BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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William Kremer. Hi William.

William: Hi Li!

Li: Let’s listen to this week’s question, from Willa Ke.

William: Ah she’s my sister!

Li: Yes, # « @i, Ke Willa... well, good!

William: Yeah that’s my Chinese name, is #] * JiiJif.

Li: Very good, you have got a sister in Chinal | didn’t know that before.

William: Not a real sister but a... ‘'same name’ sister. OK, | think we should listen

to the question anyway.

Robot Voice: Please select from the following options. To listen to the question, press
one. To speak to Willa press two. To answer her question press three.
To replay these options press four.

Li: FN, BRI L2
William: Press one!
Willa: My name is Willa Ke. Yeah, now I’'m in Shanghai. My question is how to

distinguish two words, between ‘choose’ and ‘select’?

Li: Yy AUE TRAT VAR AN Sl IX 1), “to select’ F1 ‘to choose’. #i &k F 1
. I've always thought those words mean more or less the same,
William!

William: Well they do Li. But there are a couple of things to note. ‘To choose’ is

one of the most commonly used verbs in English — it’s in the 1,000 most
frequently-used words. ‘To select’ is also commonly used, but a bit less
than ‘to choose’ — it’s in the top 2,000 most commonly used words. So
‘choose’ is used slightly more than ‘select’.

Li: ‘Choose’ XML ‘select’ 14 H (115 K353
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William: And that might be because ‘select’ has a slightly narrower meaning than

‘choose’.

Li: It has a narrower meaning, EEHE KA. BEARIXAE, HRAEBIATT L
]~ X ¥ choose kA X1t select, HIARE it K select 8% choose. f:iX
RN ?

William: Yeah exactly. To select something, you usually pick one thing or one

person from a group. So for example,

Example

Please select from the following options.

William: In that example, you are selecting from a list of options. However it is
also possible to say

Example

Please choose from the following options.

Li: Right... thgiieil, ERIENZ IR —AIIEE, ZH select iX&ghin, H4
Wl selection I, William, ZRPIxTIE?

William: Exactly, yes. You are selecting from a selection. So to give you another
example, we could say,

Example

I was selected to represent my school at table tennis.

William: “l was selected to represent my school at table tennis.” So in that
example the selection included all the other students, but the person
speaking was selected. But once again, she could also say...

Example

I was chosen to represent my school at table tennis.
Li: W, BT, ARG select 1422t choose?

William: Well it’'s when we are talking about choosing to do something. For
example, | can say that | chose to become an English teacher, but if |
say that | selected to become an English teacher, that sounds a bit
strange.

Li: WIET, AR AW EESRAE I ik #E 2 he chose to do something ANiE
i, he selected to do something.

William: That's the main difference in usage, but there are also some subtle
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Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Example

Some subtle differences in meaning, & )3 EETAb X 5.

I think that the word ‘select’ sometimes implies that someone has
thought about a choice. Of course that’s what we normally do, we think
about choices, but it is possible to talk about unconscious choices for
example... like choosing to walk on one side of the street or the other.

U, FORMRE— TR AR X, RS NS, TR e ECE A
KN, Z4H unconsciously choosing, LIk E b, FTLLZH ke
SEHRLEAKHE TN (. ik, RSN 5 2 a1 ik Feai /& selecting.

Also, ‘select’ has a slightly more formal feel. So we often use ‘select’
rather than ‘choose’ in a technical context. For example, if we're talking
about options in a computer programme.

FEBRAE LR I, FRATZH ] select XA, A,

So for example...

If you want to preview the document go to ‘File’, and then select ‘Print preview’.

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:
Robot Voice:
Li:

William:
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But the main thing to remember is that ‘choose’ is more common than
‘select’ so you will normally want to choose ‘choose’!

Choose or select, select or choose, MW, {FAI1EEF W AH X 4 % [E XA
0] 2

I know. One of the really remarkable things about English is just how
big the vocabulary is. There are over 59 million entries in the Oxford
English Dictionary! And part of the reason for that is that the language
has been shaped by lots of other languages in the past, which had their
own words for concepts. So, to take Willa’s example, the word ‘choose’
is an Old English word originally from German, whereas the word ‘select’
comes to us through Latin.

CEE  [7] STA) 285 e NTEEE LA S S IRAE TR ), B in 4RI 6] 15tk B s
H T German and Latin. ¥ 3)iX B IR AL R FAE —F 2 d g 2 D 46, —
HHATIE!

Yeah, how can anyone ever choose what to say?

Please select your words from the following 59 million options. A,
aardvark, aback, abacus...

Ha ha... JLSUGO0RA B AREE, ARIEGevh-oe FOH 3 AT AN P2 7,500
A

Thanks Willa, for your excellent question. | do hope we’ve helped.
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Willa: Yeah, thank you very much for your detailed answer. It's very helpful!

Li: ST, WK G AT 7 A5 T I Ui B I 45 AT 1 R vy I
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. BiAE /R A& HEH, you never know,
we might select your one!

William and Li: Bye.
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