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Education: 59 Million Words #&: 5T9FH ¥

Reading Dictionaries for Fun PiEF 4 5%k

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEIMASC, R)ETBHSRN

Not keen on reading? Do you have trouble finding a novel that takes your
interest? Why not follow Ammon Shea’s example and start reading a
dictionary?

Mr Shea owns over 1,000 dictionaries and he likes to read them for fun. He
recently spent a year reading all 20 volumes of the Oxford English
Dictionary. The dictionary contains more than 20,000 pages and over 59
million words.

As he read from A to Z, he noted down interesting words in a ledger. This
includes words such as happify, meaning to make someone happy and
tripudiate which means to dance, skip or leap for joy. Mr Shea also kept a
diary about his experience which has since been turned into a best-selling
book.

Why did he do this? He claims it was fun: “I’ve always enjoyed reading
dictionaries, they are far more interesting than people give them credit for.”

It appears that it was not his goal to sound more intelligent through learning
and using larger and more complex words. “I’'m not against big words or
fancy or obscure words, but I’'m opposed to using them for their own sake,
he said.

In fact, as a result of reading so many words, Mr Shea often forgot his
everyday vocabulary. He wrote, “My head was so full of words that | often had
trouble forming simple sentences.”

Mr Shea is not alone in his love of reading dictionaries. Elaine Higgleton, a
representative of Collins Cobuild dictionaries, explained that thousands of
crossword and Scrabble fans read dictionaries for fun and to improve their
game. Ms Higgleton did however note that, “It’s probably not the best way to
learn English, and you’d learn more than you need.” It is not known how many
of the 59 million words Mr Shea has remembered but he has certainly made
history with his eccentric hobby.
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Glossary HCE

keen on — #%& complex — HZ¢

novel — /Mt fancy — £ H; PHRK

takes your interest — W57, f#/REX | obscure — FHfEN)
B

Oxford English Dictionary — 43 | opposed to — KXf
FH

volumes — &, &% sake — %X
ledger — 7K idxA (FIMKERLD forming — ARk
happify — ff GEA) &¥ crossword — ik

tripudiate — C¥&R) FHELH; £K | Scrabble — 73R

best-selling — %45 game — JExk

give them credit for — &A1 47, eccentric — %K
5T TAdAT]

1. Reading Quiz [F#Lill%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
LR 7R 2R 722k EEE EHER.
1. Mr Shea has read one thousand dictionaries. True / False

2. Mr Shea spent just one month reading the Oxford English Dictionary.
True / False

3. In Mr Shea’s opinion, people don’t give dictionaries enough credit.
True / False

4. Mr Shea thinks it is important to be able to use long and complicated words
in everyday conversation. True / False
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5. Elaine Higgleton thinks that reading a dictionary is the best way to learn
English. True / False

2. Matching phrases to definitions / & T 545 ER H AR &%

Match the phrases with the correct definition.

FHE T SRR LR R

A. quite keen to A. to really dislike and not want to
do something

B. can’t stand to B. to truly enjoy and want to do
something
C. loathe to C. to really detest and not want to

do something

D. love to D. reasonably interested, eager or
wanting to do something
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3. Verbs, Adjectives and Nouns / 3hid. BRI 41

Decide whether each word is a verb, an adjective or a noun and put
them in the correct column in the table.

MT I BFER P HS0AE . FERARAE, RFEAMNKRE.

e happify happy happiness

e modified modify modification

e transform transformation transformed

e complicated complicate complication

e interest interested interesting
Verb Adjective Noun
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4. Wordsearch #iF#&

Try to find the words associated with dictionaries in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically () or diagonally (»)

E TSR, 1R 5 7 I KSR k.
HA 10, HARTRTRELUKTR (o) EHRY (V) S0 1 (v) BRI

n |s |i d |a |I ro |1 g |u |u |t
e |s |t (e |e |p |z |s |I e || r
t [s |i e |[X |a m|p |I e |d |o

dictionary  definition headword

letters example phonetics corpus

sentences bilingual electronic
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz %

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

UTHFHARE?HORMR? FEHERESR.
1. Mr Shea has read 1,000 dictionaries. False

2. Mr Shea spent just one month reading the Oxford
English Dictionary. False

3. In Mr Shea’s opinion, people don’t give dictionaries
enough credit. True

4. Mr Shea thinks it is important to be able to use long
and complicated words in everyday conversation.
False

5. Elaine Higgleton thinks that reading a dictionary is
the best way to learn English. False

3. Verbs, Adjectives and Nouns / 3. B4R

2. Matching phrases to definitions / ## F5|EERN
HIRELR

Match the phrases with the correct definition.

T T BRI AR P R RE LR

1. quite keen to A. to really dislike and
not want to do
something

2. can’t stand to B. to truly enjoy and
want to do
something

3. loathe to C. to really detest and
not want to do
something

4. love to D. reasonably

interested, eager or
wanting to do

Decide whether each word is a verb, an adjective
or a noun and put them in the correct column in
the table.

MWTFIBI RS 3 TERAERA T, REEAERRE
Ho

Verb Adjective Noun
happify happy happiness
modify modified modification

transform transformed | transformation
complicate complicated complication
interest interesting / interest
interested
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1. D
2. A
3. C
4. B
4. Wordsearch $iFig®
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