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Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
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The British summer is extremely beautiful. Trees, flowers, birds and
butterflies make the whole country like a big garden. However,
many British people have noticed that butterflies have been
gradually disappearing from this picturesque scenery during the
past several years. What has happened to them?

Butterfly Conservation, a charity in the UK, is running a survey
to help answer this question. The result is more serious than people
expected. According to the survey, among 59 butterfly species
found in the British Isles, more than three-quarters of them are
suffering a declining population, including the most popular
Meadow Brown. Moreover, half of all butterfly species are on the
verge of extinction.

Some common species such as the small Tortoiseshell butterfly and
the Wall butterfly are dropping dramatically. The latter can not
even be seen in many parts of central and southern England.

The Blue butterfly, which was commonly seen in the south, has
started colonising Edinburgh in the past few years.

The numbers of butterflies have dropped to a record low in the
past three years largely because the summer in the UK is getting
cooler and their habitat is also degrading.

Fortunately Britain is experiencing a long hot summer this year
compared to the last few summers. Conservationists believe the
warm weather will bring some benefit to the butterflies.

Sir David Attenborough, president of Butterfly Conservation, said:
"Butterflies in profusion tell us that all is well with nature. When
they decline it's a warning that other wildlife will be soon heading
the same way."

The survey is still going on. The public is also encouraged to keep
track of the UK's butterfly population. The organisers hope the
survey will help raise public awareness of the value of butterflies in
the UK. Butterflies give an indication of the well-being of nature
and the environment.
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1. Reading Quiz [F&2mLs

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
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1. Three-quarters of the butterfly species in the UK are threatened

with extinction.
True / False

2. The Blue butterfly has started to move its habitat from south to

north. True / False

3. A hot summer is not good for the butterflies. True / False

4. An increase of butterflies indicates that all is well with the nature.

True / False

5. Butterflies can be an indicator of the changes in the environment.

True / False
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The UK butterfly population is [decline]_declining dramatically.

1. South England was a perfect [colonise] for the Blue
butterfly in the past.

2. Half of all butterfly species are on the verge of [extinct]

3. Butterflies' habitat has been [degrade] during the past
decade.

4. He is now working as a [conservation]

5. This summer people are happy to see the population of
butterflies is in [profuse]

6. Butterflies are sensitive to the environment. They are an
[indicate] of the change of environment.
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a) Life Stages of a Butterfly §jii—: f{) R [FIp Bt

HAAT RGP IEFEE SRR, EABR—EF RN E.

pupa caterpillar butterfly
eggs

b) Complete Sentences ERAIT

RRARERE T LT EITYE? 75 BT 77 HE 7808 & K BLIA R 58
BT FIEF

cocoon caterpillar larva
chrysalis egg

1. Female butterflies usually lay their on plants.




2. During a stage of a butterfly's life cycle, the

eats plant leaves.

3. A pupa is also called a

4. A pupa is usually covered in a which is made

from the silk spun by the caterpillar.

5. Another name for a caterpillar is

4. Wordsearch BiF# &
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1. Reading Quiz [FEWU%E

1. Three-quarters of the butterfly
species in the UK are
threatened with extinction.
False

2. The Blue butterfly has started to
move its habitat from south to
north. True

3. A hot summer is not good for the
butterflies. False

4. An increase of butterflies
indicates that all is well with
nature. True

5. Butterflies can be an indicator of

changes in the environment.
True

3. Vocabulary Practice {3

a) Life Stages of a Butterfly &g

— WA BB
A: eqgs B: caterpillar
C: pupa D: _butterfly

b) Complete Sentences SEAIF

1. Female butterflies usually lay
their eqgs on plants.

2. During a stage of a butterfly's
life cycle, the caterpillar eats
plant leaves.

3. A pupa is also called a
chrysalis.

4. A pupa is usually covered in a
cocoon which is made from the
silk spun by the caterpillar.

5. Another name for a caterpillar is
larva .

South England was a perfect [colonise] colony for the Blue

. Half of all butterfly species are on the verge of [extinct]

Butterflies' habitat has been [degrade] deagrading during

He is now working as a [conservation] conservationist.

. This summer people are happy to see the population of

butterflies is in [profuse] profusion.

. Butterflies are sensitive to the environment. They are an

[indicate] indicator of the change of environment.

2. Word Forms it
1.
butterflies in the past.
2
extinction.
3.
the past decade..
4.
5
6
4. Wordsearch BiE#Z%R
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