BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Regional Dialects 1R &

Tracy: Hello, and welcome to another episode of Question and Answer of the
Week from BBC Learning English. I'm Tracy.

Feifei: KREEF, FodIEdE. WAE CIRFED 15 H P& IRAE 1B 5 27 )k s
) )b At
Tracy: This week’s question comes from Zhu Yan who is from Wuhan, and she

wants to know more about regional dialects.
Insert
I want to know if there are a lot of dialects in Britain. Thanks very much.

Tracy: Ah, before we answer Zhu Yan’s question, can | just ask you to remind
everyone what a dialect is? And what an accent is?

Feifei: OK, a dialect /75, MEHRES LK, &Y THEZHEICAEZEMN. An

accent &I, EHMTE A XN, HERAERE M7, A EZEE A
T NS RO AR A

Tracy: Thanks Feifei. Well now let’s answer Zhu Yan’s question. Yes, there are
a number of languages spoken in Great Britain, several dialects and lots
of accents.

Feifei: I know the main language is English but what other languages are

spoken in Britain?

Tracy: Well the majority of British people speak English, about 95% of them,
but some people speak a minority language />¥i k&, and these
include:

Welsh jgi/k1:1&, which is spoken by about 500,000 people in the UK,
that’s about 27% of all the people that live in Wales gi/K 1.

Irish Gaelic /K %75 /KiE is spoken by about 95,000 people in the UK,
who mostly live in Northern Ireland Jb%Z /K==,
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Scots Gaelic ##% %) 7% /K i is spoken by about 60,000 people in the UK,
who mostly live in the Scottish highlands 7544 % & i .

Feifei: Tracy 2H =N, BIRSUE Gaelic 15?

Tracy: I am Scottish but unfortunately I've never learnt to speak Gaelic.
Feifei: Mk, KAIE T, FRIERNT T G K TEE !

Tracy: Well, | can’'t speak those languages but | managed to record a few

people talking before today’s programme. Can you guess what they are
saying? In Welsh:

Insert

Dw i ddim yn deall

Tracy: In Irish Gaelic:
Insert

Ni thuigim

Tracy: In Scots Gaelic:
Insert

Chan eil mi "tuigsinn

Feifei: A 1549 24+ AlF 2 Didn’t understand a word!
Tracy: Perhaps you understood more than you think. They were all saying: |

don’t understand.

Feifei Tracy HAAASYFG/RIE, (HE M BRI R A IR =2 L.
Tracy: I don’t think | have a very strong Scottish accent. Maybe you disagree.
Feifei: No, I can understand you. But if you were talking to a Scottish person

would you sound different?

Tracy: I think 1 do sound different when I am speaking to my friends or family.
My accent gets thicker and | speak in a Scottish dialect.

Feifei: Well imagine I'm one of your Scottish friends from back home. What
might you say to me? Tracy I ZJF—a) &40 5.

Tracy: I might say | dinnae ken wit ye mean.
Feifei: Wow! Is that English? | dinnae ken wit ye mean.
Tracy: Yes, it’'s English but | used some different grammar and words.
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Feifei:

Tracy:

Feifei:

Tracy:

Feifei:
Tracy:
Feifei

Tracy:

Feifei:

Tracy:

Fefei:
Insert

Al'reet lass?

NINEX A6 2 Tracy @ATTARLID 7, Wil | dinnae ken wit ye mean /2
I don’t know what you mean I AR E.

Remember, a regional dialect is just a form of a language used by
people from a particular region or place.

BALELERT 2 (IR IREDY T H, S RIBAT KR RH )75 regional
dialects.

We’'ve just been discussing the Scottish dialect and we learned the word
‘dinnae’.

JEF 24 a colloquial HiEk, ZEJE don't.
And ‘ken’.
To ken F1 to know FEESML, i REAIEM A H.

These words might not be understood by someone from a different part
of the UK.

EE | A58 T R A R R TR £ o) — DT R — e AWt Dy
R E AR 1L

Here are some examples of how people might greet each other in their
regional dialects.

AT BIASFE RS B 055 F T

What's the craic?

Wassup?

Feifei:

Tracy:
Feifei:
Tracy:
Insert
Al'reet lass?

Feifei:

bbechina.com.cn

Oh wow, their accents were really different and they used some words
and phrases that I've never heard before.

Can you remember any of them?
No, can | hear them again?

Let’s listen to them one by one.

fbif1% 5 al'reet.
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Tracy: Exactly, it’s similar to alright. They’re asking: are you alright?
Insert

What's the craic?

Feifei: i f53 craic.

Tracy: Exactly, it’s similar to asking: what’s been happening?

Insert

Wassup?

Feifei: Wi 1% wassup.

Tracy: Exactly, it’s similar to asking: what’s up?

Feifei: So which is the best regional dialect to learn?

Tracy: In my opinion, there isn’t one top dialect.

Feifei: B AT 5 -

Tracy: It is simply important that you are clear and that you learn to recognise

which phrases are colloquial and which are standard English.

Feifei: Well I think 1 ‘ken’ a little more about the different dialects spoken in the
UK. I hope we have answered Zhu Yan’s question. 1$fR7ETEE 5 3 i 2
oF 33 AT ] HE RS T LAZS FRAT T A A, S AR Myl 2
uestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
Tracy: And don’t forget to visit our website www.bbcchina.com.cn where you

can listen to a variety of different dialects and accents in our
programmes. Bye for now.

Feifei: See you next time.

bbechina.com.cn

Page 4 of 4


mailto:questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
http://www.bbcchina.com.cn

