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Q & A of the Week: French Words  3iE B RIS ASRE

Jo: Hello, I'm Jo and you're listening to Question and Answer of the Week from
BBC Learning English. Or maybe | should say bonjour today Jean...

Jean: Eh? What was that word you said Jo? Bonjour?

Jo: Yes, it’'s French for hello.

Jean: And why are we speaking French today?

Jo: Well, we’ve had a question from Justina. She says she has heard there are

a lot of French words in English.

Jean: Justina XA R GRS AER IF. #H52, IEubT, JEE B S AN DS AR E,
XL T FATTT LR 2 25 R AN D,

Jo: Now | spoke to Erica Gatland, who works for a RWS Translations. French is
just one of the many languages they work with.

Jean: Translations F##i%.
Insert

Well there are a lot of French words in English and I’'m led to believe that actually 30% of
our vocabulary is based on French words. A lot of this is because in 1066 the Battle of
Hastings took place. That was when our king was defeated by William the Conqueror of
France. He came over and ruled England and brought his words with him and a lot of
those words still stay in our vocabulary today.

Some of the words we use are the same as French and are still used in French today and
others are words that came from French but have become more English more anglicised
over the years.

Jo: So Erica tells us there are a lot of French words in English and she says |
am led to believe...

Jean: Erica Ut AH{E, JoiE B AT 30% 11 5 in) #2 f A TR ) AR i >k 1 . Vocabulary i/
““WwNLTHED, based on B2 <<3ET 7. Wow 30% - that is a lot!

Jo: She says a lot of it is because in the year 1066 the Battle of Hastings took
place. To take place.
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KA. FORIE 1066 AFIHRE, —37 % Wi T I s iR R R AT o Ui e £ %
T AR X — A A — A A M A IR R ANATIR T . — iR a
battle. The king of England was defeated #{i M T . FATIEW ] T — /i
conqueror. EfE/Ril/ZE to conquer. BB —MNMERN, At YR E T,
FECh THEE, BB rIFR St /2 William the conqueror.

Yes, he came over and ruled England. To rule.

HERGUA . BRI LSRR B 7R, i BA IR ] 2 4R 2 D B 35 A
KA B I A 3 SR

And she said there are two types of French words in English. Ones that are
the same as French and are still used in French today and others are words
that came from French but have become more English, more anglicised
over the years.

Anglicised JEEALT .

Today on this BBC Learning English Question and Answer of the Week, we
are answering Justina’s question about French words in English.

i H Erica W5 JFATH, AR 2 IXKESTE B SCAMRE AR E MK RIE I 24 . So

does Erica have some examples for us?

Yes, well one of the main ones that comes to mind is en suite. That’s a word we use to
describe a bathroom that’s attached to your bedroom and | can’t think of an English word
that explains what that is.

RSVP, that’s an interesting one. That’'s what we write at the bottom of invitations. People
put RSVP at the bottom and it means please reply. In French it’s repondez s’il vous plait.

Fiancé. When you’ve got engaged to someone that person becomes your fiancé.

And a souvenir — when you go on holiday, something that you bring back with you is a
souvenir. It comes from the French verb that means to remember.
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So a few examples there of many that exist in the English language. Erica
said one of the main ones that comes to mind.

M — T TR R .
An en suite describes a bathroom that’s attached to your bedroom.

Attached [N L. FTLL en suite XANTETE B IVESCAMRTE 1 7= B 2 ) St 1)
AN . T DT BB TR AN e e iR R R I AN E T .

Another common French term we use is RSVP. It's usually written at the
bottom of invitations.

Invitations iR . RIS RN TRATE) RSVP 14T, SR M
R
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In French repondez s’il vous plait — RSVP please reply. Another French
word we use in English is fiancé.

L, FEVRITIRN engaged B, fRARM L REEZE T, WHZERIER, 757
EHE M fiancé, BEHSRIZE: FLAN.C.E; R ZRBFEMN Fiancée, Hid
WG Zn—"1é. B i n—DoeiE Bk A kiER 7t /2 souvenir,

Yes, she said when you go on holiday, something that you bring back from
your trip is called a souvenir.

A souvenir —fFal @& dh. HASLEVEE R souvenir [ B2 2Hd4E"7, Ay
FE T B I, e iR R BRAT D e Al D 3 ) — A i SR — R .
Now, Erica also talked about French words that came from French but
became anglicised over the years? icf53ATRIA$E 2] R R EAL T (1, %
i, I8t anglicised. What can she tell us about those?

All of these words had an old English version that we used before William the Conqueror
came over from France but when he brought his people with him the words evolved over
time and have now taken on a more French form. For example, the word letter comes
from letter, treasure from trésor, and cup comes from coupe although you wouldn't
necessarily think that any of those are French words.
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Pt A AIoK 92 B AOAE R e THAE S [ [ DR EEE e 21 7 988, AT
PGSR AL T AN o JRATIAE T AR 2 DE iR 1R MR TR AR R o <3822 7 it

= evolve,

So the English word letter actually comes from the French word lettre. The
word treasure comes from the French trésor and the word cup comes from
the French coupe.

Treasure T, HSZXEEHIELIIR Jo AULHITE, FIEE I LA B ATHR & 4k i e
e

So a very interesting subject. We could only give you a few examples
today but there are thousands. We hope that’s given you a bit of
knowledge about French words in English though.

T SARAAT OG0 [ SCA B T 5 I ) AR R 10, R T A AT R M >k
BAT BT HEAS f2 questions.chinaelt@bbce.co.uk. R AT LB S IRATTI M3t K H
BT 22 A7 O [F S ANDETE 2 ) (R H NS, AT R k2
www.bbcchina.com.cn — #iili Learning English JEiE#22k nf LA T .

So, thanks for your interesting question, Justina. We’ll see you again for
another BBC Learning English Question and Answer of the Week. Thanks

Jean.

You’re welcome. Bye.
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