BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: It’s and Its {fREIFRE) : It's F1 Its KX 5]

Jo: Hello, I'm Jo and you're listening to Question and Answer of the Week from
BBC Learning English.

Jean: REGF, FIETEML AEFAIAT ) (IR 5 HRS T, BAT KSR E AR
ATTAE DT 2 > BRI R Al 38 F0 — SE A SR Y )i

Jo: This week’s question comes from Fei Yang. She doesn’t say where she is
from but she wants to know the difference between it’s, 1.T. with an
apostrophe S, and its I.T.S.

Jean: JESRAM AL T A HR X PR AN R 5 A —FE B SRR A A 4 s BRI ERX . XA
AN it N ERCSER s 1 it's, TN RS its, A its. KR MNEK
AXA S, it apostrophes

Jo: Here’s English language teacher Gareth Rees who has also co-wrote
English language course books, to tell us first of all about it’'s — I.T.
apostrophe S.

Insert

This is actually two words that have been joined together, namely it and is. This is known
as a contraction. For example, it's hot today is the contracted form of it is hot today.
Here are some other contractions, which all use the apostrophe to join the two words.

I'llis | will
He'd is he would.
They've is they have.

Importantly, it's is not only the contraction of it and is. It can also be the contraction of it
and has, when using the present perfect tense. For example:

It has been raining becomes it's been raining.
It has stopped becomes it's stopped.

Jo: So Gareth explained it’s (apostrophe s) is actually two words that have
been joined together — namely it and is.

Jean: To join together J{/E—H#ZIf. FTLL it's JEPIANFIRE R4 E,  namely
B it 1 is. WA Gareth A IIXAFR“HE. Hie" = BRI namely Al
Fros LS KE MR

Jo: When two words are joined together like this it is known as a contraction.
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Jean: Contraction Fi& AT 4Ems I, Jo &4 KEE—A W il A)...

Jo: It’s hot today — which is the contracted form of it is hot today.

Jean: AR — it is AR T it N s, FTRARAMECT AR T is XA QL

Jo: Gareth gives us some other examples where the apostrophe is used to join
two words. | apostrophe Il — I'll — comes from | will.

Jean: He #ii's d —he’d — i 2 he would.

Jo: They apostrophe ve — they’ve — comes from they have.

Jean: WA Gareth M it —#ohn s JFAOLE itis WgimsIE, Prilbs a7

namely it and is XFERIUEE. XIS iv's S W4 B, HE b e 1 i) 41
i iE A2 its.

Jo: It’s can be a contraction of it and has when using the present perfect tense.

Jean: Its W 2B SERIN it A1 has 9460 .

Jo: It has been raining becomes it’s been raining. It has stopped becomes it’s
stopped.

Jo: On today’s Question and Answer of the Week from BBC Learning English

we’re answering Fei’s question about the difference between it’'s — I.T.
apostrophe S, and its I.T.S.

Jean: BMELTMT it i s MEE — so what about its 1.T.S.?
Jo: Over to Gareth again.
Insert

This word is a possessive pronoun, as are my, your, his, her, our and their. Look at these
examples.

I lost my mobile phone yesterday.

You haven't finished your homework yet.
He visited his parents last weekend.

The dog ate its food very quickly.

Look at that car. Its windows are broken.

So, we use its when we talk about something that belongs to an animal or an object.

Jo: So it’s — I.T. apostrophe S is a contraction and its I.T.S. is a possessive
pronoun.

Jean: A possessive pronoun —NITH AL 1.

Jo: Pronouns are 1, you, he, she, it, they, we. So you would say | have a pen —
it is my pen.

Jean: Jo H my 1A | kRERXSNERE T, Ko my 2— M3 50

Fuiiktbinid you have a car - it's your car.
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We have a house — it is our house. Its is the possessive pronoun of it. And
we use the pronoun it for animals or objects.

FAT— ] it RN ERE RS Y RVU L, BE AT A MR ARG . 28
ki, FA 1T LA the dog ate its food very quickly X H R Bt e )
g 1. AER A e A A REH] his 80 her, THAEH it.

You would also say — look at that car. Car is an object.

U

Look at that car. Its windows are broken.

RRIE T4 LR, PrRlFATE its windows.

So that’s the answer to your question Fei — it’s is a contraction of it is.

iy its 2 AT, RaRrZHRIEREY. WAL e e Y 2 = A PR
BT

We hope that has helped Fei. If you have a question you would like us to

answer you can email us at questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
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We look forward to hearing from you. Bye.

NN


mailto:questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
http://www.bbcchina.com.cn

