BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Catchphrase #4&, 4]

Jo: It’s time to answer another of your language questions in Question and
Answer of the Week. I'm Jo.

Feifei: KREGF, WORWWr BBC iU AR IR AT H, o 3Rk,
Jo: Let’s start straight away with today’s question.
Insert

My name is Du Yang. I'm from Guizhou, China. What is a catchphrase?

Jo: So, he wants to know what a catchphrase is.
Feifei: Catch #M{E, phrase %ii%, #4 catchphrase HEEME4L T, Z4a),
Jo: So that’s the easy answer for you Yang, but as always, we can tell you

much more. We asked Neil from BBC Learning English to explain this word
a bit more for us.

Insert

A catchphrase is a short sentence or expression that someone like a comedian or a TV
presenter will use every time they appear on TV. And it’'s what they become known by so
people who like that person will use that catchphrase amongst their friends and it’s
something that makes them popular and you know them by.

Jo: So a catchphrase is a short sentence or expression.

Feifei: —NRLAJEERIE, AR Z R O AL H BRI S H WA 58 A fE%
[, ALY H 4 NI 2AES H IR R S 25U A SRR A4S . BRI 5.

Jo: A comedian. A TV presenter.

Feifei: AL H EREA

Jo: So a catchphrase is a short sentence or expression that someone like a

comedian or a TV presenter will use every time they appear on TV.

Feifei: HEEHAE B RZ MY H B R AR TR R 1 4 5 B ) NI AR, A2
ANCIRYCUIRTIR=R
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Jo: It’s what they become known by. So if you like that famous person you
might use the famous catchphrase with your friends.

Feifei: AT FRFAUE T HAEF AL — A B A mahic i 7IZATEREA.
Jo: I asked Neil why he thought people had catchphrases.
Insert

I think it’s like their little line of advertising in a way — it's what you know them for. It's
like their brand.

Jo: So a catchphrase is like advertising for a person.

Feifei: J7 e Neil B ERF A A IZ et f it BOe 4T i i At B O— Ayl 7E9Eis L
i line 2 SRR . AGRAT T S — Ik

Jo: It’s like their line of, or their kind of advertising — in a way.

Feifei: IR EE, A2

Jo: Their brand.

On this week’s BBC Learning English Question and Answer of the Week
we’re answering Du Yang’s question about the meaning of the word
catchphrase.

Feifei: IMAIAEFATHIE T catchphrase (MR BlE 4 5EA), IABAERINTHAK IR
Koy AR R A AR, SCBRATRVIT 52 K S AR LYGH K #ATHR L o

Insert

- The name’s Bond, James Bond from the lan Fleming books and from the films of
course.
- Ah well there’s Doh! Isn’t there? You know, the Simpsons. Homer Simpson.

Feifei: Ah yes of course. RINEXA -yt 2048, ZWT - 68, 1X& 007 &% 41T
ii; &4 Homer Simpson EEHFhE = F| The Simpsons (£ —%) BTN
N E UL — )T

Jo: His catchphrase is “Doh!” which he says when he has done something
stupid.
Feifei: Ah yes, 7EH, & Homer 7 —fFIEH BEERF R R SZ A0, Koy

b2 AR L, B U RIE AR AR AR ST S T CFE AR 5D %320k
B, PO BEIR 2 NS T B EE S A2 5 XA RiE Doh!

Jo: Ah very good, Feifei.
Feifei: Shall we listen to a couple more examples?
Jo: Oh go on then.
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Insert

- It would be “float like a butterfly sting like a bee” which was Muhammad Ali. He was a
boxer, he was the world heavyweight champion during the 1960s and 1970s.

- “Frankly my dear, | don’t give a damn” which is from Gone With the Wind. Clark Gable
says it to Vivian Leigh. He bends her over and kisses her — it’s very romantic.

Jo: Ah yes, world famous catchphrases — the first one from boxer Muhammad
Ali.

Feifei: Boxer i T, BHLE 60 02 70 (EAUHE S BB Jefibr g = £

Jo: The world heavyweight champion. His catchphrase was “float like a

butterfly, sting like a bee”.

Feifei: A HIX IR RTE BRI 25, A A 3 KD R butterfly —FF float I
e AERT LA E R FEIT A 1T sting, bee .

Jo: And then there’s a famous catchphrase from the film Gone with the Wind.

Feifei: (ELIAENDY - sedivg - Sl 9452 - Wit “Frankly my dear | don’t give a
damn”, HEAKY, KER, F—RULEAET. e Pl 228W 25 - .

Jo: He bends her over and kisses her — it’s very romantic.

Feifei: FEHIRIG . XA)E A RSN FEE 2 F A 2 H BT K. So do you have

a favourite catchphrase, Jo?

Jo: Actually | really like the TV show Friends — and the character Joey always
says “How you doing?” when he really likes a girl. That makes me laugh.

Feifei: WJgk Jo XK (SAATY M5 Joey RENE KLU A, But it's
the way he says it too which is funny isn’t it Jo?

Jo: Yes it’s “How you doing?” Anyway we hope that helped to teach you a little

more about catchphrases. Why not tell us your favourite catchphrase or
send us your own question about the English language at

guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Feifei: MR EZ (PRIAFRED 5 H nT LRI S FEERATT A %5 www.bbechina.com.cn. We
look forward to hearing from you. See you next time.

Jo: Bye!
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