BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Rather ¥t Rather

Yang Li: KFEUF, TEHF, MAWEUr (R S RIKE T K ERH A% Chen
Lian Lian 32l —AN w8, BRI fl H rather XA .

Insert
How to use the word "rather"? | am often confused by its various usages.

--Chen Lian Lian

Yang Li: The word rather is spelt r-a-t-h-e-r rather XMl Z R /8, B LURXER —A4
PUEFRMERS . 1 can’t tell you the exact translation of the word because it
all depends on the context in which you use this word. ANid3AEE T K5 /)

B >R A3 BH X AN 1) 22 s B
Yang Li: B, MENAER, REETE.
Insert

I would rather not go. | would rather be with you for Christmas.

Yang Li: PLEBAE s ) rather 02 T EE 24 FEMED, TTIAL; T EAR—RE X%
Wt

Insert

I would rather not go. | would rather be with you for Christmas.

Yang Li: WAL R B LK, w2 rather FUERIEEN, F/RFEY to a certain
or significant degree.

Insert

A: I'm starting my Italian lessons next week. | need a good dictionary. What do you think

of this one?
B: That's a rather difficult one for a beginner. Let’s see... try this one. It's easier.
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Yang Li: ST W1 R A T A ) LAHE T . Rather difficult, quite difficult. Fifi2%s
A

Insert
A: Did you have a good journey?

B: The train was rather too crowded for a comfortable journey I'm afraid. But | suppose
that’s quite normal during rush hour, isn’t it?

Yang Li: PRI ? 5 & [ it KA KIS T, A K%k rather too crowded for a
comfortable journey. Now | am going to test you. A FHEIXAJIEE A . &
TR IR AT, A A KUK

Insert

| tried the new pair of shoes you gave me but they are rather tight.

| tried the new pair of shoes you gave me but they are rather tight.

Yang Li: Number two G RPN A I .

Insert

He spoke rather too quickly for me to understand.
He spoke rather too quickly for me to understand.

Yang Li: Did you get it? K%J& rather tight, #H5 APt rather too quickly. Let's
move on.

Yang Li: RS A, BRI, R ER YA, more precisely or more exactly.

Insert

A: He got home late last night, or rather early this morning.
Yang Li: AblE R, R, A R-—E A BRI
Insert

A: He got home late last night, or rather early this morning.

Yang Li: E M)
Insert

A: How is your Spanish friend, the one we met last Christmas?
B: You mean Jose? He's my sister's friend really, rather than mine.
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Yang Li: PRIVAL VEHEF AR S ARE? W7 iR, W, MRl Jose? HisZ, TEAEMIMLG, b2
AR A -

Yang Li: VU A A RIRATE G B, 2 rather KRR —Fim, 53R

in... 5%, indicating one’s preference in a particular matter. &V ],

Insert

A: Which team would you rather support? Man U or Chelsea?

B: Of course Manchester United.

Yang Li: PRSCFFMEANBN? B IBIL R V/RAS 2 seA)h i) rather LR VRGN . 55 4MEA RS
WWrE rather than XA HVE, BEZ, AL G,

Insert

A: You are a good chess player, aren’t you?

B: Well | like to play Chinese chess rather than international chess.
Yang Li: PREGBETAAEM 2 X7 RIE, BERTHESE, A LEBEZE, rather than

international chess.
Insert

A: Would you like a Cappuccino or latté?
B: Mmm, | think I'd like to have a cold drink rather than coffee. It feels rather hot in here.

Yang Li: SERRIE A NE? Xy Al ARG AR, rather than coffee MiAS2MIME, PR 4 Al
R it feels rather hot in here. {FE% /> rather XIRFEJE, A, L
rather hot.

Insert

A: Would you like to go to the pub with me for some jazz?
B:1'd rather stay at home this evening if you don’t mind. I’'m rather tired.

Yang Li: PR IR 2 G? Xr IREAR R AE K B, I'd rather stay at home. FGIHE 2K
rather tired 1R %, #HM%.
Yang Li: I, BIEAIERAHT rather XA FEH . RKEAGAES G RE 2

ZiER rather XAMAK Y. Hope you get to use the word rather, rather
well in the future. Goodbye.
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