BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Welcome to our new programme Q & A of the Week. Question and Answer.
I'm Jo.
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And if you have a question about the English language — you can email us

at guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. We'll be repeating that address again
later so listen out for it.

So Jo, what's our question this week?
So this week we've had an email from someone called highsfar — they

didn't leave their real name but their question was very interesting.
They want to know when to say 'you and me' and when to say 'you and I'.

W 0 XA ) AR R G — BAUT AR DL you and me, {4l % i you and
l.

I think this is something people get a little confused about and it does take
a little bit of explaining. So are you ready Feifei?

Yes.
Me and | are what we call personal pronouns.
NFsfRi, ELJrE 1, you, he, she, we, they TSt beift b H s AFR{R .

Now when they are used as the subject of a sentence we say I, you, he,
she, we or they.

Subject 1. M AFACHEBAE D — AR B, KRR It
I 4%, WEtE 1, you, he, she, we, they.

I go shopping or, we watch TV etc. However, if the personal pronoun is the
object of the sentence they change a little.

ObjectZ=ifs. AR Y — M ANFRACIEAE A — AU =8 - I, A B AT
e? So how do they change, Jo?
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Well for example — | would say 'she asked me to post a letter'. We would
never say 'she asked | to post a letter'. 'I' changes to 'me' when it's the
object of the sentence.

OK, Ly BEAFARI | #E— RGP gi e A B, A XN e i &A% me.
She &2 her.

So we'd say | watched her in that movie, not | watched she.
Or | sang him a song — not | sang he etc.
So in answer to highsfar's question — you would say 'you and I' when it's

the subject of what you're saying. You and | should go to the meeting.
'You and I' are the subjects of the sentence.

T LA ML AFRAGTEIE EIE R It 1, g ARG T4 . You and | are
teaching everyone English. thgi2#* you and | 7&— i ERTE, XNHEIE
A3 you and me, X5 Jo?

That's right. So we would say Feifei wants to talk to you and me. Not Feifei
wants to talk to you and |

KRR FIER you and | fEIXA)TEFME T o521k, FrLlIkA1i3E you and me.

He wanted to meet you and me later — not he wanted to meet you and I.
Fr AU E—A) 16 EiE IR AT you and 1, fE—AE iR A% S you and me
But there is a small problem with this rule — English speakers don't always
follow the rules do they?

Yes just to confuse you — English speakers will often say 'you and me'
when they should say 'you and I' — so it wouldn't be unusual to hear
someone say you and me should go and watch that film.

But our tip would be to follow the rule.

Absolutely follow the rule but don't be surprised if you hear an English
speaker saying it differently.

A RFEALE, BARIGE AR L A ANENE, (HZ2 0 A SR X LR 0
B DA I AT s W 25 [F A EH] you and me SkAE—f)ih i I U 5.

So do you have any problems with English that you'd like to ask us about?

N, HERAA 22 ] T I @, Ae s, WL & v AR T LU B 25 FATD
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

We hope to hear from you soon! Bye for now.

Bye.

Page 2 of 2


mailto:questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

