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New British Prime Minister Z&[H {3 EAH

Conservative David Cameron Wins {£5F 5 K% « £

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEIMASC, R)ETBHSRN

After days of political horse-trading the UK finally has a new government
and a new Prime Minister, following the resignation of Labour's Gordon
Brown on Tuesday evening.

Since last Thursday's general election resulted in a hung parliament, a
situation in which none of the political parties has an overall majority,
British politicians have been attempting to form a coalition government.

Such a government is comparatively rare in the UK. Indeed this is the first
coalition since the Second World War.

So how did it happen?

Last week's general election saw the public vote split amongst the political
parties in such a way that no party achieved the 326 seats required to gain a
majority and therefore form a government.

This situation is known as a hung parliament, and means that two or more of
the opposing parties have to unite in order to have more than 326 seats
between them.

The Conservative party won 306 seats while Labour and the Liberal
Democrats got 258 and 57 seats respectively.

This meant that the Liberal Democrats effectively became 'kingmakers', with
the power to choose which rival to form a coalition with.

Both Labour and the Conservatives attempted to woo the Lib Dems with
various offers over the last few days, but in the end Gordon Brown resigned
both as Prime Minster and as Labour leader, paving the way for the new
government.

Many have seen the Lib Dems as the real winners in this situation, given the
fact that their leader Nick Clegg has been appointed Deputy Prime Minister
and four others have received ministerial appointments.

However, it remains to be seen how effectively David Cameron's Conservatives
can work with their new partners.
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Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

LRI A R 2R AR ? R IERE R

1. Gordon Brown has been elected Prime Minister.
2. There was no clear winner in last week's election.

3. It is necessary to get 300 votes to win a British election.

True / False

True / False

True / False

4. The coalition is between the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats.

True / False

5. The Liberal Democrats have five jobs at minister level.
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2. Jumbled Sentences 3TELiASERAIF

Rearrange the words in the sentences below to make correct
sentences.

Wl TR T o A BRI, A A ERE AT

1. 60 It more is the in the coalition UK for first than government years.

2. decide party now The have on to Labour a new will leader.

3. and Lib Dems together will work government to form Conservatives a new.

4. Prime David Minister the Britain Cameron is of Great new.

5. Lib Dems are a of with jobs There important in the number government.

6. knows coalition together Nobody well work how the parties will.
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3. Prepositions /i

Complete the following sentences by writing the correct preposition
after the verb.

SR N FIA)T, EIEMEIRBAZE T .

1. In the UK politicians are elected parliament to represent the
country.

2. Not enough people voted any one single party to achieve a stable
government.

3. After the election Labour Prime Minister Gordon Brown visited the Queen in
order to hand his resignation.

4. Some Liberal Democrat politicians have been rewarded top jobs in
the government.

5. This is a way that the Conservatives can thank the Liberal Democrats
the support they are giving them in parliament.

6. Now the Conservatives will have to work hand hand with the Liberal
Democrats to run the country.

7. Most British people hope that the new government will work to get the
country of economic difficulties.

8. Normally a general election in the UK is a battle the Conservative
and Labour parties.

with to in in between for out for
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with British government in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically (1) or diagonally (»)

TEAE NI B TRk, Rl SR EBUTH REISE BIER.
A L0, FHHBT AT RELUKFH (=) |ER (V) BTAR (v) BHEL.

queen lords commons westminster mp
pm minister debate vote elect
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [E%

1. Gordon Brown has been elected Prime Minister.
False

2. There was no clear winner in last week's election.
True

3. It is necessary to get 300 votes to win a British
election. False

4. The coalition is between the Conservatives and
the Liberal Democrats. True

5. The Liberal Democrats have five jobs at minister
level. True

3. Prepositions fiF

1. In the UK politicians are elected to parliament to
represent the country.

2. Not enough people voted for any one single party
to achieve a stable government.

3. After the election Labour Prime Minister Gordon
Brown visited the Queen in order to hand in his
resignation.

4. Some Liberal Democrat politicians have been
rewarded with top jobs in the government.

5. This is a way that the Conservatives can thank
the Liberal Democrats for the support they are
giving them in parliament.

6. Now the Conservatives will have to work hand in
hand with the Liberal Democrats to run the
country.

7. Most British people hope that the new
government will work to get the country out of
economic difficulties.

8. Normally a general election in the UK is a battle
between the Conservative and Labour parties.
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. Jumbled Sentences ITELEERAIT

. It is the first coalition government in the UK for

more than 60 years.

. The Labour party will now have to decide on a new

leader.

. Conservatives and Lib Dems will work together to

form a new government.

. David Cameron is the new Prime Minister of Great

Britain.

. There are a number of Lib Dems with important

jobs in the government.

. Nobody knows how well the coalition parties will

work together.

. Wordsearch Bigi#®
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