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First of all, let's listen to the question from Ben.

Insert

Hi. I'm Ben from Handan, China. I'm going to study in Newcastle in June. I've learned
English for almost 11 years, but I find accents in Britain vary a lot and are really difficult
to understand sometimes. So how can | get ready for that before departure, especially
for the Newcastle accent?

Wang Fei: TS Ben R BRAE E 2 9 H 4L # ) Newcastle 2 E%%. Ben 78K 2 fy, 48
TARDEEA RGOS L, FE52 Newcastle (1115, I HA5245 S 00T WA [F] 9E
. In order to answer his question, I've invited an English
language expert from BBC Learning English to host this programme with
me.

Catherine: Hello everyone. My name's Catherine and I am from Newcastle. And I'm
now working for BBC Learning English.

Wang Fei: Catherine, you are from Newcastle, but your accent is quite soft. | can
hardly notice.

Catherine: All right. Let me say it again. Hello everyone. My name's Catherine and |
am from Newcastle. And I'm now working for BBC Learning English.

Wang Fei: This is a perfect example of the Newcastle accent. Catherine ™MEEIES &
%, I HR BALRETR. B bAaiE ok [E1% Ben [, Catherine, I think |
share Ben's idea about different accents in the UK. When 1 first arrived in
London, | found that people were not speaking the same English as |
learned in China. It was really frustrating. |1 always asked myself. "Are they
speaking English?!™

Catherine: Yes. | understand. People do speak with different accents in Britain. British
people speak with different accents and people from other countries also
speak differently.

Wang Fei: Yes. But is there any type of Standard English in Britain, like the Chinese
Putong Hua?
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Well yes there is. In Britain, we've got RP; that means Received
Pronunciation. And it's the accent of Standard English in England. But if
you speak perfect RP, people will probably laugh at you in England. It
sounds old-fashioned and too formal. | think people in Britain like speaking
naturally with their different accents, because accents are also their
identities.

FHAT, JFORIEE AR EARHE S R ESRAKR—FE. N R T 135 1 1)
T o A F 5 e /5 Ie e . A bAA Rk 7 9e B AN 12 T4k /U] But how can

English learners in another country understand different English accents?

Well. First of all, if your English is very good, you'll have less difficulty in
understanding the different English accents. So, try to improve your
English first.

Catherine #FATTHI S — AN G SO 288 Jede i H CISE/KF . Wi H O 9EEK
VT, BRI EAR S HNAT B T .

That's correct. Secondly, you should always expect to encounter different
English accents in an English-speaking country. So it's important to listen
to different accents when you're studying English.

Catherine #5158 —ANEBUR B AE 22 S TEE IR, W AZIF &2 W AN B 958 13 .
—HAXRTHELZ T .

Yes. And finally and most importantly, you should have a positive attitude
towards English accents. Don't feel afraid of them or annoyed by accents.
Try to accept them and enjoy them. The more accents you listen to, the
better your command of English will be.

IJa— Rl i B — U O AN A A SR LS A IR A . AN B A A R
B, MR ERERE. EAE Ben AT HARRE RS RIEIE B 220 E TARRIIAC, REDS
3% Catherine [, RVEHEZ AU R, X b RAEDE R TG AL

Welcome back. FAINIA RS T JEE AR H & mdl. £ 8 k, AT — AN 2R
%1%, Newecastle 13, Catherine, what are the characteristics of the
Newcastle accent?

Actually, the Newcastle accent has a special name: it's called Geordie. Well,
first of all, let's hear from a speaker with a Newcastle accent and I'll
analyse it afterwards.

There's a small lake on the hill. The other day, Joe and I climbed on the hill and we found
a dead crow near the lake on the grass. It looked a bit scary. We were very curious about
that and wanted to find out the reasons causing the death of the crow.
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If you listen carefully, you will find some features of the Newcastle accent.
For example, people tend to elongate vowels. So lake becomes lake and
Joe gets longer, it becomes Jo...

Joe not Jo...

Yes and also people from Newcastle tend to change the sound /a:/ into /&/,
so the word grass becomes grass.

Grass, not grass...

No. And also you'll notice that the intonation is quite up and down. It's
more sing-song than it is in southern English.

BARAF G 1, FEXRIE TR IeER A, IF LB A AR . Newcastle
15 PRI 7 A R PO, W A SR AG MR 4 SR

Now let's listen to another English speaker reading it. And please pay
attention to the vowels and intonation.

There is a small lake on the hill. The other day, Joe and I climbed on the hill and we
found a dead crow near the lake on the grass. It looked a bit scary. We were very curious
about that and wanted to find out the reasons causing the death of the crow.

Wang Fei:

Catherine:

Wang Fei:
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Wang Fei:

KEWTHASE 2 4L T4 ? Catherine, | think actually the difference is not that
big.

Yes. Accents are different in one way or another, but generally they're
similar and they shouldn't be a big obstacle in studying English. Many
Chinese students worry about their Chinese accent and they try very hard
to get rid of it. It takes a lot of time and energy to do this, but from my
point of view, it's just not that necessary.

Catherine FRRFENE KNI, ANEN T 22 2] FriE WA HETEIE AL S R 2 W RIFURS ). Y
RS B S IESERE ), [FIN 2PN E DS e, RAEBAINY HIIE T
Ben i)l

Catherine, you are from Newcastle. Will you please briefly introduce this
city to our Chinese listeners?

Sure, I'd love to. Newcastle's a lovely and very famous city in the UK. So if
you're going there, first of all, | suggest you pay a visit to the old castle
from which the city gets its name.

The old castle. 4 Wi/RIkEE,
mfg4.

Newcastle XM K145 7 12 DGR AN 22 1t
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And another attraction is the River Tyne, the river in Newcastle. And it's a
very nice experience to have a walk along the riverside.

River Tyne. ZRE. WE0, IRESMENALRBT/RTITSE 5.
And in Newcastle, we've also got a Chinatown. It's not a very big
community, but it has a giant gate. And there are Chinese New Year

celebrations every year.

EARWRIEE — AP E. XA EEANK, HEE B R, L4~
R, —EEEIHEN Chinatown H—F .

Lastly, I'd like to say that Newcastle is famous in the UK for being a very
friendly city. People there are warm and friendly.

AR R AN EH 3T . After listening to Catherine's introduction, |
myself also want to visit Newcastle.

Great. You'll be very welcome, Wang Fei!

Before we wrap up today's programme, Catherine will you please teach me
some useful and authentic Newcastle dialect phrases?

Sure. Haway!

Haway?

Haway means come on in Newcastle dialect.

Oh, haway means come on. That's interesting.

Sure. That's lush!

That's lush?

Yes. That's lush means that's fantastic, that's brilliant.

Oh | understand. Can | say Newcastle is really lush?

Yes. Perfect, well done.

Thank you Catherine. | will use them when | am in Newcastle. 7F% H %5,
FOB ARSI RS, A el ) T ), T2 AT R I o FRATTH R A sl
;& chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Yes. We love hearing from you and answering any of your English language
questions!

Bye!

Bye!
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