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Culture: A Historic Love Letter X4t —3 G wER

The King of Words JFiEZ F

Read the text below and do the activity that follows:

FBE TR, R)E SRR

The 16th century English King Henry V111 is best known for his prodigious
appetite and habit of executing wives he was unhappy with, but a love letter
written by Henry shows a softer side to his character.

The letter, which has been hidden in the Vatican for nearly 500 years, is to go
on display at the British Library in London in April.

Henry wrote to Anne Boleyn, who would become his second wife, in January
1528, apologising to her for suggesting that she become his mistress.

In the letter Henry promises Anne that “henceforth my heart will be
dedicated to you alone”, an assurance that contradicts Henry’s womanising
reputation.

Henry continues, “The beautiful words of your letter are so cordially phrased,
that they really oblige me to honour, love, and serve you for ever.”

Henry went on to marry Anne Boleyn after divorcing his first wife, the Spanish
princess Catherine of Aragon, but despite having written to Anne like a
lovesick schoolboy, Henry’s marriage to her ended badly.

Having failed to provide him with a male heir, Anne fell from favour with the
king, whose chief minister had her charged with treason and adultery.

Anne was executed by beheading at the Tower of London in May 1536,
leaving the way clear for Henry to marry his third wife Jane Seymour.

According to contemporary witnesses Anne went to her death displaying
gueenly dignity; on the morning of her execution she told her prison guard,
“I heard say the executioner was very good, and | have a little neck.”

Henry went on to be married a total of six times, divorcing twice and executing
another wife, but in spite of all his efforts, Henry died without leaving a
surviving male heir, a situation which resulted in the coronation of Anne’s
daughter, Queen Elizabeth 1.
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Glossary JlICE

16th century — 1614

Henry VI — ZH])\it:

prodigious appetite — B XK&4k

executing — bk

the Vatican — B# X

British Library — KZEE

mistress — 1@

henceforth — \4-LLJ5

womanising reputation — [RiF£ %

NB R4 7=

cordially phrased — i B

divorcing — B

lovesick schoolboy — 4 BRI
A

male heir — BEHEZkA& N

fell from favour — k%

treason — 5k E 5

adultery — T

beheading — HT &

contemporary witnesses — 4if )

iEA

queenly dignity — Z F & ™

coronation — &AL

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

LRI A R 2R AR ? R IERE R

1. Henry VIII was a man who liked to eat a lot of food. True / False

2. Henry VIII's letter was stored in the British Library for five centuries.

True / False

3. Anne Boleyn was Henry’s first wife. True / False

4. Anne was hanged at the Tower of London in 1536. True / False

5. After Henry’s death, Anne’s daughter became queen.
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2. Correct verb forms hiAFNEHRIER

Read the sentences below. Put the correct form of each verb in the
space.

8 B9 5 O LER T SRS

1.

Henry VIII (to write) secret love letters to Anne
Boleyn.
Henry VIII (to divorce) his first wife before he married

Anne Boleyn

. Anne Boleyn (to become) unpopular with the king

because she didn’t give birth to a baby boy.

Anne (to display) queenly dignity when she was
executed at the Tower of London.

. Anne Boleyn (to die) in 1536.
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3. Complete the letter &5 K& FRIXHEED

Read the love letter.
Write a word or phrase (a-f) in each space (1-6).

R EE, REMHa — f KEEES.

_ L
It has (2) since we last met. | miss
hearing your infectious laugh and looking into your
®3)
| often recall our (4) and think about how

happy we were together. 1 will (5)

of that glorious evening forever.

| eagerly await our next meeting.

(6)

Lots of love.

Ang

Please write soon
been too long
treasure the memory
Dear

beautiful eyes

first date

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
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4. Wordsearch HiF#Z&

Try to find the words associated with weddings in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically () or diagonally (»)

BT IR, R SIS RS k.
S 1O, HALRITR ALK (o) TEH (1) BRI (3) TR

r (e (c |e |p [t |i o |n |d |f i
a |t |a |[d |[f |s [i a |g |e |[f |9
a |g |h |i u|s mj|v |d [w |s |h
v |w |o |[n |n |r |I o |v (e |h |i
s (e |n || s |1 r (w(r |d |g |g
e |d |e |w|e |o |b [r [i d |e |cC
r (e |y |c |r |g |[f |g |h |i |y |e
v |[u | mjk |c [I g |c |b [n |t |d
i k lo m|a |[r |[r [i a |g |e |g
c |[f |o |s |k |e |o |e |r |r |e |u
e 'm|n |e |e |h |o |[h [0 |n |r |]
a |g |a |r |i |o | m]la |r |r |i |a
love marriage wedding service
bride groom reception cake
VOow honeymoon
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

DT RFHUREMAURMK? HE L ERESR.

1. Henry VIII was a man who liked to eat a lot of
food. True

2. Henry VIII's letter was stored in the British
Library for five centuries. False
3. Anne Boleyn was Henry’s first wife. False

4. Anne was hanged at the Tower of London in
1536. False

5. After Henry’s death, Anne’s daughter became
queen. True

3. Complete the letter E5EK FHEXEER

Read the love letter.

Write a word (a-f) or phrase in each space (1-
6).

AR EE T, REMa - f KEEHESY.

Dear Li,

It has been too long since we last
met. | miss hearing your infectious laugh and

looking into your beautiful eyes.

| often recall our first date and think about how
happy we were together. | will treasure the
memory of that glorious evening forever.

| eagerly await our next meeting.

Please write soon

Lots of love.

Ang

B|B|C

WORLD
SERVICE

bbcchina.com.cn

2. Correct verb forms FiAMEHRER

Read the sentences below. Put the correct form of each
verb in the space.

A AT 65 W3R M IER B 2 RIE S

1.

Henry VIII wrote secret love letters to Anne Boleyn.

Henry VIII divorced his first wife before he married
Anne Boleyn

Anne Boleyn became unpopular with the king
because she didn’t give birth to a baby boy.

Anne displayed queenly dignity when she was
executed at the Tower of London.

Anne Boleyn died in 1536.

4. Wordsearch Hiaig®

rjiefjc e |p|t]i |Oo]|nN
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