R A
32 T RAEM AT LUSoA IE R 7 I B AT %R % Ge i 1R e ?

Tell us what you think by sending us an email to
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. We’d love to hear from you, and | ain’t

lying?

You ain’t lying!

Oops! My mistake, or is it? Join us again at www.bbcukchina.com for more
English learning fun. Bye.

Goodbye.
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