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Science: Solar Eclipse #}%%: H&fr

Asia is Plunged into Darkness: Wi\ B

Across Asia many people have just witnessed the natural wonder that is a total
solar eclipse.

A total solar eclipse occurs when the Sun, Moon and Earth align in such a way that our
view of the Sun is totally obscured by the Moon.

This week’s total eclipse could be seen in eastern India before slowly moving across
Burma, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Japan, and the Pacific Ocean.

Yesterday, when it reached eastern China, people flocked into the streets to witness
the astronomical wonder.

As daylight disappeared and the sky quickly darkened, those watching were left far
from disappointed. Cities such as Shanghai were plunged into darkness during
what is thought be the longest total eclipse of the 21 century. It lasted 6 minutes and
39 seconds.

Total solar eclipses of such a long duration are very rare events, they happen but
once in a lifetime. Shao Zhenyi, an astronomer at the Shanghai Astronomical
Observatory in China explained:

“We’ll have to wait a few hundred years for another opportunity to observe a solar
eclipse that lasts this long, so it’s a very special opportunity.”

But while millions celebrate this phenomenon, it should be remembered that total
eclipses have not always been such treasured events.

Many cultures traditionally believed that a total eclipse was a bad omen or a
supernatural event. Some believed that evil gods were eating the Sun. Others
believed that the eclipse signified oncoming disasters.

Nowadays it appears that these fears and superstitions are long forgotten. As
daylight once again flooded Asian cities such as Shanghai, whoops and cheers
could be heard among the gathered crowds.

Reflecting on what had just happened, one Shanghai resident described the eclipse as
“eerie”, whilst another said "It's like magic, the day turns into night in such a short
period of time. | have no idea where | am right now. It feels like a different world."
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Glossary JILE

natural wonder — H4RZFMW

total solar eclipse —H4&#&

obscured — iz, EHE

flocked — /A

astronomical — X3

far from disappointed — &#& #1558

plunged into darkness — [\ 2%

rare — LK

but once in a lifetime — —4&—%, ¥

AETEREENIS

astronomer — RICEFK

observatory — KX &

phenomenon — %, &

bad omen — XJk

supernatural — B HRK)

evil — FEH

oncoming — B3I K

fears and superstitions — ZEMEKE

(daylight) flooded HXtEZT

whoops and cheers — FHLFIXR B

eerie — BRI, HFHRH

1. Reading Quiz Bl

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

T HriaRE a2 R? EEHIERER.
1. During a total solar eclipse the Sun obscures our view of the Moon. True / False
2. This week’s total solar eclipse could be seen in many Asian countries. True / False

3. During the total solar eclipse, many cities experienced several minutes of complete
darkness. True / False

4. Total solar eclipses happen once a year. True / False

5. Some cultures traditionally thought that a total solar eclipse was a bad omen. True
/ False
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2. Jumbled Words R R3] ) 838

a) Rearrange the letters in the words below to form the names of the stars
and planets in our solar system.

EEFAS UT T RHRF BRI AR, X B AR KPR BT R .

eMyrurc

a.
b. unS

unraSt

sraM

peNtenu

thEra

- ® o o

rsaunu

I Q@

uptiJre

eVsnu

b) Label the stars and planets (1-9). Pick words from the list above (a-i).
HHUERITELR (a-i) A TEER (1-9) .
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3 Phrases §it

Match the phrases with their definitions. Choose a phrase from the box.

AT FETE AR KRR R e — ik .

reach for the stars out of this world
once in a blue moon spaced out
over the moon down to earth
1. If something is , it is extremely good and almost unbelievable.
2. If you are feeling , you are unaware of what is happening around
you.
3. If you are feeling , you are incredibly happy.
4. If something happens , it happens very rarely.
5. If someone tells you to , they are telling you to be ambitious and to

set your goals high.

6. If you are , you have a realistic outlook on life.
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4. Wordsearch BiA3#Z&

Try to find the words associated with this week's topic in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=), vertically
(J) or diagonally (»)

TR A SR H AR B SETE A
IHLOAM A, FHApTr AT RELUKF R (=) BRI (V)BT A B (R

Sun Mercury Moon Earth Venus

Saturn Uranus Neptune  Jupiter Mars
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Answers &

1. Reading Quiz [FERN%E

1.

During a total solar eclipse the Sun obscures our
view of the Moon. False

This week’s total solar eclipse could be seen in
many Asian countries. True

During the total solar eclipse, some Asian cities
experienced several minutes of complete darkness.
True

Total solar eclipses happen once a year. False

Some cultures traditionally thought that a total
solar eclipse was a bad omen. True

3 Phrases {EiE

1.

If something is out of this world, it is extremely

good and almost unbelievable.

If you are feeling spaced out, you are unaware

of what is happening around you.

If you are feeling over the moon, you are

incredibly happy.

If something happens once in a blue moon, it

happens very rarely.

If someone tells you to reach for the stars, they

are telling you to be ambitious and to set your

goals high.

If you are down to earth, you have a realistic

outlook on life.
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2. Jumbled Words 8N ERBI ] 835

a)

(a) Mercury, (b) Sun, (c) Saturn, (d) Mars, (e) Neptune,
(f) Earth, (g) Uranus, (h) Jupiter, (i) Venus

b)

(1) Sun, (2) Mercury, (3) Venus, (4) Earth, (5) Mars, (6)
Jupiter, (7) Saturn, (8) Uranus, (9) Neptune

4.Wordsearch HEiFiE&R

v s|la|t|u]|r|n
e
n s |u|n
u mie|r |c|lulr|y
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