BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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REUWFIRFEMF], WAV R IR FET H, A RFIRIFLE S & E 2 A F 2 William
Kremer. Hello William.

Hello Li. So, what’s on the menu today?

Today we're going to be answering a question from our listener Lanny.
Lanny writes "I found BBC Learning English by accident and like it very
much. It can help me improve my oral and listening.”

You know, I like this Lanny, he sounds like a really nice guy.

Yes, full of compliments. Lanny’s question is ‘Please can you kindly advise
some blessing sentences for wedding, bearing and so on.’” A thix B {51
bearing KMEFR & BT, XAEJ4E il 2 childbirth. JrBl Lanny A3 3A16E
21— LA, R E AR William?

Well as it happens I have something that will help us answer Lanny’s
question today. On these quite formal occasions what we say to people is
often the same as what we write in a card. And I don't know about you Li,
but when someone gives me a nice card I can’t throw it out.

William fRAEE MR T R. Actually, I'm the same William.

Ah, are you Li? OK. Well, I've got my box of cards here.

Oh wow! That’s huge! How many have you got there?

Oh many many cards. I should through them out but I can’t. So let’s start
off by looking at birthday cards. Li, could you read that one?

OK, let me see. “Dear Alex...” Who is Alex?
Alex, that’s my wife.

Oh right, OK. “Happy Birthday, love and best wishes, Grandma.” And kiss,
kiss.

And then, what does it say at the bottom?

“Have a lovely day!”
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So it’s a birthday card to my wife from her grandmother. She wrote “Happy
birthday” and she also wrote “Have a lovely day”.

Happy birthday 44k and have a lovely day £ H—K.

That's quite normal, to say something like “I hope you have lovely day” or
maybe “I hope you have a very special day”.

I hope you have a very special day #SREE R I— K.
OK now Li I've got another card for you.

Oh another one. Oh these cards are lovely! W], X#EB-RIEA[Z1 ! XANF L
H1f., Let's see. “Dearest William, many happy returns, from Sophie and
Brett”.

“Many happy returns”. That’s a little bit more formal than saying ‘Happy
Birthday’. And it’s quite a useful phrase - we can use it for birthdays,
anniversaries and weddings. You can also use it at New Year.

Many happy returns XAJ#iEiE I IER, A e g e, Hrh s
76 AU

William WA R$EE] TARKIZE T, AR ], VR B ORAEA AR TASALIN 0 e 2
Oh yes, yes! You think my wife is going to let me throw them out?!

I'm sure you have loads of those cards.

Here’s one, here's one. Now on the front of this card it reads “To the Happy
Couple on your wedding day”. The *happy couple’ means the couple that’'s
just got married.

Oh really? x4 fxnr it MMM - 17 (¥ %} the happy couple. 34M\
I G D S RRIFARAT X AL HT A R v SEERSE A S BRI N, *Mr and Mrs

Kremer’, isn't it ?

Yes Li, it is. But not all women change their names now, so it’s best to
check that one first! Now, do you want to read the inside of that card?

I'd love to. Pretty card isn't it? “To Alex and Will, Wishing you many happy
years together. Love from Jo and Martin.” Wishing you many happy years
together A EVRNTHFFIL .

And here’s another one.

“Dear Alex and Will, Congratulations on your wedding day. We wish both

all of the health, wealth and happiness that life can give you for the future.
All our love, George and Rich”.
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So George and Rich said “congratulations” and also, like the other card,
they talked about the future. "We wish both all the health, wealth and
happiness that life can give you...”

That's very sweet. 7EBIASH < B AAMTRA L R AR KB AETETE ?

It's very common. Another thing you can do if you like reading is to maybe
look for a quote to make the card a little bit more special.

TE B BUARE I IHE IS nT LA | 285 M quote, DUMERE M4k, iR 2 Nl gE#l i fs
XA G WS IR N AR K E AT s I OB LT, PRI A b e =Xy il g 2
William?

No, that’s not true. In fact, the more personal and heartfelt that you make
your card, the better. So use ordinary English that you can use to express
your feelings normally.

I see. William i J &2 55 V) personal flk HNL heartfelt #ilf. Ll
LMo B QB R IRITE &, B AR . William &7 —ANm, R4 3%
B —5k R B33 T %4 wealth - “We wish both all the health, wealth
and happiness that life can give you.” 7EJCE ABER I, SN e fG A
T 2 i DL F g

No, actually that is a little unusual. I know that in China people often talk
about money, but in Europe we don’t so much. So it's more common to say
‘I hope the future you brings you joy’ or something like ‘May the future
bring much happiness’. Now Li, here’s one last wedding card that I thought
might be useful for our listeners to hear.

Let’s have a look. “Alex and Will. Hope you have an amazing day and a
fantastic honeymoon break. Sorry I can’t be at your big day and I hope all
goes well. All the very best. I'm sure you will have a wonderful life
together, love Tim and Jo.”

Nice card isn't it?

Yes. XARBRNLER T U, ARHOE AR IEERT RS s 4L .

That's right. Sorry I can't be at your big day. When people talk about ‘the
big day’ they mean the wedding day.

Ah R R T AL IS A Fx A the happy couple, #454L HFRh the big
day.

Lanny JEREAITE B2 48 A DU, 5 William fRA %A 5 DI-R?
No, I don't thank goodness!
Don't you want a baby William?!

Well, no, not at the moment... But when you write a new baby card it's
normal to address it to both parents but usually the mother gets a special
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mention. So you would say something like “I hope that mum is recovering
OK”. And then I would write about what a successful human being the new
child will be with such good parents!
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Yes, you often hear reference to ‘the new addition to the family’. And that
means the baby. So you would say for example “Congratulations on the
new addition to the family”.

That’s interesting. #4E)Lf5 I#F% 4 The new addition to the family FEEH
Vo BT, B IERATC Y T ADYUEE. William, shall we have a recap?

I hope you have a very special day; Many happy returns; To the happy couple; Wishing
you many happy years together; We wish you all the health, wealth and happiness that
life can give you; Sorry I can’t be at your big day; Congratulations on the new addition to

the family.
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So Lanny, I do hope that this programme has answered your question.
BT Lanny —ERE % TAMRABREIER K, AefhalrH g, HEfRER] 7ol )
7 T ) 1) Rl RV 4R FRAT 1 R H R, 28R s B S . FRATT Y HISAS 2
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. WVFRATISEIE AR 1)

Now that will be a cause for celebration!

Byel
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