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University Disappointment % [E Xk 2% i A ¥t sk

Record Scramble for British University Places [ k2 Hig# A KIREA

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P T, AT :

What do you do if you don't get into your first choice of university? That's the
dilemma that faces thousands of British students every year.

Many candidates turn to Clearing, the service that helps find university
places for students at the last moment. If they don't have the marks to get
into their first choice of institution, Clearing tells them about places available
at other universities, though they might have to read another subject.

But this year has seen a record number of people applying to university.
This, combined with the weak economy, an uncertain job market and budget
cuts at universities, means that there's been even more of a scramble for
places than usual. Some sources say six students have applied for each
remaining undergraduate university place.

The British university admissions service, UCAS, says up to a quarter of this
year's university applicants - almost 190,000 people - still don't have a
place on a degree course. That's a rise of over 46,000 students from last
year.

Faced with these figures, some British students might be thinking of an
interesting alternative: studying abroad. The University of Nottingham, for
example, is offering places at its campuses in Ningbo, near Shanghai, and
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Students here can gain University of Nottingham
degrees in business, accounting, engineering and English. Similarly, the
University of Bolton says it has 'unlimited' places at its campus in the United
Arab Emirates.

Given the problems getting into university, the UK's Higher Education
Minister, David Willetts, encourages students who haven't made the grade to
consider alternatives to university, such as apprenticeships and studying at
home.

"There are a range of options available," he says. "People are able to reapply.
They should think how they can spend their year adding that bit to their CV,
which would help their application - getting practical work experience or
extra skills - anything that strengthens their chances next year."

But some commentators say that rising university costs, poor long-term job
prospects, and a drop in graduate recruitment mean it's the worst time to
be a university student in the UK.
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Glossary HELE

dilemma - Hi&. &5

candidate - f®iEA\. HiFH

university place - K#EA%H&

marks - ¥ G

institution - ¥&

to read another subject - £ A4 —
1R}

to apply - HiF

job market - T3

a scramble for - &%

undergraduate - AFl4&E

admissions - FH

applicant - HiF%

degree course - ZA7 R

campus - &K@, KX

to make the grade - 4%

apprenticeship - &4

CV - N A#

work experience - T/EZ5%

job prospects - T{ERij 5%

graduate recruitment - ENVAERNL

1. Reading Quiz [7l%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

AT AP A R 2R A) 2R ? TH R IER A .

1. When people can't get into their favourite university they might have to study

something different.

2. Fewer people have applied to university this year than last year.

True / False

True / False

3. The University of Bolton has a site near Shanghai. True / False

4. The University of Bolton also has a small humber of places at its campus in the

United Arab Emirates. True / False

5. British students have more than one chance to apply to university.
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2. University Vocabulary 5 k2E %R IC

Without looking back at the glossary, see if you can put the words in the box
in the correct places in the following sentences.

FHHUT IR BRI REERTRU T RT. BREEASH LENE, EMTSRTIET
A,

degree course apprenticeships graduate recruitment
made the grade applicants dilemma job prospects
admissions campuses
1. Some commentators say that poor long-term and a drop in

mean it's the worst time to be a university student in the UK.

2. The UK's Higher Education Minister encourages students who haven't
to consider alternatives to university, such as
and studying at home.

3. The British university service, UCAS, says up to a quarter of
this year's university still don't have a place on a

4. What do you do if you don't get into your first choice of university? That's
the that faces thousands of British students every year.

5. The University of Nottingham is offering places at its in
Ningbo, near Shanghai, and Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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3. Verbs, Adjectives and Nouns 3)i5, & a4

Do you know what the missing nouns and verb forms are in the exercise
below? Look at the example and then try to do the rest.

BSREHBBI T, EIEFBFE RS L.

Verbs Nouns
Example

To study student
1. recruitment
2. budget
3. To offer
4. scramble
5. To encourage
6. - admissions
7. To consider
8. To apply
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4. Wordsearch Hia#&

Try to find the words associated with this week's article in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (i) or diagonally (m)

TEE T H KRR T, RS54 ACET RIZEERRER,
FHELOA R, HARIT AT LAFE (g) EE (1) B AR (m) X,

j a |d |m |i s |s |i o |n |s |d
u |n |e |d [|i I e |m | m|a |I e
j a |u |s |c |r |a |m|b |I e |g
o |o p |i S C [ a I e [ r

[ I i m || o |r k i I I e
u |c |a |I a |i y |s |t r i n
s |a || s |u |r |c |a |p |p |I y
t m|o |m e |I k |a |r t y |i

y |(p |o |l I e |[c |e [n |u |[h |n
o |u |r |t h |u |r I t |t e |n
t S u n I \% e r S i t Yy

dilemma campus scramble applicant

apply admissions marks job market

degree university
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [Fi%

1. When people can't get into their favourite university
they might have to study something different. True

2. Fewer people have applied to university this year than
last year. FEalse

3. The University of Bolton has a site near Shanghai.
False

4. The University of Bolton also has a small number of
places at its campus in the United Arab Emirates.
False

5. British students have more than one chance to apply to
university. True

1. To recruit

2. To budget

3. Offer

4. To scramble

5. Encouragement
6. To admit

7. Consideration

8. Application, applicant
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2. University Vocabulary 5 X%% %51

1. Some commentators say that poor long-term job
prospects and a drop in graduate recruitment
mean it's the worst time to be a university student in
the UK.

2. The UK's Higher Education Minister encourages
students who haven't made the grade to consider
alternatives to university, such as apprenticeships
and studying at home.

3. The British university admissions service, UCAS, says
up to a quarter of this year's university applicants
still don't have a place on a degree course.

N

. What do you do if you don't get into your first choice of
university? That's the dilemma that faces thousands
of British students every year.

5. The University of Nottingham is offering places at its

campuses in Ningbo, near Shanghai, and Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.
4. Wordsearch HiF# =%
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