BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Hello, my name is Hugo. I come from Guangdong in China. And my question is,what’s
the difference between these words: normal, simple, common and ordinary. | do want to
know the difference between these four words. Thank you very much.

Li: Hugo 84 PYAN [ i synonyms [/ )R 8L —id, normal, ordinary, simple
B common. IXPYAN KA EHSR R F]—ANEAR, X R, CF LR,
AFR— D AR UEANTE A, P ABRAF B 8E 1 DU 5K BN 7 5 BRI . Al A2

Mr Normal.
Mr Normal: Hello.
Li: Mr Ordinary.

Mr Ordinary: Hello.

Li: Mr Simple.

Mr Simple: Good afternoon.
Li: And Mr Common.

Mr Common: Hi there! It’s great to be here!

Li: MR AFIRANTU A 2R 1%, 2D 0RMT0 & B2 R —Ff. Welcome to the studio.
AR AT L 2o Aok 1% Hugo MR8, ARATEEAS AT LIRSS B 5 1 ok &
O

Synonyms: Sounds like a good idea / why not / that’s good.
Li: B ikEA Tk E B X/ T . What do you think of this chair, Mr Normal?
Mr Normal: It's a normal chair because it’'s like most chairs. It’s not a special chair.

Mr Ordinary: Yes, | would say it’'s an ordinary chair for the same reason.
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Li: XA R R T, B Do e e R . 1t's a normal chair B an
ordinary chair — 33 [F 1.

Mr Simple: It’s a simple chair too. It has a very plain design and is easy to use.
Li: H simple RIEEWF, RaRXETEAATAER AN B AR R DhRE, —iE

HIF T, WA TF Hugo's $2H I JLAN f ) = R B2
Mr Common: [clears throat]
Li: T, Mr Common, {2 S8 TRER ERZEILR, EAE? Is it a common chair?

Mr Common: Yes, it is a common chair but for a slightly different reason. You see chairs
like that all the time, and most people have a chair like that.

Li: e viAE FH common IXANESKRIE AR T i, 5 SORH WK X2 — 4R I
¥ common #ILM. REF, FER/ANLE—T, normal fil ordinary R/x %
8, I AR R W R BRI AR I LR AR 2,
simple. 5.

Mr Simple:  Or easy to use or understand.
Li: A GAENT, 25 BRI o

Mr Simple:  Now, simple things aren’t always ordinary. For example, Coco Chanel’s
little black dress was a very simple item of clothing but it wasn’t ordinary
or normal or common. It was quite special.

Li: AR LI 44 N B 5y A7, BAR simple HZEAGE ordinary RIE
e MIHHIANE ordinary Al normal SOXUHAI RN ? 72T AR T i, AT
iz/l\]_J /\L”H'j’ Xﬂ‘uH?

Mr Ordinary: Well yes but —

Mr Normal: Now, hang on a second — oh sorry.

Mr Ordinary: You carry on old boy.

Mr Normal: Right yes, | was going to say that there is a slightly different meaning. |
think the opposite of normal is strange, and the opposite of ordinary is

special. So for example, | can say ‘It is normal to fall in love when you're a
teenager.’ That's because it’'s not strange to fall in love, it's part of growing

up.
Li: BWIAT. BWE2—MEFNE normal B M ABRKE P IERET.

Mr Common: Yes, and many people fall in love when they're teenagers. So we can also
say “It's common to fall in love when you’re a teenager”.
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Li:

Mr Ordinary:

Li:

Mr Simple:

Li:

Mr Ordinary:

Li:

Mr Ordinary:

Li:

Mr Normal:

Li:

HI TR 22 NHRA I A 52 (28 i iy AFRATT AT DLUE 2 — PFARE WL common.

But falling in love is never ordinary! It isn’t strange or unusual but it is still
special.

Anl BARIRFZIEAT I, HARE—MEE &) special, Ff] 1 #5A e
ordinary £JEZ, KA — P IRER BRI & -

And there’s something else too... Falling in love is never simple! [starts
crying]

WG A — R B0 not simple. There there, Mr Simple.
Pull yourself together man!

S X AL, FRAER GO IXDYAN T B ] (K 40 G X ) A AT T 2EE1% . Hugo R
BAVHRBR AL AEERITI, A2 L BATTH X DY i R — A NI ik
x4+ X.. How would you describe yourself, Mr Ordinary?

Well, you know. I'm not really a terribly interesting person. | have a job
and a family. | agree with most people about most things most of the time.
And importantly, I’'m not rich and famous. When we talk about ordinary
people, we often mean people who are not famous or successful.

W, ARBEA O MR ordinary BEAE A AL4.  What about you
Mr Normal? How would you describe yourself?

Well yes. I’'m quite similar to Mr Ordinary. | think I’'m normal because I
behave like most people. People who are abnormal behave strangely. So
I’'m not mad and | look and act like other people.

Mr Normal UirEEZ— AN ANIANRAIT 25 ILRIE S, A B, wtmT Ll
normal XA, BAIAGIRA T, Mo AW T, e AE—A R
B, AT BEE normal. Akb, R A AR HE A A PR R
ordinary, WATEEAE, W RENEZTF—ES T AR

Normal / Ordinary: Yes, yes, good example Li.

Li:

Mr Simple:

Li:

Mr Simple:

Li:

Mr Simple, it's your turn. How would you describe yourself?

Well, I'm a simple man, a very straightforward man. | don’t have lots of
ambitions. | don’t have lots of opinions about big issues. | just want to live
my life and be happy.

X244 a simple man gl —AMEFAR KK SHAME B L H LN AW R
S TER AR simple AR XN AH SLE, A2

That’s very rudel!

FESE E RN common TR AR UK & — M RN
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Mr Common: Yes, that's also rude. But sometimes you hear the phrase ‘the common
man’ — not a common man, but the common man. That means the average
person, the typical person.

Li: The common man =& %iE N. Well chaps, we really must leave it there.

Mr Ordinary: | do hope we have helped explain all this, Hugo.

Mr Common: And haven’t just confused you more.

Mr Normal: Yes, remember if you're listening and if you have a question you can email

us at guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Mr Simple:  We might answer your question on this programme.
Li: But until next week...

All: Bye.
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