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Technoloqgy: Anti-social Networking #H: RAEA W&

The Growth of Online Communities #:3% W £% i F {1 3% K

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P FHERESS, RGN

Have you recently been poking your friends, twittering, or blogging? Well,
according to a recent report from the global research company Nielson, you
are most definitely not alone.

The report says that social networking and blogs have now become more
popular than sending personal emails. Moreover, one in every 11 minutes
online is accounted for by people using social network or blog sites.

The idea behind these sites is that of global online communities. To join a
community you need to create a personal profile. Then you can connect with
your friends, share pictures, music and your thoughts.

Social networks are not new but they are evolving. Almost all the networks
popular in the UK can now be accessed from a mobile phone. Sites such as
Facebook seem popular with a broad audience largely thanks to bolt-on
applications which allow everything from photo-sharing to online gaming.

Not to be outdone, the longer-established sites are carving a niche for
themselves in the online marketplace. Myspace is now largely accepted as
the social network of choice for music fans and Bebo appears to be targeting
younger audiences through the provision of parental controls.

One of the most talked about sites of late has been Twitter, with everyone
from P Diddy to Barack Obama twittering about their daily lives. Whether this
is a clever public relations stunt or a means of directly communicating with
fans, it is undoubtedly fascinating social commentary.

Of course, there are those who fear that these online communities may in fact
be anti-social. They are anxious that the more time people spend on these
sites, the more difficult it will become for them to communicate in face-to-
face situations.

We will have to wait to see the long-term effects but in the meantime we
can rest assured that a large percentage of the world is online with us.
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Glossary #JLE

poking — B (FEALAT M us_kH F AR
R ER—A O

not to be outdone — AARRE T

twittering — —MNAP AT AEBHFHE
&, BFHRME, BERREW, BC Twitter
P 35 >R BB 3T PRI A B AL 2T I 4%

carving a niche — JFRE—E 2 H

blogging — 1%

online marketplace — W LT

social networking — 32 W 4%

parental controls — FK ¥ H

online communities — £ _F4-H

stunt — 5| ANEEREZ), 48

profile - ¥, &/ (AFEMEIES
5 8D

social commentary — #&7Fig

connect — %3

anxious — B

evolving — 8k, HZ

face-to-face — [EXH

bolt-on — Minf

long-term effects — KRN

applications — &%

rest assured — JL
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1. Reading Quiz [FiZMmE

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.
LR FE A 2 E?HRA 2R ? W5 IEMER.

1. Social networking and blogging are nearly as popular as sending personal
emails. True / False

2. If you join a social network, you are joining an online community. True /
False

3. Social network sites are only accessible from mobile phones. True 7/ False
4. Barack Obama has a Twitter page. True / False

5. Some people think that using online social networks might harm people’s
abilities to communicate in face-to-face situations. True / False
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2. 0Odd one out /#kH B4

Circle the odd one out.

/i AR — 1

a. blog
b. conversation

c. email

a. web
b. surf

c. browse

a. double-click
b. mouse

c. right-click

a. username
b. sign-in

c. log-on
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3. Fill in the gaps Z7EZ%

Choose the most appropriate past tense verb to fit in the gap for each
sentence.

MTIIEEXFAR P& B, METERS:

on in off out

First you need to log (1) to the internet and then type (2)

the web address of your favourite social networking site.

Once you are on the site, you will usually be asked to sign (3) to your

account. To do this you will need to type your username and a password.

If you have not visited the site before, you will need to register as a new user

and create a personal profile.

Once you are finished using your account, you should sign (4) of your

account and then log (5) of the internet.
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4. Wordsearch HiF#&

Try to find the words associated with the internet in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THE PRI T, kiS5 MR R MIEE IR
FHEL104 8, HARFAAREUKTH (g) BER (1) BXAR (m) A HB.

a |e |a |s |a |g |h |u ]i o |p |I

s |s |a |w |w |e |b |s [|i t |e |u
e |i n [t |e |r |n |e |t |y [T |f
d |le |[w|]o |b |b |k |g |b |I o |9
d |d |w [I p || I h ju |y |y |9

n |f b |f e 'mja |Ii | d |w
| b |n |s |s |f [t |y |y |k |s

O |h |lo m|e |p |a |g |e |s |s |w
a |s |a |e |e |[f ju |p |I o |a |d
d |m I p |o |Ii u |[f |e |b |w |e
internet webpage website

web email blog

chat homepage download
upload
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz / [ 2. 0Odd one out /. 17]

1. Social networking and blogging are nearly as 1.
popular as sending personal emails. False a. blog

b. conversation

2. If you join a social network, you are joining an C. email

online community. True
2.
3. Social network sites are only accessible from a. web
mobile phones. False b. surf
c. browse
4. Barack Obama has a Twitter page. True
3.

5. Some people think that using online social a. double-click
networks might harm people’s abilities to b. mouse
communicate in face-to-face situations. True c. right-click

4.
a. username
b. sign-in
c. log-on

NB: The circled words are all nouns.
The other words are verbs.

3. Fill in the gaps / % 4. Wordsearch / BiF# %R
First you need to log (1) on to the internet and then
type (2) in the web address of your favourite social
networking site. w| w|e|b]|s]i
Once you are on the site, you will usually be asked to i|njtje|r | nje|t
sign (3) in to your account. To do this you will need bl b b
to type your username and a password.
d p
If you have not visited the site before, you will need
to register as a new user and create a personal o a c
profile.
w g h
Once you are finished using your account, you should n e lmlali I
sign (4) out of your account and then log (5) off of
the internet. | t
o|lh|o|m|e|pl|a|g]|e
a u|p |l
d
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