BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week #RiR&E

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

XTBAHE:
RN T F IR ASCR T RS A A gt s 1
W 2

The Chinese Accent 1 FHEAKREOS: BASE

Wang Fei: K4, W Question and Answer of the Week (fRinjF2) 5 H. &2
e ARIFATE MR Z P E T AR SO R 8 o 988 .
Now let's hear the question from Clare.

Insert

Chinese learners of English are more likely to speak English with a Chinese accent. I
would like to find out what these specific syllables are, and what I should pay
attention to when speaking?

Wang Fei: Clare AH&1EBA T LN BT (0 I 0 L6325 20 tH AR We 2 A [ 0 D2 30 38 W 1%
7E IEMREE 5T R ZhRWE 2 In order to answer this question, I've invited a
colleague who has lived and worked in China. Now let's welcome Alice.

Alice: Hi everyone. My name's Alice Castle. I work for BBC Learning English
but I lived and worked in China on and off for about two years. &%+
[¥, I love Chinal

Wang Fei: I love China too. Alice 7:H [EFTHTE G4 TP PTEAES TEEA14 R INE
@, So Alice, which sound do you think is most difficult for Chinese
learners to pronounce?

Alice: Well, I've noticed that some people have problems with the sounds /6/
and /o/, as in "three" and "they".

Wang Fei: Hmm, so how do they usually pronounce them then?

Alice: "Three" becomes "sree" and "they" becomes "zay".

Wang Fei: Alice, the thing is that if a learner reads them incorrectly, he or she
might not be able to hear the difference either. So what's the key to
pronounce them well?

Alice: Well, try this exercise. You have to try to put the tip of your tongue
between your teeth. So there's /6/ and /o/. I think the second one is

harder.

Wang Fei: Yes! k /0/ #l [/o/ WmHg, ZEEFHIGNAE ETRA AR, B2 ENRAETIXH
AN, SRR A TR A RIE Rz 1,
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Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Insert

These three brothers threw their things.
These three brothers threw their things.

So, there are other sounds that some Chinese people find difficult to
pronounce. Let's hear from Liz Chiu. She's an English tutor at the
Humanities Department of Imperial College in London.

NHRYK B Liz Chiu, @48 350 [ TR NSO B e RISE BN . ik
Dl AR 2 b B 2 A — A oA AT AE? AT W — W ?

We have got two Is, we've got the | at the beginning of a word and the | at the end of
a word, so if you listen to a word like 'little' you've got two different Is there. The first |
is quite easy to say but the last one usually causes difficulties. So instead of 'little' we
have 'litto' - like a vowel instead of an 'I', which is the consonant I. If you then put the
word into a sentence, something like "all I know" it becomes "or I know" and that is
quite difficult for English speakers to understand.

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Insert

She found out that if a word ends with an /I/, it's more difficult to
pronounce. So 'little' becomes 'litto', 'all' becomes 'or'.

Yes. That's true. G [E2 A+ 2 NI EAIFX AN, X2 R RA1GEH
BHLL /) GRS . RN EATERENT H little A1 litto, all and or HIX .

But for British people "all" and "or" are too different words, aren't they?
So the key to pronounce the ending | — an | at the end of a word - is to
raise the end of your tongue to touch the place where your front teeth
meet your gums. /I/

BRURAFE RIS /I W5, ARBAIHE R T A R I, AR R R 2 ks -
e B ARy, W R T R L, BRI € AT R I

All the little girls called me into the hall.

All the little girls called me into the hall. WERIREARL /1) XA, BHilsE
G REAR) T DB E R R i E .

Let's hear from Liz again and see what other sounds Chinese learners
might find a bit difficult.

One lesson that I have to give again and again is for the sound /v/, the v as opposed
to the w. I'm not sure why there's such a confusion. So it's important to make sure
that, to make a /v/ whenever you have a v in the spelling, you need a /v/ sound and if
your teeth don't touch your lips and vibrate you're not getting a v sound.
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Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Insert

Liz b ANEAN 3 33 A (0 AR e v/ XA DO S A B
XA BEE PN

Hmm. Some people I've met pronounce /v/ as /w/. For example, instead
of 'invite' they might say 'inwite'".

Alice, that's because in Chinese pronunciation we don't have the /v/
sound. We only have a /w/ sound. FrlMRZHENGIFAH K /w/ Fl/v/
I Uik T . IBEAABRKE /v/ EAEWE?

Liz told us a very good skill to pronounce it well. Whenever you need a
/v/ sound, make sure that your two front teeth touch your lower lip and
actually vibrate. /v/...

/Vv/...

Very nice.

B RRGFEAE R VR L A SR BRI WS, AR RS . v/
The girl in white invited me to watch a video.

The girl in white invited me to watch a video.

Perfect.

Welcome back. WIAHATH T LLrb NG A 5 SN 2804 i 3RAm kiR

—RILH .

I noticed one vowel sound that some Chinese learners find difficult to
pronounce. For example, some people read 'like' as 'lack’.

Like not lack. JLs2, FAWGETA—NEM /ai/ R, g <z &
{HJE <52 AR BIBRCH 2 KAZ L, Moe ST Jai/ 22— AT HA R E, A
w1 /al Wi WA

I like riding my bike at night.

I like riding my bike at night. XA ] LUEREZLF /ai/ XA

Now let's listen to Jim Hitch, an experienced English teacher in London.

Chinese doesn't have as many vowel sounds as English does. And this is also true
interestingly with Spanish as well. So for example, we have different sounds in the
sounds been and bin. So, in other words, I have been to see the football match and I
put the paper into the bin. Now many Spanish and Chinese would find it difficult to
hear the difference between been and bin.
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Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Insert

Jim thinks one of the reasons that Chinese people find it difficult to
pronounce English vowels correctly is that Chinese doesn't have as
many vowels sounds as English has.

Xfe UK HOSE T D,

He gave an example of been, b-e-e-n and bin, b-i-n. One is long /i:/
sound, been, and the other is short /i/ sound, bin.

— K been, /M bin. I TFPGE T BCA KM E KX, BT MRZ i [E
N e BEAFAR AE 3 K A

And another example with a long vowel, the difference between fool and
full.

Fool 121 full W), WEREEAMERTE, Mot = Fs T .
That fool put the beans into the full bin.

That fool put the beans into the full bin. XfiG8EA /u:/ B /u/, 1 /ii/
WA /if. PR LA X Al R 2k ) K S R

And of course, there are many other sounds that Chinese learners might
find difficult to pronounce. We've just looked at some of them today.

BMHEA TG F YT — 5o B s 5 R B0, R BT 1 S
T, WA T

This is an interesting topic, so let's hear from Liz again to hear about a
problem she's found when Chinese learners try to master English
pronunciation.

So I teach them the sound and I find they can say it perfectly. Just one sound. Put the
sound into words, suddenly that sound starts to move a little bit. Put the words into
sentences and it can go anywhere. So, it's about trying to control the sound.

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

Wang Fei:

Alice:

She said her students can say each individual sound perfectly, but if the
sound is put into words, the sound starts to move a little bit; their
pronunciation of the sound isn't as good.

R 2 [ 27 A2 T DU AR 3 ARG, E TR ] U & T

And she said that if the word is put into sentences, it can go anywhere;
it changes again.

SRR AR R B 7 BLAAE,  AE AL B U AT T T .

So the important thing when practising English pronunciation is to try
and control the sound.
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Wang Fei:  Control the sound. il &, %k JEiE K 1 E H— 5l Qe 76 i) fle) -1
PRI R IS R o BRATTAE NI H ik 2538508 L R K0 R WM 7 L] R )
TR AT R

Alice: I hope to see you next time. Bye for now.

Wang Fei: Bye bye.

B|B[C]

R (AT
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