BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: Whatchamacallit ;4. 4 %E . ((RBEYD

Neil: Hello, welcome to Real English from BBC Learning English, I'm Neil.
Feifei: REhf, FoRMAESE.
Neil: In Real English we look at words and phrases people use all the time

which you might not find in your dictionary.

Feifei: HE S A A SR RIE, AR AT REAE SRR R AR, HR AN AR
PS4 E HIL. So Neil, are you ready to start the programme?

Neil: Hang on. | just need to get my papers together (sound of rustling
papers). Could you just pass me that, erm, ah, that whatchamacallit
over there?

Feifei: A what?

Neil: You know, one of those whatchamacallits for holding papers
together.

Feifei: A paperclip? Neil #iflZE—A i 74 paperclip FEEATT H 22 s 7 2231

I, AR TIRAME B AU, Et e it a whatchamacallit.

Neil: Yeah, a paperclip, thanks. I couldn’t remember the name for a
second. In English, if there’s something we can’t remember the
name of, we can call it a ‘whatchamacallit’. It comes from the words
‘what do you call it’ said very quickly.

Feifei: AR FEDFS 1) W-H-A-T-C-H-A-M-A-C-A-L-L-1-T, 4314t What
do you call it iIXAJIEIR R UL KT, w42k T whatchamacallit.

Insert

A: I've just bought this tin of beans for dinner but I haven’t got a... ah, whatchamacallit
to open it.

B: A tin-opener?

A: Yeah, | don’t have a tin-opener.

Neil: How do you say ‘whatchamacallit’ in Chinese?
Feifei: A, BRI KA s T AT IR T FEARVE R A RRIN U, A

tH4%k%, whatchamacallit.
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Neil: There are other ways of saying it too.

Feifei: Tell me.

Neil: You can say thingmejig, or thingmebob!

Feifei: Thingmejig and thingmebob /&%) —FiF x4, AP L .

Neil: But | think we’ll stick to just whatchamacallit for now.

Feifei: IR R AR 2 B B 2 B sCaR i Fria Vi, AT LU Bt AT 194 s
www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Feifei: See you next time.

Neil: Bye.
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