BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Authentic Real English: Kick Off FF#4

(Sound of a whistle blowing)

Yang Li:

Diarmuid:

Yang Li:

Diarmuid:

Yang Li:

Diarmuid:

Examples

BRIEAT, BATARIMIE D € SRS . I’'m Yang Li.

And I’'m Diarmuid. Our phrase for the day has its origins in football, but
now it’s used much more widely.
YiEERK,  HCBETTAR IR — Tk ) sk il 4 kick off.

Yes, it can also be used as a verb. For example, today’s game is going to
kick off at 3 o’clock, which means it’s going to start at 3pm. Simple.

Simple. So you said the phrase can also be used outside football?

Yes, it can also be used when talking about other events starting, such as
meetings, concerts or parties.

A: When does the meeting start?
B: We’re going to kick off at 14.30.

C: What's the plan for tonight?
D: Well I thought we could kick off around eight with some drinks at my place, then go

on to a pub.

Yang Li: So are you a football fan, Derm?

Diarmuid: Yes, | like watching it but I’'m not much good at playing. I've got two left
feet.

Yang Li: Really? Derm i fl 5 A7 W 2 s 02 T B AR 22, SRR . Well |
like watching it too, as long as the players are cutel!

Diarmuid: Hmm, any favourites?

Yang Li: That would be telling!

Page 1 of 2

bbcukchina.com



Diarmuid:  Well, I’'m sure our listeners will hear this phrase ‘to kick off’ a lot; it really
is common in spoken English.

Yang Li: PrBA KR th B R B o, DDA e 9t B e e W W 210X M) kick of f. 5l T ZEFATTHY
ROt R SAT ASE 21TE 2 (IE 9 i . AT P hE 2 -

Diarmuid: www.bbcukchina.com

Yang Li: AIAEAGE kick off (IR,  BATWTT HHELHR T, 2 TR T, HJamw
Wi o

Diarmuid: The final whistle.

(Sound of a whistle blowing and the crowd cheering)
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