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And I'm Alice Castle. Today we continue our series about Chinese learners'
accents when speaking English. Wang Fei, how is your pronunciation
practice going?

Honestly speaking, | feel a bit frustrated.
Why?
My language trainer told me that she couldn't help me change my accent.

Oh, Wang Fei, do you really want to lose your Chinese accent completely
and sound like a British person?

Yes. Not only me but many Chinese learners of English have this dream to
sound like a British person. But many English language experts I've
interviewed say it's almost impossible for us to lose our Chinese accents. Is
that true Alice?

Hmm... It's probably true. So, what did they say then? Shall we listen to
them first?
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If your students ask you that "I really want to lose my Chinese accent.” Do
you think it is possible or...?

No, in the end probably not. But it does it matter? | think intelligibility is the
main thing. An accent is only a problem if it stops somebody
communicating effectively with another person. I think in that respect
Chinese students don't have any more of a problem than students from
other countries. | don't think Chinese students should have an ambition to
get rid of their accents. | think accent is part of yourself.
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I think Ken made a very important point here. He thinks an accent is only a
problem when it stops somebody communicating effectively with another
person.
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He thinks intelligibility is more important than accent.
Intelligibility FRAFYE, LEARUETE 22 i N BRAR I LG 1 B

And Ken doesn't encourage his Chinese students to lose their accents
because he thinks accent is part of yourself.

Part of yourself i3 H—&5. HEZMEH I —575.

Wang Fei, you speak fluently and you can express yourself really clearly in
English. 1 don't think it's necessary for you to get rid of your Chinese

accent completely and speak like a British gentleman. | really like your
accent.
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You probably don't believe it yet. Let's hear from Liz Qiu. She is an English
tutor working at Imperial College London.
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You could work for maybe | don't know how many years solidly on trying to make your
accent perfect. Is it worth it? | mean what is perfect in the end? If you sound like me
then you go to America, they'll think you've got an accent anyway. So, why not have a
Chinese accent? You're from China. You should sound Chinese. The important thing is
that your accent is easy to understand. My advice is: be proud of your Chinese accent,
but make it a good one. One that is clear and as close to standard as possible.
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Liz said you might make your accent perfect after years of hard work,
maybe sounding like a British person.
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But... if you go to other English speaking countries, you'll still have an
accent, a British accent.

JelETEE, W& M. Alice, when you're in the United States, what do
American people think of your BBC accent?

Well, some of them think my accent is very funny. You know, American
people sometimes make fun of British people's accents and British people
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sometimes make fun of American accents as well. This sounds strange but
there is no problem in communicating with either accent.

OK, so there's no point in being able to speak with a perfect British accent
or American accent then.

Yes. So, Liz said "be proud of your Chinese accent.” You're Chinese, you
should sound Chinese.
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OK. Wang Fei, if you still have doubts about your Chinese accent, let's

listen to Dr. John O'Regan. He is a lecturer from the Institute of Education,
at the University of London.
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I have a lot of students to say "Oh! My accent is too strong. | have to lose my accent.
How and what do | do?" | say, "No. No. Your accent is one thing that is very nice about
you and that's what makes you interesting as an individual and as a speaker of English".
So my advice to students is you need to make yourself comprehensible but you don't
have to sound like a British person or an American person or an Australian person. As
long as you make yourself understood, that is the most important thing.” And keeping
your accent in your speech is one of the most valuable things about you as a human
being and as a speaker of English.
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Dr. O'Regan said "Your accent is one thing that's very nice about you and
your accent makes you interesting."

Your accent is something nice about you. fRf 1135 iE/kT[%Z. Alice, | never
realised that my Chinese accent could be something nice about me!
That's because when you're learning a language, you seldom think of this
from a native speakers’ perspective. If | speak Chinese, what accent do
you expect me to have, a Chinese accent? | doubt it. An American accent
or a British accent?

A British accent of course! It would be strange if you spoke Chinese with a
Beijing accent or Dongbei accent.

That's it! So Dr. John O'Regan’s advice is to take your accent as one of the
most valuable things about the way you speak English.
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Don't feel ashamed of your accent. As long as you can make yourself
understood, that's the most important thing.
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Make yourself understood. RS EFATFERE, LB B R PR TS i 2
f]. Alice this is absolutely true. Since I've been in London, I've realised
that most of the Chinese learners like me need to enlarge our vocabulary
and improve the accuracy of our spoken English instead of putting so much
effort into losing our accents.

Yes. | hope our listeners will also realise this.
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We look forward to hearing from you! Bye for now.

Bye bye.
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