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A Designer Degree ¥%it247

A Degree in Luxury is Being Launched JEEE 4 i K 22 67 I RIHEH
Read the text below and do the activity that follows.

D E TS, R)E TR

In a so-called age of austerity you might not expect a university to be
offering a degree in luxury.

However, this autumn the International University of Monaco is launching a
master's degree in luxury retail management.

The degree is a far cry from the student stereotype of debt and dingy flats,
and will follow a syllabus looking at designer products, private jets and
yachts.

The course has been developed in collaboration with designer brands such
as Gucci and Ralph Lauren. The 35 students will learn about how to sell
lavish goods and run luxury boutiques.

Despite Europe's current financial troubles, the university says the course has
been developed in response to a demand for staff who specialise in the
luxury market.

A spokeswoman for the university says, "Gone are the days when it was
easy to sell luxury goods based on the allure of the brand alone.” The
university also says that the course will teach students how to offer people an
exceptional shopping experience "in which consumers develop long-lasting
and emotional ties with the brand".

However, before you start applying to live the high life it is important to
point out that students will be learning about, rather than enjoying, the world
of opulent brands.

The degree is in a country associated with wealth and extravagance, but the
International University of Monaco is not the first to offer a degree in luxury
retail.

High-end London department store Harrods, known for its designer products,
announced earlier this year that it would be offering an undergraduate degree
in retailing for its own staff. The famous London store believes it will reap the
rewards from a university training programme.

So that is one Harrods product that tourists won't be able to take home- a
university degree.
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Glossary FICE

so-called — FigH

age of austerity — faiiFMIEAR

far cry — fiEHZT

stereotype — ALK S

dingy — BlEH)

syllabus — #2%KHN

yachts — J#ig

in collaboration with — 5... &4k

brands — & J#

lavish - E&HK, BHEK

run — 28

specialise — X%

gone are the days - ... HF¥F—£ARiR

allure — &1, W51 H

emotional ties — &% _E 2%

live the high life — T HFEBE LK
AR

opulent — 4K

extravagance - £, &

high-end — &k

reap the rewards — IR

1. Reading Quiz [H{EHl%E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

AT AR AR B 2R R R ? R IEm A R

1. The new degree is an undergraduate course. True / False

2. Designer brands have been involved in developing the course. True /

False

3. There has been a demand for this course. True / False

4. Students will be learning about how to sell extravagant items. True /

False

5. The degree is the first of its kind. True / False
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2. Adjectives &

In the box below there are adjectives which could describe something
high-quality and something low-quality.

Put each adjective into the correct side of the table.

7 HE B X T A T DUR RGBS R R K. TE R SRR A K.

High-quality Low-quality
flash luxurious trashy lavish shabby
tatty opulent lush shoddy dingy
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3. Shopping Idioms 5W¥H XK EGE

a) Match each shopping idiom to its definition.

TEIE LT MIEYIA < SRS R Rk

1. to shop till you drop a. to talk about work when you are
not working

2. to talk shop b. the idea that buying new things
can cheer you up.

3. to window shop c. to visit a number of shops to
compare prices, before buying an
item.

4. shopping/retail therapy d. to go on a very long shopping trip

5. to shop around e. to look at things but not purchase
them

b) Now complete the sentences below with the correct idiom.

AU ESWYA XK BGERTER T 5T

1. If you you can usually find a good bargain.

2. We are going to this Saturday! | can't wait!

3. Will you two stop ? It is very boring to listen to!

4. This week has been very stressful. | think some is in order.

5. I don't have much money this week, so | think I will just have to
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4. Wordsearch HiF#g

Try to find the words associated with this week's article in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THAE T KRR, R EARCER RIRERAR.
HH10M 8, HARTT ALK () EEK (1) BXAE (m) B,

y |f u |i e |r o |k m|x [r [i
i d (u |w |I i a |o |I I s |f
d |e |s |i g |n |e |r |g |0 |e |cC

degree course university student goods
brands luxury  shops retail designer
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Answers &%

[

. Reading Quiz [& il

The new degree is an undergraduate course.
False

Designer brands have been involved in
developing the course. True

There has been a demand for this course. True

Students will be learning about how to sell
extravagant items. True

The degree is the first of its kind. False

3. Shopping ldioms 5% XK #E

OoT OO QO

. If you shop around you can usually find a good
bargain.

. We are going to shop till we drop this
Saturday! | can't wait!

. Will you two stop talking shop? It is very
boring to listen to!

. This week has been very stressful. | think some
shopping/retail therapy is in order.

. 1 don't have much money this week, so | think |
will just have to window shop.
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2. Adjectives FE& i

high-quality

flash
luxurious
lavish
opulent
lush

low-quality

trashy
dingy
shabby
tatty
shoddy

4. Wordsearch BiFR#&
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