BBC WORLD SERVICE

L

-ARNING

-NGLISH

World’s Most Expenswe Ham

bbecukchina.com

Eﬁj\ E]/] kﬂl@




World’s Most Expensive Ham it &5 i) kB8
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Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEMAESC, RJETBHSRN

We all like to eat well, and sometimes it’s worth spending that little bit extra in
order to get the best food available, but how many of us would consider
spending nearly £2,000 (22,000 yuan) for a pig’s leg?

British gourmets with money to burn are licking their lips at the thought of
a Spanish ham that has gone on sale this week at shop in London.

The 7kg leg of Iberico ham costs £1,800 (19,800 yuan) and even comes with
its own DNA certificate to guarantee authenticity.

Cured ham has long been enjoyed as an expensive delicacy around the world
but the hefty price tag attached to these hams sets them apart from other
similar products.

The reason they are so costly is because they come from a group of only 50
black Iberian pigs personally selected and reared by a third-generation
Iberian pig farmer and curer.

Each pig has been fed on a special diet of acorns and roots to give the ham its
distinctive flavour, and given a pasture of ten hectares each to live in.

After, what is by pig standards, an idyllic life of roaming oak groves and
feeding naturally, the pigs are slaughtered and the curing process begins.

To make jamon iberico, as it is called in Spanish, the hams are salted and left
to dry for two weeks, then they are rinsed and dried for another four to six
weeks.

The dry hams are then hung in a cool, dry place for between 12 and 36 months
before being made available to the public.

These kinds of ham are served raw in very thin slices and usually eaten as an
appetiser. According to the London store selling the world’s most expensive
ham, the taste more than justifies the price tag.

"Connoisseurs will appreciate the melt-in-the-mouth texture of this truly
amazing Spanish ham,” said a spokesman.
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Glossary L&

gourmets — E&FK

money to burn — BHEMK

licking their lips — FR¥E (%),

Iberico — RBF—FRBBH

DNA certificate — DNA JiRiE$

guarantee authenticity — #R ] {F
g

cured - (FIiE, W, EETE)FEA(EHR)

hefty price tag — SR KIRH

reared — F:5H

third-generation — =4

acorns — 71

pasture — B4

hectares — Ai

idyllic life — Hfd4 %

roaming oak groves — ZEMR A8

slaughtered — #E%T

rinsed — ¥ T

raw — [

TR

connoisseurs — £ %%,

melt-in-the-mouth texture — A&
BR4L ) R

1. Reading Quiz [FiEi5%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT AT E 2R MER? 5B HIERER.

1. Spanish ham is made from a pig’s back.

True / False

2. The expensive ham is on sale in the UK. True / False

3. The pigs the ham is made from lived to be 50. True / False

4. Those pigs eat oak trees.

5. The curing process takes around six weeks to complete.
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2. Pig Idioms HEKBE

Match the pig-related idioms to their explanations.

THIER B RGE A AR SRR A I

Vocabulary tip:
WER S

e sow = a female pig

1. pigs might fly a. to eat too much food in a greedy
way
2. to pig out b. to make something wonderful from

poor materials

3. make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear | c. an unbelievable or unlikely situation

4. make pig’s ear of something d. to do a job very badly

Now complete the sentences below using one of the expressions from
above.

TEH LB RSB R T AT

1. “I am sure the most beautiful girl in town will marry me.”

“Yeah, and . You’ve got no chance.”
2. I'm so hungry I'm really going to at the restaurant tonight.
3. My teacher shouted at me for my homework.
4. Trying to repair my old car was like trying to . It would be

better just to get rid of it.

bbecukchina.com




3. Animal Meat Bk

In English we often use different words to describe the meat that
comes from an animal rather than using the animal’s name.

SRR, WRMAREENLIWHI B .

Match the meat to the animal that it comes from.

THIE LA R S5 SR B AR S IAEHE T .

1. beef k

2. pork ii ;; 3

3. mutton 1

4. venison
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with pigs in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically () or diagonally (»)

TEAE T TR, R 5HE R HITE AR
AL, HASIT AT RELUKFH (=) |EH) (V) BATAR (v) BB

s |b |e |a |r i n e |s |k |[a |t
a |[o |i j y |g |d |r |v |d |s |r
g |s |w|e |v |t |b|r |e |b |y |o

pork sow snout curly bacon
sausage trotter ear chop boar
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [F3EH% 2. Pig Idioms iy

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Match the pig-related idioms to their explanations.
correct answer.
Vocabulary tip:
UTHTHRURE?HURMR? FH W EREE.
. sow = a female pig
1. Spanish ham is made from a pig’s back. False

1.c
2. The expensive ham is on sale in the UK. True 2.a
3.b
3. The pigs the ham is made from lived to be 50. 4.d
False
Now complete the sentences below using one of the
4. Those pigs eat oak trees. False expressions from above.
5. The curing process takes around six weeks to 1. “l am sure the most beautiful girl in town will
complete. False marry me.”
“Yeah, and pigs might fly You’ve got no chance.”
2. I’'m so hungry I'm really going to pig out at the
restaurant tonight.
3. My teacher shouted at me for making a pig’s ear
of my homework.
4. Trying to repair my old car was like trying to make
a silk purse out of a pig’s ear. It would be
better just to get rid of it.
3. Animal Meat B3 4. Wordsearch BiFH#ER
s |njofult
s o p
a w bla|lc|o|n
1. beef u r
s e |alfr k t
a r
g b o
2. pork € clhjolp t
a t
r e
p
clu|r |l |y
3. mutton
4. venison
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