BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hurt and Injure %55

Li: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the week from BBC Learning
English. KxiF, LAHF, With me today is my colleague Diarmuid. Hi
Derm.

Diarmuid: Hello Li.

Li: As the word master you would love today’s question.
Diarmuid: So it’s about vocabulary then?

Li: Indeed. &% cxm1978 [ [ i B AR H 13X RE—AN 1)
Insert

FRIKIZ AT, srinjure 5 hurt ZEZENZE, HIZMENTEE LG4 X, B
LT g 2

Li: Basically she is asking whether there is any difference between the word
injure and the word hurt. She also gave two examples in her email:

Insert

He hurt his leg while playing football.
He injured his foot while playing soccer.

Li: So Derm, how similar or different are these two words?

Diarmuid:  Well, both of the words have similar meaning in that they mean to suffer
pain. So if you are hurt or if you are injured you will have suffered some
pain but the difference is in the degree of seriousness. For example, he
hurt his leg while playing football indicates not a very serious problem. If
we say he injured his foot while playing soccer then that means that there
would be lasting damage it could be a broken bone, or something more
serious.

Li: W, that's very useful. Derm i, PN EREAGIERMA TN R, H2LREAR
[F], fRAEAEAERRREAN R, 28 NIX W A)i5 h#. He hurt his leg while playing
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football. fgEkETHERRIE T —F, A™E, REER. Hsb—f)ik. He injured his
foot while playing soccer. fbiERI— IR 745, XH injure R ~FE R L™
&, Now Derm | would like you to give some examples where they are not
interchangeable?

OK. Let’s have a look at the word hurt first. Here are a few examples:
My shoes hurt because they are too tight.
My leg hurts when | walk fast.

Now in this situation you are not causing serious physical damage, so you
couldn’t say my shoes have injured me or my leg injures. We just wouldn’t
say it in that way. How would you explain that in Chinese Li?

Well let’s have a look at the implied meaning of hurt in both sentences. My
shoes hurt because they are too tight. XWHE KL T, FHAEZEE. XHK hurt
AN R RFS G, REAREH injure SkAAE. 5 —f)i my leg hurts when | walk
fast. FeoEE—, BEHUE, WU, HRKFKERXHAETE hurt #0215 44
ANEAL AR, EAEZS, BIKTEZEM hurt 1AM injure. Any other
examples?

Yes. Absolutely. Some phrases and words, we just use these things
together, so for example | know that these words may hurt but my
intention is to help you. You cannot use injure in this context.

XELTEWT R SRA R, (RN TR, EIEIHLELH . These words may
hurt but my intention is to help you. XZLLBGE F i R 2035 O AT, &5
F+147. OK. More set phrases Derm?

Yes we also use this idiom, to hit somebody where it hurts.

To hit somebody where it hurts. XJEA 2 R, =S50S FEREANN L
Jedih B E . Here hurt is a verb.

And we could also use the word hurt as a noun. So for example, it was a
great hurt to her pride.

XA B B0 EANMR KIS . A great hurt to her pride.

Now that last expression was interesting because we can’t use injure in the
same way but we do also have an alternative phrase; injured pride.

Injured pride. What does it mean?

Well it means that somebody has done something to you and now your self
respect is not as great as it once was, it could be a damage to your pride.

I see. An injured pride XA 2 H 8052 03 R, AN RO T i) A8 A 15 AH
b, WiEREBEAE. Derm | think this is getting quite interesting now as we

learn words and their collocations. Any more phrases?

Another common phrase in legal English is the injured party.
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The injured party X&—ANE HFEEE, 20—,

Another example could be, again from legal terms, you could hear the
expression an injury claim but not a hurt claim.

An injury claim X A] 2 geE A FR AR —AMEEHE, FEE2 an injury claim.
Well you could make a lot of money out of an injury, couldn’t you?

Some people do if they are lucky.

That'’s true.

Now we also have another idiom to add insult to injury.

Insult % injury 2Z4i%. To add insult to injury 25— CZ 5205 1 N ik
AN G T . 1t sounds so cruel. | wonder if you have ever done that

Derm?

No, you know I am a nice gentle person Li and | would never add insult to
injury.

I am sure you wouldn’t. So, on that note we will draw this Question and
Answer of the week programme to a close but if you have any other
questions please don’t hesitate to send them to us.

Just send them to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Thank you very much Diarmuid for joining me today.

That's really my pleasure. Thank you Li.

Bye bye.

Bye.
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