BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Pronouncing 'th' 'th' k&

Finn: Hi Jean.

Jean: Hi Finn.

Finn: (blows raspberry)

Jean: Yuck, what are you doing that for? Finn — ki3 m %3k, Gross.

Finn: Oh sorry Jean, | was just practising for later.

Jean: For later? %4 Hib.. Anyway, we have a programme to get on with.

Finn: Yes, this week's question comes from Tim, who has trouble pronouncing 'th’
sounds.

Jean: A AL E W AL Tim Al iy — 2L 5838 5] J5 i 7 th B S e 2 R A, 1 length,
JUHE XA A I R HOR A, B th JSTHE A s IEH%, lengths.

Finn: Length. Lengths. It's not easy. Jean, have a go.

Jean: Length. Lengths.

Finn: Tim — | sympathise with you — I know these sounds don't exist in Chinese.

But the 'th' sounds in English are really common, and so are very important to
learn. So how about a simple technique to practise our pronunciation?

Jean: Finn UiAAR 1% he sympathises Tim Jrid ) X AW, B IXFRE IR S 70 D0E B2
FERAAELEN, LA R Finn tas o TR 20 — T H 48 XA 9815 R & (0 7 RS

Finn: But first, as I'm sure you know, there are two different 'th' sounds in English.
One sounds like this:

Insert
Th, thing, thousand, author, length.

Finn: And the other sounds like this:
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Insert

Th, the, this, brother, smooth.

Finn:

Insert

We're going to learn to make both sounds. Now listen again. Do you know
what the difference between the two sounds is?

Th, thing, thousand, author, length.

Insert

Th, the, this, brother, smooth.

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

EHA th BRSPS 52— R, HEVEXEAF. 1 know the difference,
Finn...

Well 1 know you do the difference Jean, but | was asking the audience.

But I know!

Ok Jean, you tell us, what's the difference?

AR — AR E RS . NI 21055 21 50 the. this HLI th #E Kk
PR, TS — 4L A LT th A i A AN RS, FURE T ARMEAE LR 2 A A AR
o

That's right. And of course whenever you learn a new word which has 'th' in it,
it's really important to learn which kind of pronunciation it is. Is it 'th" or 'th'?

And the dictionary will always tell you which it is.

Now we're going to move on to the technique and we'll learn how to make
both sounds. Jean — do you have a mirror?

Erm, let me see. Here you go.

No, you if hold that please. Look at yourself.
So pretty. Hang on, let me just... good.
Now, don't be embarrassed...

Yes?

I'd like you to stick your tongue out.
I E KM k. Ok...

No, not so far. Just hold it between your teeth.
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Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

(with tongue between teeth) #FHINAE FFF 5. Like this?
That's it. And blow out please.

R5? Blow. Ok, here goes: th, th. X&If /& HOAEFRE X674, SNHEANNE TH
. Th, th.

That is the noise for 'th' as is thing, thousand and length. Now, we've done
that one, that's sound number one. Let's learn sound two — 'th' as in the, this,
brother. Is your tongue still sticking out?

Yeth.

This time try to buzz your vocal chords.

Thry tho buth... just a minute, X K& IR E . Here we go: th, th.
Like this: th, th.

Th, th.

And again. Th.

Th, th.

That's really nice. Perfect Jean, thank you. That was 'th' as in the and brother.
Now the next bit is | want you to keep doing that and put your fingers on your
throat.

Th, th.

Feel anything?

Yes, it buzzes. MIATR S WIS RIS TR ME_L sk G IR SE B A I =S, AEER
BRI R AN 2 7E ). th, th... it doesn't buzz.

That's right, there's a difference isn't there? Now, how about we give Tim,
that's our listener, some help with pronouncing the 'th' with no buzz followed
by an 's' — lengths.

Lengths.

It's not easy, is it? Acutally Tim, even native speakers F3 AEHEM A often
have problems with making this sound, but if you really want to learn it, then
my advice is very simple: just to keep practising. Try this, say the 'th' sound,

and then say 's'.

Th, s, th, s
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Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Finn:

Jean:

Once you feel you cn do this, just try and do it quicker and quicker till the gap
between the sounds is very small. So Jean can you do it and gradually speed
up please.

Th, s, th, s... ths, ths.

Beautiful, very, very nice. Not bad, eh?!

Not bad, yes!

Now, when you're practising 'lengths’, just try length... s, length... s, length... s,
length... s, gradually getting quicker. Now how about this for a sentence:
Three fifths of moths wear thick clothes for three months.

Three fifths of moths? But Finn, it doesn't make any sense!

Jean, no excuses please! Try again.

Three fifths of moths wear thick clothes for three months. 24Kk =1, K
TR R AR A SR 5 AL bW . 28K, A RIRATIY H U2 % 2] th AR AN i B
M AF RS th Il th, A KK S IGk...

Yes... remember to stick your tongue out in front of a mirror!

1M th JS TN s B SR TR S HMERE, R =<K IR lengths, FEBURNK SR
SIS AT IR S PG PR A ok, R 5 v T PR e i, LSRR TR 2
e [EA AR A T S BER S HERIY, BT LR A .

Yes, we hope Tim has learned something from today's programme. If you
have any other questions about pronunciation or the English language in
general, what do we do, Jean?

Email us!

Absolutely — chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye!

Bye.

(BIBIC
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