BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Helen: Hello everyone and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Helen.
Feifei: REWFPIEMAERE, LA KRR FZ 5 H h AT — PRI A Fei $2 1 A04F L.

Helen: Fei asked if we could make a programme about tongue twisters, to help with
pronunciation practice.

Feifei: Tongue 53k, twister [, Zekik, X MAZEE K2 tongue twister %5
4. Fei #UIRAHESE N AE—AT B BRI H . XA idea K.

Helen: Me too. It's a great suggestion. We have quite a lot of tongue twisters in
English lined up for you in this programme. And everyone can have a go at
them.

Feifei: B FRAMALE L, 2B S a7 g Fei SAHIRE, T LA B34

Helen: Well, let’s get started. I'll start with a short English tongue twister.

Feifei: Good luck.

Helen: | slit a sheet, a sheet I slit. Upon the slitted sheet, | sit.

Feifei: Well, that’s not bad. Now you’ve got to do it faster.

Helen: | slit a sheet, a sheet I slit. Upon the slitted sheet, | sit. | slit a sheet, a sheet

I slit. Upon the slitted sheet, | sit.
Feifei: That's very good. Well done. # FRiLIRAIWIWIIEE ZIT Sarah S48 4 K.
Insert
I think they’re good fun. | think they’re always a lot harder than you ever think they're

going to be. But generally they’re good fun, especially for learning languages, | think for
pronunciation as well.

Helen: | agree, tongue twisters are good fun.
Feifei: WF T ERER D, FRURRREI AR S T o MAFESE D SHEETE )L ?
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Insert

I think it’s the build up of the combination of sounds. So it’s the pronunciation. When you
start off on the first one it’s fairly easy, so she sells seashells by the seashore. But it’s
actually the cumulative effect of saying the S’s and the H’s and the different sounds. So
the second line is harder.

Helen: The hard thing about tongue twisters is to get the combination of sounds right.

Feifei: Sarah A K% AR ML RIRECE T —i&, BTl REET . s Al h EH
HIE—NMITF T, BOIE KBS 4.

Helen: Let’s hear Sarah practising one of the popular tongue twisters: she sells
seashells by the seashore. You’ll notice that even native speakers can find
these sentences very tricky.

Insert

She sells seashells by the seashore.
The shells she sells are surely seashells.
So if she sells shells on the seashore,
I'm sure she sells seashore shells.

Feifei: iz/ ZA~ s Ml sh, MERi% Sarah #RWARLEN T o IPA W R IA TR IS 28 114 SR o
s R T B R e 2

Insert

| think it’s the actual precision in the difference in pronunciation, | think that’'s why it’'s
very useful. Because sometimes the differences are quite subtle, but it's very important
for the understanding, the comprehension of what they’re saying. So it’s actually being
very precise in the pronunciation, and actually thinking about the different sounds that
you're trying to make with your mouth and your tongue, and going over it and practising.
Listening, recording yourself is often very useful, and just doing it again and again.

Feifei: W% Sarah UWHIASKE, 6040 DUBIGRFRA TR & & .
Helen: It's about precision.

Feifei: HERIE precision. A IREARF) =& LB HEX 5],  the differences are quite
subtle. LA EH MR, comprehension HiZH MR,

Helen: And one way to improve your tongue twisting skills is to record yourself and
listen to yourself.

Feifei: LE RSN R TR, WP e 1, A R .

Helen: Now let’s listen to more tongue twisters. Here is a great performance from
Abdu.

bbcukchina.com Page 2 of 3



Insert

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

Did Peter Piper pick a peck of pickled peppers?

If Peter Piper Picked a peck of pickled peppers,

Where's the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?

Feifei: That's a tough one, lots of Ps. Any more?
Helen: Of course. Here’s one with lots of Bs in it.
Insert

Betty Botter bought a bit of butter.

The butter Betty Botter bought was a bit bitter
And made her batter bitter.

But a bit of better butter

Makes better batter.

So Betty Botter bought a bit of better butter,
Making Betty Botter's bitter batter better.

Feifei: Betty bought a bit of butter. X444 b il t.
Helen: I have another one here. It’s very simple, just four words, but don’t be fooled.
If you have to repeat it several times, it gets a lot harder. Try it: red lorry,

yellow lorry.

Feifei: Red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry, yellow lorry, red lorry,
yellow lorry.

Helen: Well done! Let me have a go with another one.
Insert

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck

If a woodchuck could chuck wood?

He would chuck, he would, as much as he could,

And chuck as much as a woodchuck would

If a woodchuck could chuck wood.

Feifei: We're having great fun in the studio.

Helen: No wonder tongue twisters are great for parties.

Feifei: BRI LA 4, X party RS LLEE—T.

Helen: Me too. Well 1 hope you’ve enjoyed our programme today and why not try out
some of the tongue twisters we’ve shown you today at home.

Feifei: RS o BATTR T H A

Helen: Bye bye.
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