BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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TERE BBV ) . A RN IR — e 3 A T A H FE 9852l William Kremer.
Hello William.

Hello Li. So what's our question today?

AR Rk B BATIWT AR 5. B BAERRAE B S, he writes, "Recently | came
cross an article about film critics. It's very interesting. But the phrase 'That said' at the
beginning of a sentence in this article annoyed me. What does it actually mean?" ¥y I
LB — A TEE M IEAME: TIX L that said. What do you think, William?

| think that this is a question about contrastive linking adjuncts.
Oh wow, William & Wr 22— AR H R THRE R 1!
Well yes, perhaps it is a little bit boring. That said, it is very useful and not at all difficult.

That said, it is very useful. AN'EAZ A2 TEREL, WER R —FHEr. AT
HH that said k5[ HO—FOW i fAb 78, FAHBE, il

That's right. | started by saying that this was a little bit boring — a negative characteristic.
Then | said "that said" to indicate that | was going to talk about something positive.

Hmmm. SE AN UL AT 8O 5 XA TR R AN L ?

No, it's not used to disagree with someone else. | said "that said" to show a contrast in
my own feelings toward this topic.

XPGERE T AR IHER A that said XN SREER6 5oREF 6k B 2 RIRI A 2 080
AR LT RN R B T a contrast X EEXT . IXARISAPGE T IRV B AREE A FE,
H2E XU T .

Yes. So let's listen to an example now. And in this clip we're going to hear a doctor
asking a patient about his weight.

A PR T BAR R, B R N FARE

When was the last time you weighed yourself?
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Um, I can't really remember.

OK, well according to the chart you're not technically overweight. That said,
I don't think it would do any harm to try and get a bit more exercise.

P A N BARE A B overweight, {HJ& that said, flids & 8 SUX A7 2 Mt i £
Wsle BATFT— i

When was the last time you weighed yourself?
Um, I can't really remember.

OK, well according to the chart you're not technically overweight. That said,
I don't think it would do any harm to try and get a bit more exercise.

Now, there are several other phrases with a very similar function to that
said. We're going to hear more of that conversation that we just heard
between a doctor and his patient.

FEI, LEBA TR W KA A BOS 15 AR 2 AN R EEBEEAR, WK SGE R G A R
REANBERHE 2 that said XA RER IR e kL.

Would you say you have a healthy lifestyle?

Well I don't know. I don't smoke or drink. But on the other hand I don't
really get much exercise, so...

When was the last time you weighed yourself?

Um, I can't really remember.

OK, well according to the chart you're not technically overweight. That said,
I don't think it would do any harm to try and get a bit more exercise. Try
cycling to work in the morning instead of taking the bus. Or you might think
about joining a gym.

Right.

Having said that, don't push yourself too hard to begin with. Do lots of
warm-up exercises before you start.

Ok.
How about diet? Do you eat lots of red meat?

Yeah I do eat meat with most of my meals actually, yeah.
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Right, well you want to think about that. Try eating fish once a week and
perhaps give the bacon sandwiches a miss at lunchtime!

Yep.

Then again, a small amount of red meat can be good for you, since it
contains a lot of protein, although it's probably better to grill rather than fry
it.

Ok, so I need to cut down on red meat and get more exercise basically.

Yes, that would be my advice. But saying that, you seem to be relatively fit
and healthy.

Ok Li. Now in that clip did you hear any phrases which were similar to that

said?

Yes, lots! Let's go through them. First of all, we heard 'on the other hand'.

... I don't smoke or drink. But on the other hand I don't really get much
exercise, so...

On the other hand XM TEAE AATIZRIE PRSI AT IR 3 L. Een T don't
smoke, but on the other hand I don't get much exercise either. &A1V
BT B EAE R AN R that said:

OK, well according to the chart you're not technically overweight. That said,
I don't think it would do you any harm to try and get a bit more exercise.

AT AN EEE RN RE 2L having said that:

Having said that, don't push yourself too hard to begin with. Do lots of
warm-up exercises before you start.

B A s AT T — ANk, i then again.

Then again, a small amount of red meat can be good for you, since it
contains a lot of protein, although it's probably better to grill rather than fry
it.
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Then again, a small amount of red meat can be good for you. And in that
clip we also heard the word 'although’.

Although EX. B William, RiEU 74— however ASZEAEA [RIFE I #/EH
i, 2

It does. Although we should remember that the word however is a little bit
more formal and we're probably more likely to use it in written English.

Ah ok, however & —/MUEIEXMIAE, ZHAEBmEY . &5 RINESRR KK 12
WA BO 1l 25 R 43 1) — ANl BEEi saying that.

Ok, so I need to cut down on red meat and get more exercise basically.

Yes, that would be my advice. But saying that, you seem to be relatively fit
and healthy.

Ok, so, that said, having said that and saying that all have the same
function really. And they are all very useful, very informal ways for you to
give a complex view about something.

That's wonderful William, thank you very much. &G4 K TIX AL A%, #H
FANEN—FET T o AT B S R ] LA Rl Sk 2 B — RV sk, R iR

That's a really good idea. Having said that, you might feel that you already
understand these phrases pretty well!

Thanks again Tao Shu for your interesting question.

Yes and remember that if you have a grammar or a vocabulary question that
you would like to ask, just drop us an email at questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Yes, we can't wait to read your questions. Bye bye!

Bye bye!
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