BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Native English Speakers / FiENEHERA

Finn: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week, presented by me
Finn.

Feifei: And me, Feifei.

Finn: Now, before we find out this week’s question, let’s listen to two people

talking about their favourite cities.

Feifei: T RFKAEWT PR oA se A se il A~ N 9eiE 2 2L RS . Which one is the
native speaker?

Insert

My favourite city’s definitely London. So much going on, it’s an eclectic mix of people,
lots to do and see all the time so it's a great place.

New York. It's different to another city. It’s very, very different, the people the building.

Finn: So — any ideas? Feifei, tell us.

Feifei: The first one! The second person was from... Spain?

Finn: Spain, that’s right. But who was easier to understand?

Feifei: XA ) L SR A A R H A BATESR AR . Wenwen gt R di iz A il .
Insert

I have studied English for years and now I live in London. Why do | find that I could

understand the non-native English speakers better than native English speakers? Could

you help me to find out the reason? Thank you.

Feifei: Wenwen il AE A4 B e i BEE A2 9855 )N non-native English
speakers {iyLiE4s L OGE A BHE A native English speakers E4 Y. R C4%
FIUBEZAE, JFHANIAEAAEAC I, w2 XA ) UL L L AR R 2%

Finn: Feifei, do you find me difficult to understand?

Feifei: Ha ha, no | don’t. But you do speak quite clearly.
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Finn: Quite clearly? Well thank you very much, I'm happy to hear that. But |
understand Wenwen'’s question. For example when | was learning Chinese |
also used to find it easier to speak to non-native speakers when | was
beginning. Possibly because the vocabulary that they knew was the same
as the vocabulary | knew because we were all beginning and we used the
same kind of textbooks. And we didn’t know any slang. A lot of native
speakers use a lot of slang, R {HiE.

So today we're looking for other reasons why native speakers are
sometimes more difficult to understand. Lets listen to those two people
from the start of the programme again. This time try to notice as many
differences in the way they speak as you can.

Insert

My favourite city’s definitely London. So much going on, it’s an eclectic mix of people,
lots to do and see all the time so it's a great place.

New York. It's different to another city. It’s very, very different, the people the building.
Feifei: LT, WESE TR A BT RO ?

Finn: Perhaps we can look at three main areas. One, | think, which is very
obvious, is the speed of speech. Feifei, would you agree?

Feifei: Yes, the English woman spoke much faster. X — SR KK H G, TG A+t
TN BOTE IRTE R, FRATIT Al Sk 2 LR E 77

Finn: But related to this point is another one which I think is useful for Chinese
learners to think about. Native speakers tend to run words together.

Feifei: WA U0 A A 1R 2 3% 3 run words together. 15T T X A1) 1
Insert
So much going on, it's an eclectic mix of people, lots to do and see all the time.

Feifei: T — — XA iEP AR ZES:, & BT EE people Fl lots [, FiE
people FlHin lots WA B A4 256, HEARE.

Insert

People ... lots. People ... lots. People ... lots.

Finn: Now, let’'s compare this to the other speaker.
Insert

It's very, very different, the people, the building.
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Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Insert

Now here, even though he has a strong Spanish accent we can hear each
word individually.

So that’s difference number one: speed. There are at least two other areas
we can talk about: the words people use and the clarity of their speech;
how clearly they speak.

AT . AR Sy BRMR, K2 8 19l B A AT e v A BHE A
RULELN, KN B AR R .

For example, the woman we’ve been listening to uses quite a difficult word.
Listen out for it:

So much going on, it's a eclectic mix of people, lots to do and see all the time.

Finn:
Feifei:

Finn:

Insert

Did you hear it? Feifei?
Eclectic it & 1.

Now, to make things more difficult, she doesn’t pronounce the word very
clearly:

it’s an eclectic mix of people...

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Insert

“it’s a... cleti mix o people”. She said “clectic” rather than “eclectic” didn’t
she?

TR L BE AR L, i AR AR A, BT MERERR

Yes, because it sounds like she says “a eclectic”, which should of course
be...

An eclectic. WHRARLIFTEITE eclectic X AN, B4 ARt 13 161 3X ) 1% v 1E A1) 9%
SHX AN AR N AMER o KK N AZEAE mix JRE XA R, I ER A HiE
eclectic (&, HZHIE mix FRATRERS HX A)% K&

Feifei, we’ve been talking about the clarity of speech. One other thing to

talk about is the accent. If people speak in an accent we’'re not familiar
with it can be hard to understand.

Accent . JXATAER S — NI BETE IO N Ui L FATTHE LLER AR 0 S A o

It's different to another city. It's very, very different, the people the building.
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Finn: This man clearly has a Spanish accent, but does it really make him more
difficult to understand?

Feifei: I actually think it’s not too bad.

Finn: Yes, it's quite clear even though he has an accent. Which brings me to
another point: as we often say in these programmes, if you want to
improve your listening skills it’s really a great idea to listen to as many
accents as possible.

Feifei: WERATREME, AW &Rl L5 . FEWAXFEI Bkttt 2, standard English
PRAE SIS ORISR T o AR 15 8 AN ED B A VF ISR (K H L2 e bE S5 9 RN
KEABSGEMILSCEEAZ T .

Finn: Ok so we've talked about some of the main differences and how they can
affect understanding: the speed, running words together, words used, the
accent and clarity of speech. In a moment we’re going to play you some
more people talking about their favourite cities, native speakers and non-
native speakers, and | want everyone to think about what we’ve discussed
today while they listen.

Feifei: S, B R 22k ) A B Re m 72 0E,  BURIR 225 ) S8 1 [7) 22 54T 951
NEHERI A ARNE T, MBS RS BT B EEE, —iEg%k], L
%Eé%o

Finn: So, until next time, goodbye everyone. Happy learning. And thank you to

Wenwen for her question.

Feifei: XK 5% ik B AT 199 Ssiwww . bbeukehina.com, 7R3 LA S n LA 21 5 £ (1) 9535 1
o BT, TR HES.

Insert

I actually really enjoyed Barcelona. We went there a few times and | really liked it
because of the weather, | just liked it, I can’t really say why. Because there’s the beach
and the city and that’s it.

I'd like to live in New York, cos it's always busy it's like London it’s busy and it's hot as
well. So, yeah, that’s the only reason.

Miami, that’s a beautiful city. Because | love NBA games. My favourite player is in Miami
so | love that city.

Rio de Janeiro, because if you can see the weather right now, the rain, the grey the wet
it’s a miserable day, all day it’'s awful. So Rio, the sun, the sea, the beautiful people,
come on.

I'd love to live in London and | am going to live in London next year, because why would
you want to live anywhere else?
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