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Weather Lanquage XS BE

A British Obsession F:E A\ 2K2% 15 5

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEMAESC, RJETBHSRN

British people are famous for always talking about the weather, but the
weather also affects the way we speak and the phrases we use.

As more winter weather batters the UK, this week’s Take Away demonstrates
how the British obsession with weather has influenced our language.

The return of snowstorms to the UK proves that when it comes to bad weather
it never rains but it pours.

The police have warned that unnecessary road travel is not recommended but
some motorists have thrown caution to the wind and made their journeys
anyway, claiming that it’s all a storm in teacup.

Those whose cars are stuck in the snow may consider themselves to be
twisting in the wind.

There are problems too for local councils who are running out of sand and grit
for the roads, having not saved enough supplies for a rainy day.

However it’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good and breakdown
services will be seeing an increase in business at this time of year.

And every cloud has a silver lining for plumbers too as the cold weather
brings burst and frozen pipes in homes and businesses.

What has become apparent from the cold snap is that seasonal weather
forecasting is not a precise science.

The UK Meteorological Office predicted that this winter would be mild and
warm so the bad weather came like a bolt from the blue, defying predictions.

It’s no wonder then that many people are feeling under the weather with flus
and colds an ever-present danger, especially for the very old and very young.

The best thing to do then is to wrap up warm, stay at home and weather the
storm and hopefully in a few weeks everything will be as right as rain.
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Glossary L&

batters CEHRS) WL influenced W
it never rains but it pours #A# | thrown caution to the wind B &
ﬁ
a storm in teacup Kf/ME twisting in the wind 2 JG3E
grit BHk rainy day R f %1/ FE
ill wind that blows nobody any breakdown services (5%) ¥EER
good AWmth AR/ AAKEANE %
every cloud has a silver lining plumbers &T

(RS RFHHARAK—E
N EAE
burst B /R cold snap il
seasonal weather forecasting & | Meteorological Office predicted
TREWE &R
bolt from the blue SH¥KK under the weather 5 REFIRk
weather the storm it Gl as right as rain J7 /i

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
DL A FERa) R B2 A 2R ? ERE EHER.

1. British people are well known for always talking about the weather.
True / False

2. The UK is in the grip of a heatwave. True / False

3. The police have told people to abandon their cars in the snow.
True / False

4. It is not easy to predict an entire season’s weather. True / False

5. Certain illnesses are more common in winter. True / False
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2. Weather Idioms Practice KSEiEZ>]

Let’s practise using some of the weather idioms from the reading text.
Match the idiom to its definition in English.

MRIEURICH MBI TR EAT1% B B X

1. a storm in teacup a. something coming as a complete
surprise with no warning

2. every cloud has a silver lining b. fine and well

3. a bolt from the blue c. a trivial matter that has been
exaggerated

4. as right as rain d. even bad situations have some good
in them

Now let’s practise using those idioms by completing the sentences
below using an idiom form the list above.

DUAETE R A 3 pl v BL ik HH 5 O AR SN T T R A B AR Ak

1. Just take a couple of these pills and have an early night and you should be
in the morning.

2. I’'m sorry you weren’t accepted by a foreign university but
At least this way you’ll be able to stay here with all your friends.

3. The news came as a . It was so unexpected.
4. Look, don’t worry about this problem. It's a - no big deal
really.
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3. Weather Forecast XSk

Read this authentic BBC weather report. There are 10 mistakes. Can
you spot them and correct them. Warning: this is not easy!

THAEABBCHRAIMIR. BATMAT H1MER, BEREAGREAMNER, #R: A5 5
I 1

“Snow has falling again over the UK hitting southern England during the
morning rush time.

The heaviest snow falls over the hills of western England and Wales. Central
and southern England saw five to ten centimetres at lower levels and more
under the hills.

During the night drivers were stranded in Devon and several major airports
closed their runaways.

The snow is the result of warm moist air from the Atlantic colliding with the
very cold air that has been sitting over the UK for weeks and will slowly move
northern during the day.

As the warmer air continues it will push north and gradually introduce a thaw
across the country.

Unfortunately that is unlikely to be the end of the snow as the next Atlantic
system looks as though it will bring more snowing to the higher ground of
northern Britain, with gales in the west by late in Friday and into Saturday.

Its not all bad news. Skiers in Scotland are having the best start to their
season in ten years.

The Glenshee area have a full cover of snow and wouldn't normally expect this

much snow until February, while the Cairngorm Mountain Range is reporting
up to two metres of sleet.”
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with weather vocabulary in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically (1) or diagonally (»)

TEAE NI B TR, Rl 5RAATER REIZE RFR.
A L0, FHHBT AT RELUKFH (=) |ER (V) BTAR (v) BHEL.

a (v |d |[r [i z |z |I e |s |e |d
a |s |d (f |g |t |y |u |i n |m|o
h s |e |d |v |t [s |I e |e |t [i
u |w e |c |f h |1 n |h |y |f |c
m | i s |t |r |y |u |n |u |[n [|] a
i w |e |f r o |s |t |c |[r |g |t
d |s |e |[r |v |g [h |t ju [i p |n
a |f O |[g |s |s |t |w ]| o |[c |m]|oO
s |(u |f |s |r |c |g |t |I y |k |m
[ u |[b |I s |a |n |d |s |t |u [k
i y |n |b |u |r |y |0 [u |r |s |e
m|o |v |e |r |[c |a |s |t [i n |g
mist  fog sleet slush frost
sun  humid overcast drizzle icy
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [E%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

DT HTHRURE>HURRKR? HE L ERESR.

1. British people are well known for always talking
about the weather.
True

2. The UK is in the grip of a heatwave. False

3. The police have told people to abandon their cars
in the snow. False

4. It is not easy to predict an entire season’s weather.
True

5. Certain illnesses are more common in winter.
True

3. Weather Forecast KSR

Snow has fallen again over the UK hitting southern
England during the morning rush hour.

The heaviest snow fell over the hills of western
England and Wales. Central and southern England saw
five to ten centimetres at lower levels and more over
the hills.

During the night drivers were stranded in Devon and
several major airports closed their runways.

The snow is the result of warm moist air from the
Atlantic colliding with the very cold air that has been
sitting over the UK for weeks and will slowly move
north during the day.

As the warmer air continues it will push north and
gradually introduce a thaw across the country.

Unfortunately that is unlikely to be the end of the
snow as the next Atlantic system looks as though it
will bring more snowfall to the higher ground of
northern Britain, with gales in the west by late on
Friday and into Saturday.

It's not all bad news. Skiers in Scotland are having the
best start to their season in ten years.

The Glenshee area has a full cover of snow and
wouldn't normally expect this much snow until
February, while the Cairngorm Mountain Range is
reporting up to two metres of snow.
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2. Weather Idioms Practice KEBHIESLY

Let’s practise using some of the weather idioms from
the reading text. Match the idiom to its definition in
English.

RIBRICH BIHRIER B EA1E B KX

PR
ocvao

Now let’s practise using those idioms by completing
the sentences below using an idiom form the list
above.

BUAETH R\ L3k 7 BL G 1A @ AR ME T AR A TG (R A2 A

1. Just take a couple of these pills and have an early night
and you should be as right as rain in the morning.

2. I'm sorry you weren’'t accepted by a foreign university
but every cloud has a silver lining. At least this way
you'll be able to stay here with all your friends.

3. The news came as a bolt out of the blue. It was so
unexpected.

4. Look, don’'t worry about this problem. It's a storm in a
teacup - no big deal really.

4. Wordsearch Higig®
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