BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English HiE%E

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Authentic Real English: Gravy Train B KIERESE
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Hi Jean. What's that you're reading?

Hi Diarmuid. I'm just reading a newspaper report about people who work
for the BBC.

Hey! We work for the BBC. What does the newspaper say about us?

Well, it says here that people who work for the BBC get paid far too much
money.

Too much money? | don't think my salary is too high.

Well, look at the headline in the newspaper: (reading) "BBC Stars On The
Gravy Train. Huge Salaries for TV Presenters."

Well, | suppose the top TV presenters do get paid a lot of money.

But what about this phrase 'on the gravy train'. F41iE gravy ;2 JcFE5 B AL
TNz 0 FR AR AT, AR UEIX A gravy train << /T K E77 X OR AR
We ?

Ah yes, the gravy train. That is a strange phrase and it's also our phrase of
the day. Gravy train. G.R.A.V.Y and T.R.A.l.N.

But what does it mean?

Good question. In English we use the phrase 'on the gravy train' to mean
that someone has a very easy job that pays them a lot of money.

OK, J5i>k on the gravy train g2 M ARG N, SN MSMEEIR 2 1) TR,
It's a phrase that has negative connotations.
Negative connotations. 2z X[¥). So it's a kind of criticism then.

Absolutely. If someone says you are on the gravy train, they are probably
criticising you. They may even be resentful of you.

Resentful Hie b XL G AN . Let's hear some examples:
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Examples

A: It's not fair that | have to work so hard. My sister gets paid twice my salary and only
works three days a week.
B: She's on the gravy train, isn't she?

A: My friends think that because I'm a banker I'm on the gravy train but they don't
realise how hard | have to work.
B: They're probably just jealous.

Jean: So do you think that people who work for the BBC are on the gravy train,
Diarmuid?
Diarmuid: I certainly don't think that I'm on the gravy train but then | would say that,

wouldn't 1?
Jean: So how much do you get paid then?

Diarmuid: Now Jean you know that people in the UK don't like to tell other people
how much they earn.

Jean: S, ARSI SO, RSARAD BARFT W 5 IO K =%, IR 2 A X i
RAALHL -

Diarmuid: It's just one of those cultural differences, | suppose.

Jean: And if you're interested in British culture you should look at our Ask About

Britain programmes on the website.

Diarmuid: That's www.bbcukchina.com.

Jean: See you next time.

Diarmuid: Bye.
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