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Q & A of the Week: A Hundred and One #%

Tracy: Welcome to this week’s Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Tracy and
today I'll be joined by Yang Li.

Li: KA BoE M HI -

Tracy: In this programme we do our best to answer any questions you might have
about the English language. Who is this week’s question from Li?

Li: Well this week’s question is from Du Min who is in Qingdao. She wanted to
know what ‘a hundred and one things’ means.

Insert
I have a question I want you to answer for me. When I read 'the hundred and one things

people do in everyday life’, I'm a little puzzled by 'the hundred and one things’. I am not
very clear about it; I hope you can answer me for that. Thank you.

Tracy: An idiom question.
Li: EfL? ‘a hundred and one’ IXAMEEFRIE 2 KEE?  So what does it

mean? And how would you use it?
Tracy: Well, before I tell you, let’s see if you can figure it out. Let’s listen to
another BBC China Team member, Will, as he repeats Du Min’s example:
Insert

The hundred and one things people do in everyday life.

Li: 1AM .. 'a hundred and one’ T3 T4 = EIE...?

Tracy: No ideas Li?

Li: It could mean lots.

Tracy: That is exactly what the idiom ‘a hundred and one’ means. It can be used

as a synonym for the words lots or many.

Li: X4, 1S there are a hundred and one idioms in the English language,
PRUEXT AN 2
Tracy: Yes, there are but some of them are...well they can sound a bit strange in

conversation...they are not very popular...a bit old fashioned. People
wouldn't really use them.

Li: Is the idiom ‘a hundred and one’ used often? X &4 &—AN3 T E?
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Insert

Very much so. People use the phrase ‘a hundred and one things’ all the
time.

Ok, MRAREEASHERS —NANKE I ik 1) W ?

You're unlikely to hear people say something like ‘it’s raining cats and
dogs’.

A XA RANEE AT A BGER, isn't it?
Yes, it is a famous idiom. It means it’s raining heavily outside. But hardly

anyone would say it. These days, you’d be much more likely to hear
someone say “It's pouring down”.

I see.. XmfREL, “AHGh KR TEH R R DG 4L2 AR RN £,
R nZd i, el BRI, Xn?

You could really end up sounding a bit silly.

Ok, A RIATHIE BUZ il (R idioms, I rbs H 2 RS AN EEANTE — AN B
B, M H e BRI R AR R B,

Yes, and we've also been talking about idioms that contain numbers. Now,
we're going to look at a few other idioms that contain the number one.
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Yes they are all quite common phrases in everyday conversation. Let’s
listen to the idioms.

Ok, HHVRMIEEAREIEAE Tracy Z HIHE T i) LA B 2 RS R

There’s about a hundred to one chance of it being sunny tomorrow.
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Li:
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Li:

Tracy:

Li:

Tracy:

Li:

bbechina.com.cn

Any ideas what the idiom ‘a hundred to one’ means Li?
WZ...‘a hundred to one’ X/MiE 24 & Ee?

Any idea?

No...

Ok, it means that something is quite unlikely. If we said that there was a
hundred to one chance of rain today that would mean that...

It is quite unlikely that it will rain. Unlikely #t2A KAl REN.

Yes, the idiom ‘a hundred to one’ is used to talk about how unlikely
something is to happen.

I think this idiom is used a lot in sport, isn't it?



Tracy: Yes, this idiom is often used when people place bets on sport. They might
say the odds of a team winning are a hundred to one.

s I, $WIF1T ‘a hundred to one’ — [T LL—IfREE, Z% AR IEE T, Fa 3o
LR, R

Tracy: It sure is. Are you ready for the next idiom containing the number one?

Li: Sure am; let’s hear the next idiom.

Insert

My friend is helping me move house tomorrow. She really is one in a million.

Tracy: Any ideas what the idiom ‘one in a million” means Li?

Li: WA... ‘one in a million’ X &4 & Ee?

Tracy: I think you know this one Li.

Li: Yes, &H, FENEXADEIE. If you describe a person as one in a million it is

a compliment & —F#87, PSR ESE—,  right?

Tracy: Right, it is a compliment.

Li: So, if you say someone is one in a million, it means they are very special.

Tracy: Yes, it means they are very special. Just like you Li. You are one in a
million.

Li: Thank you, but why are you saying that?

Tracy: Well, you're always helping me with my Chinese.

Li: IRHEAT A, B

Tracy: Ok, so are you ready for one more idiom using the number one?

Li: Ready.

Insert

Learning idioms is not easy. You simply have to learn them one by one.

Li: B, R,

Tracy: Oh so you understood that idiom Li. Well what does ‘one by one’ mean?

Li: The idiom ‘one by one’ means to do something a little bit at a time. —2—
Ak

Tracy: Exactly. So in the example, they said that learning idioms can be quite a

difficult process and that the best way to learn them is one by one.

Li: Well, we have learned four new idioms today: a hundred and one;
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Tracy: A hundred to one;
Li: One in a million;

Tracy: And one by one. And we've also discussed the importance of learning
idioms that are still commonly used in everyday conversation.

Li: Yes, it is very important. I hope we have answered your question Du Min.

Tracy: If you have any other questions about idioms or the English language in
general, email us at guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Li: KA LIS FEIRATTHIRGE 2% M 1T www.bbcechina.com.cn [ 3zE% N 4k 5 £ ik 1) 3k,
Z H BRI E A bR

Tracy: Until next time, bye!

Li: UHEHSCYT,  FRATTR T H L]
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